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Metro police director Vidal 
Querol sacks Novaliches 
police chief for ‘jueteng’ 


Jennifer Aniston to PD! 
It’s been a tough year but 
I wouldn’t change a thing 


Do you have a story to tell about Edsa I? the mouien is looking for those 
untold stories (photos, too) that contributed, no matter how small, to the first People Power in 
1986 that so stunned the world and inspired and emboldened people in chains everywhere to 
break free. The contributions that will be selected by the editors will be used for the 

Inouiaen's special celebration of the 20th anniversary of Edsa 1. Send your contribution, with 
your address and contact number, not later than Feb. 15 to {delmundo@inquirer.com.ph 


Largest US pension fund 


upgrades RP invest rating 


‘THE PHILIPPINES POSTED ITS HIGHEST SCORE 
ever in the annual assessment of investment des- 
tinations by CalPERS, the largest US pension 
fund and a recognized global leader in the invest- 
‘ment industry, the Department of Foreign Affairs 
(OFA) reported yesterday. 

The country placed 14th, up from last year's 
48th place ranking, in a field of 27 countries that 
were ranked by CalPERS (California Public Em- TR 
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Massive oil spill threatens white Boracay beaches 


exo 
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PRIMITIVE WAY of cleaning up heavy crude oil is expected to last for three months 
‘manually done by 250 workers. So far, 17,000 sacks of contaminated materials have 
been collected. Napocor cites lack of equipment and personnel for the delay. 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


A MASSIVE OIL SPILL CAUSED 
by a National Power Corp. barge 
last December is threatening the 
‘world-famous Boracay island re- 
sort, senators said yesterday. 

Senators Edgardo Angara and 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago called 
on Napocor to speed up its 
cleanup of the oil spill, noting 
that it had been more than a 
month since bunker fuel spilled 
from a Napocor power barge on 
Dec. 18. 

Angara said the spill occurred 
only 10 km from Boracay. 

“UP scientists say that there is a 
possibility that it might have 
long-term adverse consequences 
on Boracay waters,” Santiago 
said. 

“Napocor should speed up the 
cleanup of the oil spill and com- 
pensate those who were affected,” 
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SCANDAL IN PARADISE: The talk of Panay island is what is considered the country’s largest 
oil spili ever. A Napocor barge spilled reportedly 195,000 liters of bunker fuel last Dec. 18 off 
the shores of Semirara, only 10 km from the white beaches of Boracay. 
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AFP grills 
5 Faeldon 
supporters 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE MILITARYS INTERNAL SPY 33 \ a 
unit has mounted a crackdown EF?" 
against suspected supporters of liai 4 


Marine Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, CONFESSED broker of agri 
eyeing soldiers involved in the funds Jose Barredo details who 
failed July 27, 2003, Oakwood got what, how and what for. 
mutiny. 

The Armed Forces of the 
Philippines Counter Intelligence 
Group (Afpcig) is interrogating 
five soldiers suspected of having 
helped the “Magdalo” leader en- 
ter military camps in a show of 
defiance during the 44 days he 
was on the loose. 

‘Faeldon escaped last Decem- 
bef after a hearing of the muti- 
neers’ case at a Makati city court. 
He was recaptured last Friday. Ar- 
rested with Faeldon was Capt. 


GOOD TOLAST CENTAVO: 
Farmers at the Senate hearing 
donate to the reward money put up 
by Sen. Ramon Magsaysay for any 
info leading to the arrest of Bolante. 


By Armand N. Nocum 


THE SUPREME COURT YESTER- 


Les 


SC nullifies Meral 


that the ERC decision approving 
the increase in Meralco's rate 
from 3.1886 per kWh to 


proved unanimously by all 14 jus- 
tices, with Associate Justice 
Dante Tinga filing a separate con- 


Candelaria Rivas, who was the 
spokesperson of the mutiny 
court-martial. 

More soldiers are set to be 
brought in for “debriefing,” said 
Col. Tristan Kison, a military 
spokesperson. 

“We're looking at the extent of 
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Antipregnancy 
pill making 
a comeback 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


APPARENTLY TAKING ADVAN- 
tage of the scheduled pullout of 
foreign-donated family planning 
products next year, the manufac- 
turer of an old, plant-based an- 
tipregnancy pill is making a 
‘comeback in the Philippine mar- 
ket. 

And its a pill that will 
not only prevent unwanted preg- 
nancies but also reduce menstru- 
al pain and cure acne, according 
to the manufacturer, 

Desogestrel, whose main in- 
gredient is derived from the roots 
of a Mexican wild yam, is target- 
eq at the female population (48.1 
percent) that, according to the 
National Demographie and 


ANTIPREGNANCY/ A6 


day declared null and void the 
13.27-centavo per kilowatt-hour 
increase in generation charge 
that the Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission (ERC) granted Manila 
Electric Co. in 2004 because the 
company did not notify cus- 
tomers about the rate increase. 
The high court also ordered 


P3.3213 per kWh be “immediate- 
iy” set aside “for having been is- 
sued with grave abuse of discre- 
tion.” 

‘The decision was silent on 
whether Meralco customers 
would geta refund. 

The ruling penned ‘by Associ- 
ate Justice Romeo Callejo was ap- 


REENGAGING A POWERHOUSE 


RP rolling out red carpet for Indian 


By Leticia Ramos-Shanani 


(Editor’s Note: The author, a 
senator for three terms, was chair 
of the Senate committee on foreign 
relations. Before her election to the 
Senate, she was United Nations as- 
sistant secretary general for social 
development and humanitarian 


affairs. She also served at various 


times as Philippine ambassador to 


curring opinion on the case. 

The tribunal ruled against the 
ERC and Meralco for their failure 
to publish Meralco's application 
for a rate increase in newspapers 
of general circulation. 

“The lack of publication of re- 
spondent Meralco's amended ap- 
plication for the increase of its 


is rolling out the red carpet today 
for a distinguished figure in the 


‘Australia, Romania, Hungaryand world political stage—Indian 


West Germany. 
She is the widow 
of Ranjee Sha- 
hani, Indian writer and professor.) 


COMMENTARY 


President Abdul 
Kalam. A heroic 
space scientist, 
nationalist, Muslim, inspiration 
to young minds, vegetarian and 


‘THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT celibate, Kalam is visiting the 


Fertilizer 
fund scam,-»y4 


“aay a 


detailed 
in Senate 


By) Burgonio 


A BROKER FOR A VIR- 
tually unknown medi- 
cal supplier yesterday 
exposed an alleged con- 
spiracy between De- 


H partment of Agriculture 


§ officials 


generation charge is … fatal. By 
this omission, the consumers 
were deprived of the right to file 
their comments thereon,” the 
high court said. 

The Supreme Court said due 
process required “that the con- 
sumers be notified of any applica- 
tion, and be apprised of its con- 
tents, that would result in com- 
pounding their economic burden. 

SCNULLIFIES/Al4 


president 


country upon the invitation of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

In 1998, Kalam said: “India has 
stood too long in the line of devel- 
oping countries.” Along with oth- 
er Indian leaders, Kalam has pre- 
dicted that India will join the 
ranks of developed countries by 

RP ROLLING OUT/ Ad 


and local 
politicians to skim off 
the DA fund for liquid 
fertilizer. 


‘Testifying at the Senate inquiry 
into the P728-million fertilizer 
fund scam, Jose Barredo Jr. said 
he met with congressmen, gover- 
nors and mayors in their homes 
to persuade them to avail them- 
selves of the DA fund by dangling 
an offer—a 30-percent commis- 
sion. 

The fertilizer fund was said to 
have been used to ensure the vic- 
tory of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo in the May 2004 elections. 

In a clear, candid testimony, 
Barredo rattled off the names of 
the officials who allegedly took 
hefty commissions and even dic- 
tated the amounts they should re- 
ceive. 

He said that at times, he per- 
sonally delivered to some of them 
the commissions and the liquid 
fertilizer, some of which was di- 
luted and overpriced. 

The officials mentioned by 
Barredo included Representa- 
tives Monico Puentevella (Ba- 
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Soon on sale: 1-kg LPG with built-in burner 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS OF THE 
P30, P60 and P115 cell phone loads, 
households may soon be able to buy 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) for 
roughly the same amounts. 

Riding on the popularity of sachet 
marketing, the Department of Ener- 


\ gy (DOE) is urging liquefied 
petroleum gas suppliers to offer 
cooking gas in tanks with capacities 
ofasiittle as 1 kilogram. 

‘The 1-kg LPG tanks will be similar 
to the 2.5- and 2.7-kg tanks that are 
already available in the market. 

Two firms—DJ Safe Gas and Pow- 
ertech Asia Pacific Ine—have ex- 


pressed their intention to offer 1-kg 
LPG tanks, which will likely be 
priced at a little more than P60, said 
Zenaida Monsada, DOE oil industry 
‘management bureau director. 
Unlike the conventional 11-kg 
cylinders that are connected to gas 
ranges via a hose, the 1-kg cylinders 
SOON/AI4 


‘WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Bicol and Quezon wl have cloudy skies with scattered 
ranshouers. The rest of Southern Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao wil 
fave coudy shes with called rainshowers and slated thunder- 
storms, which wil be ireguent over E. Mindanao. Te rest of he 


‘unity wl be ar clod to cloudy with isolated ralnshowes 
DAMON OME trae ronson SOURCE 


Cartel 


By Gil Cabacungan 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail pr_news@inquirer.com.ph 


Second FRONT 


“Text us your feedback: inquirer news name/age/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


AN ALARMED MALACANANG IS MOVING TO BREAK WHAT IT 


‘believes is an emerging cartel in 


the sugar industry taking advan- 


‘tage of global shortage to push up prices. 


“We believe the surge in sugar prices is arti- 
-fitial and driven by hoarders belonging to a 
‘mew cartel,” Agriculture Secretary Domingo 
*Panganiban disclosed yesterday. “We saw a lot 
of bids made for local sugar stocks but we 
iever saw them sold in stores.” 

* Panganiban sald there was no reason for the 

price of sugar to "spike up” in recent days because 
there was sufficient supply in the market. He did not 
pa the members of the alleged cartel. 

I; Trade and Industry Secretary Peter Favila out- 
‘inet one of the steps the adminiswation has taken 
‘to break the group's stranglehold on sugar supplies. 
À He said that Sugar Regulatory Administra- 
Sion head James Ledesma had agreed to open 

Kup the bidding of local sugar to small players 

that have been shut out by the “big boys” who 

Kmaneuver to control the market with their bulk 
purchases of 10,000 bags during auctions. 

# Sugar is traditionally packed in 50-kilo 
bags. From an average of P780 per bag last 

5 the price of sugar has rocketed by 80 
ercent to roughly P1,400 per bag last week. 

“We will ty to eliminate this discriminato- 
fry bidding which Ledesma admitted to me is 

he reason for the layers and layers of margins 
enjoyed by numerous middlemen involved in 
fringing sugar to consumers,” said Favila, 
Favila said that allowing small players who 
could bid for at most 50 bags should counter- 
balance the big boys. 

"A small trader told me all the bags he bought 
were immediately released and snapped up in the 
‘market at modest margins,” Favila said. “With their 
À big money the big boys can control the market and 
induce a shortage even when there is none.” 
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Expanding the number of bidders in the 
sugar auction complements the importation 
of 50,000 metric tons of duty-free sugar ap- 
proved by President Macapagal-Arroyo, ac- 
cording to Favila. 

“We expect to smoke out the hoarded sup- 
ply with these imports,” said Favila. 

‘Businessman and consumer advocate Raul 
"T Concepcion urged the government to tight- 
en up monitoring of the market, warning that 
sugar prices could prove to be as volatile as 
prices of crude 

Concepcion said several reasons were be- 
hind the global squeeze on sugar supply. 

He said Europe had cut subsidies on its sug- 
ar exports, earmarked all sugar and corn ex- 
ports for the production of ethanol (a fuel al- 
ternative) and limited sugar production for its 
domestic requirements. 

In addition, he said, Turkey had reduced 
the land area devoted to the planting of sugar 
and com; US President George W. Bush had 
announced that he planned to allocate a large 
portion of corn produced in the United States 
to the making of ethanol; and Thailand 
planned to cut exports because of drought. 

Concepcion noted that these had driven up 
the world market price of sugar, from 14 US 
cents per pund (equivalent to P1, 000 per 50-kg 
bag at duty-free rates) at the start of this year to 
18 cents per pound (or P1,200 per 50-kg). 

However, the Department of Agriculture has 
reported that as of Jan. 26, the country was 
producing raw sugar at the rate of 91,345 met- 
ric tons a week, which was more than twice 
‘consumption of 41,553 metric tons a week. 
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Army ‘butcher’ savors 
Reds’ supreme ‘compliment’ 


By Cecil Morella 
Agence France-Presse 


LIKE A SNIPER TRACKING A TAR- 
get, the controversial Philippine 
Army general scans the communist 
guerrilla newspaper and smiles in 
quiet satisfaction when he nails it 
on page three. 

“Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan,” the 
furious editorial ranted. “Death 
‘Squads and vigilante groups... grue- 
some murders.” 

To the 55 year-old general, being 
singled out by the New People’s 
Army (NPA) publication ‘Ang 
Bayan” (The People) is a supreme 
compliment. 

The 37-year-old insurgency, he 
says, is “more of a psychological 
war. The military effort is about 20- 
30 percent only” 

Palparan is one of the military's 
brightest stars in the battle. After 
smashing communist shadow gov- 
emments in Samar and Mindoro, 
the slight, wiry father of three with 
an intense, withering stare was sent 
last year to lead the 7th Infantry Di- 
vision in the Central Luzon plains, 
birthplace of the Maoist rebellion. 

But Palparan, who studied to be- 
come a lawyer before earning a di- 
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rect commission into the military of- 
ficer corps 33 years ago, has also 
drawn condemnation from human 
rights monitors who invariably call 
him a “butcher.” Such allegations do 
no perturb Palparan, an uncompro- 
mising general who believes tough 
tactics would yield a quick victory. 
‘To crush the 8,000-member NPA, 
“one to two years is more than 
enough, because the enemy is not 
strong,” he tells AFP in an interview. 
“Our forces and the resources are 
more than enough if they are utilized 
properly” he says, stressing that Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's government 
must have the will, and the public be 


prepared to accept “collateral dam- 
age” from an all-out offensive. 

‘The government must “confront 
them in all levels,” he says. “They 
are better than us on the propagan- 
da front... “We have to concentrate 
on (combating) the intelligence 
work of the enemy and reducing 
their support system.” 

To the general, the insurgency is 
directed by fringe leftist political par- 
ties that have gained 15 seats in the 
235-seat House of Representatives 
through the so-called “party-list sys- 
tem that came into effect in 2001. 

“Ic is my belief that these mem- 
bers of party lists in Congress are 
providing the day-to-day policies of 
the (rebel) movement," he says. 

Palparan says the rebel network al- 
so includes hundreds—possibly thou- 
sands—of outwardly legal “non- 
government organizations” (NGOs) 
infiltrated or directed by the NPAs 
mother group, the Communist Party 
of the Philippines, that “provides the 
materials, the shelter” for the NPA. 

“We need to strengthen our legal of- 
fensive” against this network, he says, 
while warming that an effective 
counter-insurgency campaign will 
necessarily be messy and “there would 
be things that would hurt our people.” 


Noli: I don’t owe 
MGB crew anything 


By Cynthia D. Balana 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CAS- 
tro said yesterday he was what he 
is today because of his long years 
of perseverance, hard work and 
public service- and his voice. 

De Castro was reacting to the 
statements made by former em- 
ployees of Bayan Productions, 
which had produced the Magan- 
dang Gabi Bayan news magazine 
that made De Castro a media star 
and a household name. 

The employees filed a case 
against Bayan Productions, 
which is headed by De Castro's 
wife Arlene, for alleged nonpay- 
ment of salaries and other bene- 
fits after Magandang Gabi Bayan 
folded up in December when its 
contract was not renewed by the 
ABS-CBN television network over 
which it had aired for 18 years. 

“What do they mean that if not 
for them I would not be here, that 
they put the words in my mouth? 1 
edited the scripts because if I fol- 
lowed what they wrote, MGB might 
not have rated,” De Castro told the 
Inqure in Filipino yesterday. 

“I was very hurt because they 
were paid for their work. Why 
should they get mad at me for the 
Joss of MGB when it did not belong 
to me but was registered under 
ABS-CBN. Everything must come to 
an end. We should be grateful MGB 
lasted 18 years," he said. 

De Castro said he had already 
made a name for himself as a co- 
anchor on TV Patrol and as host of 
the “Kabayan” radio program on 
dzMM before he went on MGB. 

“TV Patrol had higher ratings 
than MGB, which came later. 
How could they say that I owe to 
them what am now?" he said. 


De Castro stressed that all MGB 
employees, including himself, 
were only talents of MGB and 
were paid on a per-program basis. 

He said MGB'S budget had 
come from ABS-CBN through 
Bayan Productions every week 
and the MGB talents received 
their talent fees twice a month. 

He said he was never a regular em- 
ployee of ABS-CBN except when he 
‘was made vice president for radio two 
years before he ran for senator 

“When I became VP for radio, 
that was the only time I became a 
regular employee but that was 
only for two years. They did not 
take away my talent fee after that 
but when I became a senator I for- 
feited that," he said. 

De Castro said that his wife had 
been negotiating with ABS-CBN 
to retain the MGB staff, but since 
the disgruntled employees includ- 
ed the owners and officials of the 
network as respondents in the 
case, this was now impossible, 

On the workers’ claim that they 
were regular employees because 
they made contributions to the 
Social Security System and Pag- 
Tbig Fund and they received a 
regular rice subsidy, De Castro 
said these all came from Bayan 
Productions, not ABS-CBN. 

“Having SSS and Pag-Ibig does 
not make you a regular employee. 
‘They should be grateful to us for 
paying for that, including their rice. 
‘They were the envy of other ABS- 
CBN employees because they had 
such benefits even if they were only 
talents. They said they had to sell 
the appliances we gave them last 
Christmas. Well, those were gifs. 
Ts a good thing they were able to 
tum them into cash. 1 was really 
hurt because some of them were 
my godchildren,” he sai. 


Legal agency vs mutineers 


PROMPTED BY THE DARING ES- 
cape of some junior officers who 
are on trial for the Oakwood 
mutiny, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo has created a new legal ac- 
tion group that will help coordi- 
nate the investigation and prose- 
cution of cases relating to nation- 
alsecurity. 

The President signed last Jan. 
17 Executive Order 493 creating 
the Inter-agency Legal Action 
Group (IALAG) and gave it an ini- 
tial funding of P50 million. 

“The IALAG is to address specific 
offenses “that constitute threats to 
national security, including but 
not limited to cases of rebellion, 


M secition and related offenses.” 


It will also cover “national in- 
terest cases that threaten nation- 
alsecurity” 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita said the provision of funds 
would help the expeditious pros- 
ecution of such cases. 

“We are giving the agencies in- 
volved in prosecuting these cases 
the wherewithal ro be able to suc. 
cessfully prosecute these cases," 
he said. 

He said the new agency 
“should not be misunderstood to 
go witch-hunting for evidence 
against anybody or the opposi- 
tion who ate trying to destabilize 
the government.” Christine 
Avendaño 
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Davide 
backs poll 
automation 
— Abalos 


By Jerome Aning 


By Alcuin Papa 


AN ADAMANT PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS- 
sion on Good Government (PCGG) chair 
Camilo Sabio yesterday brushed aside calls 
for his resignation, after he had irked some 
senators by refusing to answer questions 
on a reported compromise on the coconut 
levy fund. 

Sabio said he was simply following Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo’s marching or- 
ders with regard to the coco levy fund, 
which was to make sure the law was fol- 
lowed and that whatever deal was ham- 
mered out was not disadvantageous to the 
government. 

“There is no reason to resign,” said 
Sabio, when asked his reaction to the call 
made by Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, among 
other legislators. 

Sabio had earlier said that if nothing 
happened with the coco levy case by the 
end of the year, he would resign from 


RETIRED SUPREME COURT 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. 
met yesterday with top officials of 
the Commission on Elections in 
his new capacity as presidential 
adviser on electoral reform, and 
‘vowed to support the agency's ef- 
forts to automate the 2007 mid- 
term elections, Comelec Chair 
Benjamin Abalos Sr. said. 

“He asked a lot of questions 
and he was very reactive,” Abalos 
told reporters. 

He said the meeting, which 
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the PCGG. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
ta, however, said the other day that 
Sabio was acting on his own when he 
began negotiations on a compromise 
between the coconut farmers and 
businessman Eduardo “Danding” Co- 
juangco. 

At stake is 20 percent of San Miguel 
Corp., the country's largest food and bev- 
erage conglomerate, which Cojuangco and 
the farmers are contesting. 

When asked if he felt Malacafiang had 
left him twisting in the wind with Ermi- 
ta's statement, Sabio cryptically an- 
swered in a text message: “I am deeply 
grateful for the trust the President has 
(given) me.” 

When pressed if the Palace had instruct- 
ed him to negotiate a compromise, Sabio 
sent another text: “I have repeatedly said 1 
have not yet seen any compromise agree- 
ment.” 


Early this week, Sabio refused to answer 
questions posed by Senators Enrile and 
Joker Arroyo on whether or not Mala- 
‘cafiang had approved negotiations on a 
compromise on the coco levy, and other 
questions related to some PCGG-se- 
questered companies. 

Sabio invoked Executive Order No. 1 is- 
sued by President Corazon Aquino in 
1986 which created the PCGG. Section 4 
of the EO says no PCGG official would be 
required to testify in any judicial, legisla- 
tive or administrative proceeding con- 
cerning matters within its “official cog- 
nizance.” 

‘On Wednesday, Sabio said one reason 
for his refusal to answer the senators’ ques- 
tions was the earlier involvement of Sen- 
ate President Franklin Drilon and Senators 
Enrile and Edgardo Angara in the coco levy 


"eases. 


Drilon said Sabio was using “squid tac- 
tics” when he brought up the senators’ in- 


Ear nda GE a 


No reason to quit, says PCGG chief 


volvement in the coco levy fund issue as 
lawyers during the Marcos administra- 
tion. 

For his part, Arroyo said Sabio 
should resign his positions as chair or 
officer in charge of 29 government-se- 
questered corporations, 14 of them 
formerly controlled by Cojuangco, 
since these posts were in conflict with 
his job at PCGG. 

“It is downright untenable and de- 
plorable. As PCGG chair, he is pursuing 
these sequestered corporations for ill-got- 
ten monies. Yet, he chairs the same se- 
questered corporations that he is going af- 
ter” Arroyo said. 

“How can he live with that arrange- 
ment? Of being the accuser as PCGG 
chair and defender as the sequestered 
corporation chair? By hanging on to 
them like nails, he erodes the credibility 
ofthe PCG,” he said. With Philip G. 


lasted about two-and-a-half 
hours, focused on the automation 
of next year’s elections as man- 
dated by Republic Act No. 8436. 

Abalos said he and his colleagues 
looked forward to meeting with Da- 
vide more frequently so that he 
could act as Comelec's conduit with 
Malacañang and Congress. 

Commissioners Resurreccion 
Borra, Florentino Tuason Jr. and 
Romeo Brawner attended the 
meeting. Comelec has been re- 
duced to four members following 
the expiration yesterday of the sev- 
en-year terms of Commissioners 
Mehol Sadain and Rufino Javier. 

Abalos said he reiterated to Da- 
vide Comelec’s determination to 
pursue “all possible avenues” to 
secure authorization to use the 
automated counting machines it 
had purchased for the 2004 na- 
tional and local elections. 

The P1.3-billion deal was an- 
nulled by the Supreme Court two 
years ago due to bidding irregu- 
larities. Davide, who was then the 
chief justice, dissented from the 
majority decision, saying that 
there was no suggestion that 
graft and corruption attended the 
bidding process or that the con- 
tract price was excessive or un- 
reasonable. 

Abalos said Davide expressed 

his “full support” for the Com- 
elec commitment to automate 
the 2007 elections as mandated 
by law, but advised that alterna- 
tive plans should also be drawn 
up. 
One of the alternatives dis- 
cussed at the meeting were the 
electronice voting machines 
demonstrated by visiting Indian 
election officials last week. 

“The machines are very robust- 
ly designed and built, as well as 
easy to operate,” Abalos said. 
“Their simplicity would probably 
shorten the time needed to pre- 
pare for their introduction into 
the Philippine electoral system.” 


Erap eye 
surgery 
a ‘success’ 


By Edson C. Tandoc fr. 


Don't miss this opportunity, 


Misuari wants Be a part of the First Wards 
case remanded and the Biggest Exninie 


to DOJ for probe FR: ae 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


SAYING HIS CLIENTS HAD LONG BEEN DENIED DUE 
process, the lawyer of jailed Moro rebel leader Nur Mis- 
uari and seven of his alleged accomplices has asked a 
Makati court to suspend their trial and remand the rebel- 
lion case to the Department of Justice for preliminary in- 
vestigation. 

In a motion filed last Wednesday, lawyer Arthur Lim 
told the Makati Regional Trial Court Branch 138 that Mis- 
uari and his co-accused were “entering their fifth year of 
incarceration pending trial without benefit of a prelimi- 
nary investigation... thereby denying them their basic OC 
right which, though not a constitutional rightin nature, is 
nonetheless a component of due process in criminal jus- A 
tice." è ; I 

Misuari and co-accused Ustadz Abuharis Usman are = = 
currently atthe St. Luke's Medical Center, where the court 
allowed them to undergo thorough medical examina- 
tions, They were released last Saturday from Fort Sto. 
Domingo in Sta. Rosa, Laguna for a 10-day medical fur- 
lough. 

In his motion, Lim said that a reinvestigation ordered 
two years ago by then Justice Secretary Simeon Datu- 
manong never pushed through. He said a reinvestigation 
would allow his clients to submit a counter-affidavit to the 
rebellion charges. 

On Dec. 3, 2003, Datumanong issued a resolution ordering a 
reinvestigation of the rebellion charge, which arose from an upris- 
ing in Jolo in 2001 in which about 100 people were kiled. 

"Regrettably, the resolution has not been implemented 
despite the fact that the same has not been stayed, ap- 
pealed, nor nullified (by the Court], and remains valid up 
to this date,” said Lim, 

State Prosecutor Peter Ong opposed the motion and 
asked the court yesterday to deny the petition “for not on- 
ly being dilatory, but for utter lack of merit.” 

“When the resolution of then Secretary Datumanong 
was issued, the case was already on trial. Thus, [Datu- 
‘manong’s) order for reinvestigation of this case after the 
accused have been arraigned, [with] the pre-trial termi- 
nated, was unprocedural,” said Ong. 
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hai-free skin 
is a turn-on 


Don't let stray hairs, chicken skin and ugly 
Stubbles ruin your sexy moment. LaserLight 
Hair Removal tly stops the re-growth 
‘of unsightly hair so you can always enjoy being 
hair-free from head to toe. Surprise him this 
Valentine's with your sheer satin-smooth body. 
With LaserLight, he'll surely love the feel of your. 
skin and your sexy confidence! 


‘DOCTORS HAVE PRONOUNCED DEPOSED 
President Estrada's eye surgery “successful” 
but said he has to remain in hospital for three 
more days so they can “monitor his recovery”. 

“We are hoping and praying that he willbe al- 
lowed to stay at the hospital for a few more days. 
We hope the Sandiganbayan will be more com- 
passionate and more humane,” said San Juan 
Mayor JV Ejercito, one of Estrada's sons. 

‘The Sandiganbayan anti-graft court al- 
Jowed Estrada, who is under “rest house ar- 
test” on plunder charges, to check into the 

San Juan Medical Center for treatment last 
‘Tuesday after he complained of blurred vision 
and headaches. 

His doctors said he was suffering from an 
eye infection caused by an insect bite. But he 
also needed surgery to remove excess eyelid 
skin that was affecting his vision, they said. 

His family decided to push through with 
the surgery the other night. 

“We decided on our own to go on with 
the operation with or without a court or- 
der. President Estrada's health is at stake 
here. We hope the Sandiganbayan will un- 
derstand,” Ejercito said. 

‘The surgery lasted more than two hours, from 
10 p.m. of Wednesday to 12:15 a.m. yesterday. 

Estrada was conscious during the surgery 
and was only just slightly sedated, said his 
personal physician, Dr. Lorenzo Hocson. 

“The operation was very successful. He is 
now recovering well,” Hocson said. 

He said Estrada was already “in high spir- 
its" yesterday and was even planning to “offer 
a thanksgiving Mass.” 

‘Aside from treating the infection in his 
right eye, the doctors also removed the excess 
skin in both eyelids, 

They also found cysts in the lower lid of his 
“left eye but they chose not to remove them to 
avoid risking more infection, 
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From page Al 
ployees’ Retirement System) in its 
2006 Permissible Markets List, the 
DFA said, quoting a report from the 
Philippine Embassy in Washington. 
Its latest score of 2.13—from 
last years 2.00—given by inCalifornia. 
CalPERS’ consulting firm Wilshire Del 
Associates, improved the country’s country’s 
standing compared with other 
emerging markets, particularly 
Malaysia, China, Russia and India, 
according to Ambassador Albert 
del Rosario. 


Investments in SMC, PLDT 

Last year, CalPERS had $172 bil- 
lion in assets, of which an estimated 
$85 million was invested in Philip- 
pine companies like San Miguel 
Corp. and Philippine Long Distance 
‘Telephone Co. 


ruption.” 


Brownie points & GMA 


drive of the government.” 


Ithad approximately $3.9 billion 
invested in emerging markets as of 
February 2005. The pension fund 
provides retirement and health ben- 
efits to 1.4 million state and local 
public employees and their families 


Rosario attributed 
“remarkable perfor- 
mance” to the reduction in its fis- 
cal deficit, the passage and imple- 
mentation of the expanded val- 
ue-added tax law, and “advances 
in the country’s battle against cor- 


the 


The diplomat said CalPERS’ deci- 
sion “reflects strong confidence in 
the Philippines and in the reform 


But he was also quick to translate 


Largest US pension fund ... 


all these into political brownie 
points for the embattled Arroyo ad- 
ministration. 

“CThis) is a clear indication that 
the international business commu- 
nity recognizes the President's eco- 
nomic reform efforts and the 
achievements made toward this 
end," Del Rosario said in the DFA 
statement. 

‘The economy continues to make 
significant strides under Ms Ar- 
royo's leadership “despite recent 
political controversies.” 

“The peso was the best performing 
currency in 2005 [in Asia]. Foreign 
investment in the Philippines has re- 
mained robust. Our equities market 
was the best performer in Southeast 
Asia. Our inflation is still single digit 
despite soaring oil prices,” the ambas- 
sador noted. Volt Contreras 


From pageAl 

2020. Not an Asian tiger but a steady ele- 
phant, India has emerged as one of the 
‘world's top 10 economies, which is touted to 
become the third largest in 30 years, the first 
one being China. 

Filipinos will have to shake off from their 
minds the stereotype they have of In- 
dia—land of the “Bombays,” the local 
catchall term for Indians. Filipinos knew 
them as security guards and ambulant ven- 
dors of mosquito nets during pre-war Mani- 
la. More recently, Indians have become 
known as usurious moneylenders who have 
positioned themselves in all corners of the 
archipelago. 

But India should also cast aside its Cold 
War hang-up about the Philippines as a per- 
manent US colony, excluded from India’s “civ- 


ilization neighbors” in Southeast Asia. India 
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used to dismiss Asean as a “Coca-Cola Club” 
but now anxiously wants to be part of the re- 
gional grouping. 

India is becoming a global knowledge 
hub with a central place in the transnational 
movement of knowledge and services. It is 
also a magnet for foreign investors in the 
field of IT and manufacturing as well as 
biotechnology and pharmaceuticals. The vi- 
tality of its 1.2 billion people—half of which 
is below 35—lies in the fact that 60 percent 
of them are literate, many of them English- 
speaking. 

Is the Philippines ready to reengage this 
powerhouse? 


Delicious food 

Recently, former President Fidel V Ramos 
headed a trade delegation to Mumbai, 
Kolkata and New Delhi. Members of the del- 
egation were interested in information 
technology, educational exchange, pharma- 
ceuticals, films, jewelry and herbal 
medicines. They were enthusiastic about 
the wide range of contacts they made and 
the easy communication with Indians, who 
speak English. Trade and investment be- 
tween the Philippines and India, however, 
remain below potential. 

A member of the Ramos delegation said he 
found Indian food just too spicy even at five- 
star hotels. He ended up eating at McDonalds. 
But Indian food can be delicious and does not 
always have to be hot; Larry Cruz, Filipino 
‘owner of Bollywood Restaurant in Makati, 
has proven this. 

In Mumbai, the focal point of the Ramos 
visit was the Birla group which made the first 
major Indian investment in the Philippines in 
1975. The late Aditya Birla, a visionary indus- 
trialist, served as honorary consul of the 
Philippines in Mumbai and his widow, Ra- 
jashree, has taken over the position 


Language bond 

‘The Birlas have generously helped the 
Philippines in consular matters over the 
years, a fact acknowledged by the Philippine 
government which took the unprecedented 
step of awarding posthumously the Sikatuna 
‘Award, normally given to ambassadors, to the 
late A. Birla. 

‘The English language is another bond that 
Filipinos share with Indians. A great number 
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RP rolling out red carpet 
for Indian president  : 


of modern Indians and Filipinos are able to jp 
communicate in a way other Asians can't. Itis , , 
the two million nonresident Indians (NRIs) in 

the United States who helped build Silicon jy, 
Valley and made America’s IT industry reach , , 
new heights. The NRIS play a role in forging 

closer relations between India and the United _ > 
States. a 

Filipinos and Indians are discovering each ; 
other in the field of services retailing to infor- `y 
mation technology. Some Indian companies 
have already set up call centers in the Philip- „s 
pines. Another area of collaboration is in the ; 
“nonvoice” business processing outsourcing, 
which deals with medical, legal, financial, ,. 
banking and accounting services. A 

Significantly, Filipino animators have 
found work in Bangalore. But Filipinos must, 
work hard at keeping educational norms, 
high, especially in the engineering and scien- , „ 
tific fields. 

Filipinos’ proficiency in English must be 
world-class. Creativeness and meritocracy 
should rule; corruption and political patron- 
age must be rooted out if Filipinos are to sur- + 
vive and go beyond becoming domestic 
helpers in the IT sector for we must also cre- [à 
ate software. 2 


Asia’s 2 oldest democracies q 

But Philippine relations with India are not 
based solely on commercial considerations, s 
however important these are. The Philippines (Ê 
and India are the two oldest post-colonial , 
democracies in Asia. However imperfect their *! 
systems might be, the fact that the Philippines “? 
and India have democratic institutions in 
place is an important bond in a region where "1 
freedom, justice and human dignity are sacri- ”” 
ficed for economic gains. 

One of the most encouraging features of 
people-to-people contact between our two :* 
countries is the rich dialogue and constant ex- 
change between Indian and Filipino NGOs in 
diverse areas such as socioeconomic issues, 
‘women's rights and spiritual values. 


Nuclear power “a 
If a country develops economic power, its "S 
military might also grows. India is a military * 
and nuclear power. When the military issue is 
raised with Indian friends, they readily an- “° 
swer that India is peace-loving and, like in an- 
cient times, will not seek to subjugate its 
neighbors. 5 
However, as Amartya Sen and Stephen Co- 
hen have said in their writings, the nuclear, 
debate is a real one in India. There are those” 
who see India’s nuclear capability as a needed 
deterrent to threats; others see it as a futile “+ 
exercise in the search for security. 2 
Nuclear tensions on the Indian subconti- 
nent are far away from where we are in the 
Pacific. Even so, Filipinos whose history has 1° 
been one of invasion, conquest and occupa- “* 
tion by stronger military powers, hope that “' 
India will live in peace with its neighbors and 
share prosperity equitably. 
Filipinos and Indians must reengage each ? 
other in the 21st century under new and fresh 
conditions. 
Welcome and mabuhay, President Kalam! 
‘The 21st century is an Asian century! Gising, 
na, bayan! a 
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‘King Herod also heard about Jesus because his name had become 
well-known. Some people said, “John the Baptist has been raised from 
the dead and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him" Oth- 


Blasé / Ansgar 
Sir47:2-11 
Mark 6:14-29 


i 
‘ EU | | exs though, “He is Elja,” and others, “He is a prophe like the 
. iR 4 | prophets of times past.” When Herod was told of this, he thought: "I 
AN: 3 è 5 À || Pad John beheaded, yer he has risen from the dead!" 

se + mn J £ à j Ned 4 For this is what had happened. Herod had ordered John to be ar- 
a À | rested and had him bound and put in prison because of Herodias, the 
lobal leader, fn | | wife of his brother Philip. Herod had married her and John had told 
g À | Rim, “tis nor right for you to ive with your brothers wife” So Hero; 

pm a À | dias held a grudge against John and wanted to kill him, bur she coul 
AA Series Free Standing Euamelked À | not because Herod respected John. He knew John ro be an upright and 
Prisma Series Ti-shape Series Serias. Saris > À | holy man and kept him safe. And he liked listening to him, although he 

sente x | | became very disturbed whenever he heard him. 

Herodias had her chance on Herod's birthday, when he gave a din- 
À |  nerforal the senior government officials, military chiefs and the end 
$] | ers of Galilee. On that occasion the daughter of Herodias came in and 
anced; and she delighted Herod and his guests. The king said to the 
fir, “Ask me for anything you want and 1 will give it to you.” And he 
ent so far as to say with many oaths, "I will give you anything you 
ask, even half my kingdom." She went out to consult her mother, 
“Whar shall {ask for?” The mother replied, "The head of John the Bap- 
tist” The giri hurried to rhe king and made her request: "I want you to 
give me the head of John the Baptist, here and now, on a dish.” 

“The king was very displeased, but he would not refuse in front of is 
guests because of his oaths. So he sent one of the bodyguards with or- 
Gers to bring John's head. He went and beheaded John in prison; then 
hhe brought the head on a dish and gave it to the girl. And the giri gave 
it to her mother. When John’s disciples heard of this, they came and 
took his body and buried it 
Commentary 

The praises of David are sung, telling both of his sins forgiven and his 
praises of God. And in Mark we hear the story of John the Baptizer im- 
Prisoned for telling the truth to Herod and how Philips wife, Herodias 
Pots to Kil him Because he accused them of murder and unfathfulnes. 
nd she waits for her chance and has John beheaded at a dinner pariy. 
‘Now Jesus arses among the people and there are echoes ofthe prophet of 
old like Elijah and John the Baptist, with the people wondering who Jesus 
might actualy be. 

‘Who are the prophets among us? Do we listen and look, and seek the 
Word ofthe Lord in cose who speak out against injustice? 

laretian Publications inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Qu 
zon Oty, UP RO. Bax 4 Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921-3984; Fe 
21749 Email: cci@clare.org: Websites: hup.//mmmbible 
Zaretorg (Claretian Publications Ine) & htp//misionaries.lare.org 
(Glaretians in the Philippines) 
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Filipino seamen losing out 
to automation, competition 


GREATER AUTOMATION ABOARD SHIPS 
and competition from Asian neighbors are 
cutting into demand for the Filipinos who 
make up 20 percent of the sailors in the global 
shipping industry the International Labor Or- 
ganization said yesterday. 

‘The current shipbuilding boom has created 
strong demand for officers worldwide, the ILO 
said, but the trend toward automated vessels 
with smaller crews has reduced the need for 
lower-skilled seafarers, known as ratings. 

“As today’s ships become more specialized 
and automated, the required skills mix has 
changed,” the ILO said in a statement. “De- 
mand for skilled deck officers and engineers 
continues to rise, while slimmer crews means 
the need for lesser skilled ratings is dropping.” 

‘A December report by the Baltic and Inter- 
national Maritime Council estimated a worid- 
wide shortage of 10,000 qualified officers and 
a surplus of 135,000 ratings, the ILO said. 


skilled Filipino sailors are facing competition 
from Asian neighbors like China, India, Myan- 
mar and Vietnam, just as Filipinos squeezed 
out their European and American counter- 
parts in the past, the ILO said. 

‘The labor body said the benchmark month- 
ly wage for Filipino ratings is $1,400, while 
sailors from other Asian countries are accept- 
ing jobs for as low as $500 to $700. 

‘Some ship owners also are increasingly im- 
posing age restrictions—sometimes as low as 
40 years, itsaid. 

But the ILO quoted shipping industry and 
labor executives as saying many ship owners 
still prefer Filipino crewmen because they 
speak English, are Western-oriented and 
“flexible and have a caring attitude.” 

‘The labor body said it is now crafting anew 
Maritime Labor Convention to reflect the 


adopted, it will consolidate and update more 
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needs of a globalized shipping industry. If ‘ | Food Grade 


‘Aside from shrinking overall demand, less- than 65 international labor standards. AP 


Appeals court 
asked to clear 
backlog of cases 


By Armand N. Nocum 


THE NEW PRESIDING JUSTICE OF THE 
Court of Appeals, Ruben T. Reyes, has asked 
the CA justices to clear the backlog of cases in 
their sala, saying that no real justice is at- 
tained when cases are delayed. 

Reyes said he wanted to make the CA “righ- 
teous and reasonable in its decisions and res- 
lutions, and responsible and responsive to 
the challenge of judicial service.” 

“First and foremost, we will address very 
earnest the matter of eliminating the back- 
Jog in cases,” Reyes said in an interview. 

He said the appellate court, which receives 
an average of 8,049 cases a year, would be 
giving priority to cases that are more than a 
‘year old from the date of submission. 

As of Jan. 2, he said there were only 54 cas- 
es dating back to 1999 and beyond. 

Reyes said he would issue an order today 
that the 54 cases be decided in 60 days and af- 
ter that, within the next 10 months, from 
March to December. 

“Our target is to decide all appealed cases 
from 2000 to 2004," he sai 

Since he himself has a “zero backlog” in his 
sala, Reyes said he would volunteer to work 
on some of the older cases. 

The CA presiding justice said there were on- 
ly a total of 10,000 pending cases before the 
appellate court, which was founded 70 years 
ago. He said the court has resolved 14,000 of 
the 13,000 new cases filed last year. 

“So by December, we can easily dispatch 
the 10,000 [pending] cases this year so that 
the 10,000 to 12,000 cases that we will re- 
ceive this year will all be current cases next 
year, no more backlog,” he said. 

‘The court considers as backlog cases those 
that have remained undecided for more than 
one year from the date of submission. 

Reyes, who was appointed in December, 
said CA justices have managed to reduce to an 
average of two years the time needed for cas- 
es to be resolved—a marked improvement 
from the 15 to 20 years that it used to take the 
CA to decide cases. 

However, he foresees a drastic increase in 
the number of cases to be handled by the 
court now that the Supreme Court has thrown 
to the CA all appealed administrative cases 
filed before the Office of the Ombudsman. 

“The Supreme Court declared thar all these 
appeals or petitions for review from the [Om- 
budsman] should be brought to the CA first 
and from there to the high court,” he said. 


Top soldiers get a chance to 
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OF the three branches of the armed forces and z 
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‘The Outstanding Philippine Soldiers (TOPS) by 

the Metrobank Foundation, the corporate social S 

responsibility arm of Metrobank, and its parmer, 
the Rotary Club of Makati Metro. 

Metrobank Foundation executive vice presi- 
dent and executive director Aniceto M. Sobrepefia 
said the 10 were selected from the Army, Navy 
and Air Force and one from the Technical Services 
ofthe military (medical corps, the corps of profes- 
sors, and Judges Advocates Group office). 

‘The winners are Maj. Hernanie S. Songano, 
Radarman Freddie E. Asence, Sgt. Rudy D. Es- ji CAMCORDERS 
puelas, Col. Dacio-Teody R. Udal, Lt. Col. Ar- C SCD-358 PRSIA 
nulfo J, Marcos, Senior M/Sgt. Fidel A. Ale- 
gre, Jr, M/Sgt. Guillermo P Francisco, Capt. Every P500 purchase 
Giemel O. Espino, S/Sgt. Irwin P Parolma and entitles you to join 
T/Sgr. Larry A. Dacuray. NE DAR TAME NTE 

‘The 2005 TOPS awardees were selected by ~ Qraw starts 12nn / ends Spm t ÉDERARIMENIES 
the final board of judges, chaired by Rep. Deadline for submission of entries 5 min. before each draw. i 
Arthur Defensor, chair of the House commit- |" ~ en» = SOA Ke asl ce 
tee on good governance and Supreme Court Fe PSS ELT TTL RIE EE RAT EIT a PÉTER 
‘Associate Justice Dante O. Tinga, after a series 
of interviews held in November. 

Other members of the final board of judges 
are former Labor Secretary Nieves R. Confe- 
sor; Far Eastern University president Dr. Lydia 
B. Echauz; 2004 Ramon Magsaysay Awardee N 
for Emergent Leadership and Executive Coor- Ne = 
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30% kickback for solons, says witness 


From page Al 


colod City), Oscar Garin (lloilo), 
Edgar Espinosa (Guimaras) and 
Reylina “Neneng” Nicolas (Bulacan); 
Governors Vicente Bermejo (Capiz) 
and Florencio Miraflores (Aklan), 
and Kalibo Mayor Reymar Rebaldo. 

Some of the officials issued de- 
nials. (See story at right.) 

Barredo said that between Jan- 
uary and April 2004, he worked with 
one Maritess “Tess” Aytona, believed 
to be one of the owners of medical 
supplier Feshan Philippines Inc. and 
an “agent” of then Agriculture Un- 
dersecretary Jocelyn ‘Jocjoc” 
Bolante. 

He said it was Aytona who took 
care of getting the required papers 
signed, and having the necessary 
funds as well as the commissions re- 
leased. 

Identifying himself as a broker of 
Feshan, Barredo said Aytona had 


claimed that the DA fund was being 
managed by Bolante, the alleged 
chief architect of the fertilizer fund 
program. 

‘The Senate tried to serve a subpoe- 
na on Aytona at the Feshan office at 
16 Sgt. Esguerra Ave., South Triangle 
Quezon City, but found the place 
abandoned. 


Overpricing 

At the same hearing, Commission 
on Audit officials said the suppliers 
and nongovernment organizations 
that received a huge portion of the 
P728-million fund from the DA for 
eventual distribution to farmers’ 
groups “overpriced” the cost of the 
fertilizer by millions of pesos. 

Sorsogon Board Member Rebecca 
Aquino testified that the provincial 
government received P5 million from 
the DA and used it to purchase over 
2,000 liters of Bio Nature Liquid Fer- 
tilizer 


BOLANTE: Have you seen this man? 


She said the fertilizer—sold by lo- 
cal suppliers at between P180 and 
P350 per liter—was bought at the 
padded cost of P1,500 per liter from 
Feshan itself, and turned out to be in- 
appropriate for rice and corn. 

‘After the hearing, Sen. Ramon 
Magsaysay Jr. told reporters: “In ef- 
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ATTENTION: TO ALL NHMFC BORROWERS 


UPDATE YOUR 
HOUSING LOAN AN 
SAVE YOUR HOMES!!! 


AVAIL OF NHMFC’S SPECIAL 
REPAYMENT PROGRAM (SRP) 


+ LOW DOWN PAYMENT ON RESTRUCTURED LOAN 

+ LOW MONTHLY AMORTIZATION 

+ MINIMAL PROCESSING FEE 

+ EXTENDED REPAYMENT PERIOD: 
MAXIMUM OF 20 YEARS 


NHMFC HAS NOT AUTHORIZED NOR 
ACCREDITED AGENTS OR BROKERS TO TRANSACT 
COLLECTION ACTIVITIES FOR OR 
IN BEHALF OF NHMFC. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT OUR OFFICE AT 
FILOMENA BUILDING Ill, 
104 AMORSOLO ST.LEGASPI VILLAGE, MAKATI CITY 


OR AT ANY NHMFC REGIONAL/SATELLITE 
OFFICES OR CALL OUR 
CENTRAL COUNSELLING UNIT AT 
TEL. NO. 893-1501 LOCAL 390 AND 391. 


THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE!!! AVAIL OF THIS 
RESTRUCTURING PROGRAM UNTIL JUNE 30, 2006. 


NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION 


Ill, 104 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village, Makati Cit 


501 connecting all depts. 


fect, we have further strengthened the truth 
that the [DA] down to the RFU level had 
made use of the fund to commit such 
large-scale overpricing and under-delivery. 

“If this is not reversed, we will continue to 
bleed, and our farmers will continue to be im- 
poverished.” 

Magsaysay, chair of the investigating com- 

mittee on agriculture and food, said it was up 
to the COA to pick up from where the commit- 
tee had left off: “The COA itself can file cas- 
es” 
But the senator said he was not keen on 
inviting the lawmakers mentioned by 
Barredo. He said the House of Representa- 
tives’ committee on ethics should look into 
the brokers claims. 


‘SOP’ 

In his testimony, the bespectacled Barredo 
said he worked with Aytona on the sale of 
medicines to local government units from 
1997 to 2003. 

He said that in January 2004, Aytona invit- 
ed him to work with her in the sale of liquid 
fertilizer to local officials, with the funds com- 
ing from the DA and the fertilizer to be pur- 
chased from Feshan. 

Barredo named a Julie Gregorio as the 
president of Feshan, which, he said, had con- 
nections to Bolante and was authorized by the 
latter to supply fertilizer to local government 
units. 

“She (Aytona) told me that funds from the 
DA would be given to the LGUs to buy the fer- 
tilizer. According to Tess, the fund is being 
managed by DA Usec Bolante,” Barredo said, 
reading from a sworn affidavit. 

Initially, Barredo said, he and Aytona met 
with Mayors Castillo and Pagdanganan of the 
Bulacan towns of Pulilan and Calumpit, re- 
spectively, and Bulacan Representative Nico- 
las to inform them they had funds ranging 
from P3 million to P6 million. 

He said Nicolas “declined to accept the fer- 
tilizer, and decided to accept cash only.” 

“Tlearned that if the fund, for instance, was 
P3 million, the SOP (standard operating pro- 
cedure or commission) would be P900,000 
(30 percent of P3 million), and the rest would 
be used to buy fertilizer,” he said. 

For his work, Barredo said Aytona 
promised him P10,000 a month, plus 3-5 per- 
cent of the commission. 


Demands 

After his stint in Central Luzon, Barredo, 
being an Ilonggo, was instructed by Aytona to 
concentrate on Region 6. 

There, he said, he made the same offer to 
officials who | included Congressmen 
Puentevella, Garin and Espinosa, Governors 
Bermejo and Miraflores and Mayor Rebaldo. 

He said Puentevella, who was allotted PS 
million, accepted the offer, but insisted that 
only 25 percent be used to buy fertilizer and 
the rest be converted to cash. 

“Tess Aytona was with me at that time,” 
Barredo said. 

Garin, who was allocated PS million, also 
received a commission equivalent to 30 per- 
cent of the fund, Barredo said. He said Es- 
pinosa got a P3-million fund and a 30-percent 
“SOB” 

Barredo said that when he and Ayrona met 
with Bermejo at the Roxas capitol, the gover- 
nor asked about the amount of the commis- 
sion and was told that he would get 20 per- 
cent. 

“The governor retorted that a supplier had 
given a 40-percent offer, and instructed Tess 
to call Usec Bolante. 1 saw and heard Gover- 
nor Bermejo and Usec Bolante talk on the 


Antipregnancy 


From page Al 


Health Survey (NDHS) of 2003, prefers pills 
over other methods of contraception. 

It is said to prevent pregnancy by keeping 
eggs from being released from the ovary, 
while thickening the cervical mucus to keep 
sperm out of the uterus. 

The pills manufacturer, Organon, has cut 

its retail price to P75 per strip from the origi- 
nal P252.50. The drastic reduction in price is 
expected to benefit the disadvantaged class- 
es. 
“By offering the product at a much lower 
price, Organon will help more women have 
more access to safe and reliable contracep- 
tion,” Francesca Ballmer, the company's 
Philippine general manager, said yesterday at 
a press conference. 

‘Organon has shared head offices in the 
United States (New Jersey) and the Nether- 
lands (Oss). 

The move is expected to open the local 
market to companies producing popular con- 
traceptives such as condoms and pills. 

But despite the promises of Desogestrel, the 
manufacturer is bracing itself for strong oppo- 
sition from the Catholic Church, which is firm- 
ly against artificial family planning methods. 

“We fully respect the stand of the Catholic 
Church,” Ballmer said. “Our opinion is that all 
Filipinos should have a fully informed choice 
and make their own decisions.” 


Promising market 

Based on the Filipino pregnancy behaviors 
indicated in the NDHS, there is a promising 
market for producers of foreign contracep- 
tives. 

‘The survey says women aged between 25 
and 49 have their first baby at the median age 
of 23.2, which is quite near the median age 
for their first sexual intercourse—22.8 in ur- 
ban areas and 20.8 among the poor. 
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Black 
propaganda,’ ' 
says governor 


“BLACK PROPAGANDA’ WAS HOW | 
Capiz Gov. Vicente Bermejo described 
the testimony of his fellow Capiceño 
Jose Barredo Jr. that he had received a 
40-percent commission for the delivery 
of liquid fertilizer to his province. 

Bermejo said he was ready to face the 
Senate if given a chance in order to clear 
his name. ‘We have supporting docu- 
ments to prove that [the fertilizer] was 
distributed to farmers in Capiz, and [a] 
corresponding (Commission on Audit] re- 
port that [the project] was properly imple- 
mented,” Bermejo said in a statement e- 
mailed to the Inquinen yesterday. 

The governor also belied allegations 
that the project was used for the 2004 
election campaign, saying it was imple- | 
mented in July 2004, or two months af- 
ter the polls. 

Former Allan governor and now Rep. 
Florencio Miraflores also denied 
Barredo's allegation that he had re- 
ceived a P1.5-million commission. 

“Tm really surprised that my name 
has been dragged into that controversy.” 
he said in a phone interview. 

Miraflores said he neither knew nor 
had heard of Barredo. 

He said that while Aklan was a recipi- 
ent of a fertilizer fund of PS million, the 
project was implemented only in 
September 2004, when he was already a 
congressman. 

In a separate phone interview, Kalibo 
Mayor Reymar Rebaldo also denied 
knowing Barredo. 

“That is laughable. 1 do not recall 
meeting him,” Rebaldo said. 

Former Iloilo Rep. Oscar Garin like- } 
wise denied knowing Barredo or having 
met with him. 

Garin said audit reports and a check 
with the recipients and suppliers would 
disprove Barredo's claims. Reports from | 
Connie E. Fernandez and Nestor P Bur- 
gos Jr., PDI Visayas Bureau 


phone,” Barredo said, adding that he eventu- 
ally delivered the first tranche of the commis- 
sion to the governor. 


The one who rejected offer 

Per Barredo's testimony: 

‘© He visited Puentevella at the latter's 
home in Bacolod in April 2004 to present the. 
memorandum of agreement, but the lawmak- 
er signed it only a few days later. 

‘© Miraflores did not sign the MOA until he 
received the P1.5-million commission a day 
before the May 2004 elections. 

© Rebaldo did not agree to the initial offer 
of P600,000 in commissions and demanded 
more. The additional money was delivered. 

© Iloilo Rep. Arthur Defensor did not ac- 
cept his allocation from the DA but request- 
ed that this be distributed to Mayors Alex 
Centena of Calinog, Mayor Mario Malones 
of Maasin and Mayor Ramirez of Lam: 
bunao. 

“Before the elections, we also met with 
Congressman Lacson, Congressman Maranon 
and Governor Maranon, but the release of 
their allocations did not push through after, 
they switched sides and supported FPJ (Fer- 
nando Poe Jr., standard-bearer of the opposi- 
tion),” Barredo said. 


pill... 


Ina presentation, Organon medical adviser! 
Dr. Sylvia Santos translated the supposed: 
Philippine birth rate of 2.36 percent to four. 
million Filipinos being born every year. (Pro- 
life advocates insist the birth rate is only 1.9: 
percent.) 

Santos said pills were generally efficient in! 
preventing pregnancy, with a failure rate of 
only 0.1 percent, The failure rate of condoms, 
is 3 percent, and the withdrawal method 4: 
percent. 


Margin of safety 

Desogestrel was first introduced in 1981. 
Currently, it has four million users in more! 
than 100 countries, Organon said. 

It is taken on a 28-day regimen and has a 
margin of safety of 12 hours. That means it is! 
still safe for the user to have sex within that 
period when she forgets to take the pill, ac- 
cording to Santos. 

The pill is also skin-friendly, Santos said,’ 
citing a 1998 study claiming that “over 80 
percent of pre-existing acne had disappeared 
after six cycles of treatment.” 

She said the same study showed a low inci- 
dence of side effects, such as nausea and. 
headaches, among users. 

‘Another study conducted in 1990 showed! 
that the pill decreases the incidence of men 
strual pain or dysmenorrhea, she added. 

Santos disputed the allegation that pills) 
were abortifacients, meaning they induced} 
abortion. 


Misconception 

“Ies a misconception and [a product of]! 
misinformation,” she said. “For abortion to’ 
occur, there must first be pregnancy. But as 
you can see, most of the pills today prevent 
ovulation, How can a pill be an abortifacient 
if there's no pregnancy?" = 

Santos also claimed that pills could reduc 
the incidence of ovarian and uterine cancer. =, 
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Palace: No settlement on Piatco | == ae Bison 


brah penses, tat der 
awed poland 
Malacafiang. that built the terminal. a at pags | 


Last year, Fraport struck a Executive Secretary- Eduardo | pasty sata post nasalis, es 
deal with Manila Hotel to sell Ermita said ICSID should come anti morning baat E enama cio —— 

its stake in Naia 3 for $200 mil- out with its decision on the case |oetasasrsaneamwm] | gi a an z 
ort AG because government lion. The deal collapsed the by March or April. THRABREAT SYSTEM 4 he ©; OG 
lawyers are confident they . là other day. Favila said the government, | improve your sociale. 

ould win the case filed by the MP: “Substantial roadblocks in through the Manila International anaua | |15hp-P18,500, 2hp-P25,000, 2.5hp-P30,000) 
German airport operator for fe À reaching an agreement could not Airport Authority (Miaa), is set to | aeto biesh cation. Floor Mounted 
compensation of its investment f= À $: | be removed,” Fraport said in a hire an independent assessor to | areenaa nna | Shp-P39.500 5h 

in Ninoy Aquino International K ; 4] statement on Wednesday. appraise Naia 3. sans Din daya teakeent] 
Airport Terminal 3. ne i Fraport said it would continue Fraport said Wednesday it was | Feesherwinuaouane | IC 2 

1, Trade Secretary Peter Favila, À § “Fj À to pursue compensation for its confident it had a strong case for ee seems "| | Available at MC Home Depot takati, Fort Bonifacio & Ortigas| 
the government's point man for Pui -àf À holding in the terminal through compensation at the World Bank. |cus ares: exizzer7] 
Naia 3, said Fraport had to the World Bank after the Philip- With a Reuters report 
show proof of its investment in pine government had rejected 

the terminal to the World irregularities by the Supreme Fraport’s demand for $425 mil- 

Bank’ International Center for Court. à lion in compensation. "A 

the Settlement of Investment Fraport claimed it spent more The Supreme Court on CEST 

Disputes (ICSID) in Washing- than $425 million to put up Naia Wednesday upheld its earlier or- PASIG ROYALE l New Year 

ton D.C. 3 under a build-operate-and- der for the government to pay an A 

Varie burden of proof is on transfer contract with Philippine _ initial P3 billion ($57.6 million) New Home . 
them (Fraport). They claim they International Air Terminals Co. to the Fraport-led consortium A 

spent this much for Naia 3sothey (Piatco). Le A) 

Should back this up with official _ The deal was voided by the |f Nd 

tecords. I believe ICSID will want Supreme Court in 2003 and it x 
proof of their spending before ordered the government to À To the Devotees of ihel 
Judging on their just compensa- compensate Piatco for its in- |A: SACRED HEART OF JESUS. 
tion,” Favila said. vestment. X 1°" TODAY ISTHE FIRST FRIDAY o 
$ Fraport went to the World “Were going to pursue the ES the month. Novenas to thel 
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the government expropriated will win, We're not interested ina | 1 ST. ANTHONY are given away. Please get them E ji 

the ferminal whose contract compromise deal,” Favila said [fom JASMINE at the Sausio de San Rs pen 
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MALACANANG IS NOT INTER- 
sted in a settlement with Fra- 


ard 


semen | 


Airport (Naia) ter in Affordable 
pals, the Manila In- PAR 
ternational Airport 
Authority (Miaa) has 
begun limiting the 
access area allowed 
for visitors’ passes. 

Robert Uy, head 
executive assistant of n a 
Miaa general manag- = 2e > Vitale a 
er fifonso Cusi, said i ; r r ‘rete ny 
the airport authority ‘our Italian-inspired Villas! 
recognizes the Fil- 
ipino trait of giving a 
warm welcome or 
send off but “there 


are security and op- 

Sil” cet -Hotshot US. 
at have to be taken 

into consideration.” ERNAKDO gi2.PPHC (7742) photograp ers 
un agani  0917-812-PPHC (1742) 4 y 

Re oe oe 0922-812-PPHC (7742) . coming to Manila 

the International Civ- Champaca St. Mindanao Ave., Quezon Cty  www.spaziobernardo.com to join 13 other speakers for 4 

it Aviation Organiza- Just 8 minutas away tom the MRT SM Nort emia Peer © s-day lectures, presentations & W 

tion (CAO) stan- | From Makai, take EDSA upon reaching SM Ciy Noth, tun ght BOOMLAND REALTY: 939-7338 ‘outdoor workshop with models 


dards as a basis for | then lett to Mindanao Avenue, pass Congressional. 
faplementing the | door Ave- um ro at Cnampaca Sos HBC SPLASH) GRANWOOD REALTY: 929-8584 February 10-14, 2006 AIM, laa, Metro Manila Fo 


stricter rules. ue Maximan OK VOM La Pc pret ton bjt changa what i nate. URLS Ma 1610 at rer 


Michael Glen Taylor, Photog. 
Canet Presiden, PA = the best 
‘wire patter inthe werd? 


life you find Re 
M He ne 
the best. 


Videography, to online promotion. 
Attend all lectures for only P3,000.00" 

‘The art of feeling well in every way is a valuable legacy. LAUFEN has discovered this 3 (separate fee for location hands-on workshop). 
again in modem designs. Spacious dimensions, elegant design and high quay for 2 Fee includes participants bag and dinner-show. 
contemporary bathing pleasure. With constructive special features, such as invisible : "pre-event rate 00000 entended unt February 9,2006 
overfiows in washbasins and bidets, automatic toilet seat lowering, while dirt and water 3 
posts simply crip off wth water on the ceramic suriace. 


by frog design Germany 


Come & experience Laulen first-hand at our showroom in Bel-Air. 
‘5 . hele bs Register in person or online 


Federation of Philippine Photographers Foundation 
(632) 813 7420, 843 5341 
PhotoWorldManila.com 


Manila Water 
RO 
Water interruptions in portion 
of Makati and Mandaluyong 
needed to upgrade facilities 


Manila Water is regularly upgrading its facilities to improve the distribution of water in the East 
Zone. As part of the program, several large valve will be installed to upgrade the distribution lines. The 
first activity will affect portions of Makati due the installation of a large valve along Quingua and EDSA. 
The interruption will start 10:00 pm, Saturday, February 4, up to 6:00 am, February 5. The following 
areas will be affected:Bgy. Pitogo, South Cembo, Cembo, Pinagkaisahan, Guadalupe Nuevo, 
Guadalupe. Viejo, Bel Air 1-4, Urdaneta Village, Salcedo Village, Legaspi Village, San Lorenzo, Pio del 
Pilar, San Antonio , Sta. Cruz, San Miguel Village, Poblacion, Pasong Tamo, Dasmarinas Village and 
Makati Central Business District. 
L /\ F E N Meanwhile, the second interruption will occur in Mandaluyong due to the installation of another 
i large valve this time along A. Mabini and Wilson. The interruption will start 10:00 pm, Tuesday, February 
7, up to 6:00 am, February 8 and will affect the following portion of Bgy. Valencia and Santolan Road, 
Made in Switzerland Little Baguio, Addition Hills, Bgy. Pasadena, Paterno, Isabelita, Onse, St. Joseph and Maytunas. 
Manila Water Company advises all residents of the said areas to store enough water prior 10 the 
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the WORLD T 
Bush ‘State’ speech greeted by doubts 


WASHINGTON—PRES- 2 . iJa 
ot eo N Dai Energy plan won’t cut need for Mideast oil ; 


new appeal for greater © By Tom Doggett dards, and in developing an in- trucks. 3 
i id- frastructure of hydrogen fueling The federal Energy Informa: 
democracy in the Mid: WASHINGTON—AMERICANS stations, Shosteck said. tion nat ed in its} 
dle East and efforts to Hi ~ may drive cars in two decades Producers of ethanol, a fuel long-term forecast released in 
make drastic cuts in oil = Sa = polutlon-ee hy. that can be Lo com, sug: December that US crude oil ims% 
5 a irogen or fuel made from grass at, or waste products like wood ports will average 12.3 millions 
imports from the region and wood chips, but itwill not be chips and switch grass, are Barrels a day in 2025, with ship 
was greeted Wednesday wala sates naa UE Res neo eats from the Middle East, 
z oil imports from the Middle East, “We are pleased that President about a quarter of that. 
with doubts and some President George W. Bush told Bush recognizes the need to "hat meani to each to ther 
opposition. Congress on Tuesday that Ameri- move the country toward an en- president goal, about 2.3 mil 
“The president's call for a 75 ca was addicted to oil and needed ergy future that is less reliant on lion barrels of daily Mideast im- 
percent cut in Middle East oil im- to slash its Middle East crude pur- unreliable and increasingly costly ports will have to be replaced 
ports in the next 20 years was the BUSH a day after delivering his fifth State ofthe Union address. as? chases by 75 percent by 2025 by foreign sources of oil,” said Bob through the use of new fuels and; 
centerpiece of his annual State of building vehicles that run on al- Dinneen, president ofthe Renew- new cars. $ 
the Union speech on Tuesday “a serious problem” because itis sary. lf they don't, then no subsidy ternative fuels. able Fuels Association trade “It’s a significant amount of oi 
night. “addicted to oil, which is often im- will provide it,” said Jerry ‘Taylor, The big three US automakers group. If he were successful it would be 
Sing to regain public sup- ported from unstable pars ofthe a senior fellow atthe conservative are each working on a hydrogen However, ethanol supp are very significant. But I don’t think” 
port in an election year, he also world,” like the Middle East. Cato Institute in Washington. fuel cell prototype, but so far not seen reaching the volumes it will come to pass,” said Saralt, 
Pease key aliies in the Middle He called for new research into The Washington Post said the prices remain too high for com- needed to replace ude oil ship- Emerson, director at Energy Se“. 
Rast to promote democracy and ethanol, coal-fired plants, solar goal is spectacular but the “dead- mercial sale ments from the Middle East and curity Analysis Inc, in Boston 
East to promote nan and wind technologies and mucle- line is far off, and ite not clear “But at a price range of the hydrogen-powered cars are _ US ethanol supplies will be jag, 
regime. ar energy so that 75 percent of oil what he intends in practice.” $700,000 to $1 million, a lot of not supposed to be in showrooms 783,000 barrels a day in twd 
Bush defiantly declared that imports from the Middle East can The US leader also devoted work needs to be done to get at affordable prices until as late decades—a drop in the bucket 
the United States was the indis- be replaced by 2025. much of his speech to Middle East them to a price-point that’s feasi- as 2020. compared to the more than 26.1 
pensable actor on the global While the administration said polities saying the United States ble,” said Eron Shosteck, a And ensirohmentil groups say million barrels per day of crude 
Stage, warning that “the only al- plans for increased subsidies cannot hastily withdraw from spokesperson for the Alliance of they like Bush's goal to slash oil and petroleum products the 
ternative to American leadership would boost research, experts Iraq, that Egypt and Saudi Arabia Automobile Manufacturers. imports, but do notthinkitcan be country will consume, according- 
teratie can mare dangerous and the media expressed doubts. must step up democracy efforts Much work also needs to be reached unless the government ro the EIA, whieh à the Energy 
and anxious world.” “ifthose technologies haveeco- and making a direct appeal tothe done in ensuring the vehicles orders a significant boost in fuel Department's analytical arm said. 
The president said America has nomic merit, no subsidy is neces- Iranian people. ‘AFP meet safety and emission stan- efficiency standards for car and Reuters. 


Israel halts tax payments to Palestinians 


JERUSALEM_ISRAEL ON WED- Hamaswasinthe government. led Palestinian Authority received funding in the Arab world. It sent 
nesday halted tax payments to the Were taking to them aboutit. fresh support from US President a delegation of Gaza-based offi- 
Cash-strapped Palestinian Authority But we have made it very clear … George W. Bush, who, along with cials and exiled leaders on a tour 
Gren Hamas election victory, that individual governments, or- the European Union, has threat- of Arab countries to urge them to 
promping the Palestinians totumto ganizations, look for ways that ened to cut off funding if the keep the money flowing, 
Bradt Abia and Qatar for extra they could support this interim group does not renounce violence “The tour will aim to clarify 
cash to cushion the economicshock. government,” state department and recognize Israel, Hamas’ position based on its elec- 
‘Customs revenue collected by spokesperson Sean McCormack “In order for the United States tion agenda and to press Arab 
Israel on behalf of the authority is told reporters. to support a Palestinian govern- countries to continue with finan- 
the main source of funding forthe Palestinian Economy Minister ment run by Hamas, Hamas must cial aid to the Palestinian people,” 
Palestinian budget. The money, MazenSonnoqrotdecriedwhathe change its party platform and said Sami Abu Zuhri, a Hamas 
transferred on the first of each called Israel's “illegal decision,” change its way of thinking and get spokesperson in Gaza. 
month, is used to pay an estimat- , saying it amounted to “collective "rd of this armed group, as well as | A senior Palestinian official said 
ad 140,000 Palestinian govern- punishment and estimated that change its attitude toward Israel,” the Palestinian Authority was in 
ment workers. 2s many as 1 million Palestinians Bush told Reutersin an interview. negotiations with Saudi Arabia 
Dut the United States later on would be affected, “This may “Hamas has urged foreign and Qatar for an emergency in- 
Wednesday pressed Israel to keep cause chaos," he said. donors to maintain aid but says it crease in aid so the authority can 
up the payments at least until Israel's calls to shun a Hamas- could still find other sources of pay its employees. Reuters 


Saddam actnessziyizhangina scene from “Memoirs ofa Geisha.” The fim 
with “Crash,” and “Good Night, and Good Luck,” for six Oscar 


PLDT ADVISORY "°c. ; 


China won’t show ‘Geisha’ 


HONG KONG—THE CHINESE Japan hasn't sufficiently apok 
Iraqi dictator Saddam government has canceled the re- gized for its World War Il-era mil-. 
res and, et ease of “Memoirs of a itaryarocties 
Geisha"—an unexplained deci- China says up to 300,000 peo; 
TO ALL OUR VALUED SUBSCRIBERS, refused to attend sion made amid speculation that ple were killed in Nanjing during 
Wednesdays session of officials are worried the sight of a 1937 rampage of murder, rape 
their trial, as the em- Chinese actresses playing and looting by Japanese troops, 
battled cibunal finally Japanese geishas would stir a Many Chinese could be 
completed the fist backlash. fended by the symbolism of eth: 
on “Memoirs,” based on the best- nic Chinese actresses serving. 
Please be informed that effective February 1, 2006, gether Saddam, bis seing novel by Arthur Golden, Japanese, albelt in a movie. 
lefense team, nor any features “Crouching Tiger, Hid- Adding the already sensitive | 
pee ee oie ee den Dragon” star Zhang Ziyi, for- nature of the film, Zhang's 
i mpli i isi i lants mer Bond girl Michelle Yeoh and character in the film serves a 
in compliance with the provisions of Republic Act 9337, were at the hearing a Gong Li kom “Raise the Red busingssman who was 2 
En git te Lantern” as geishas—entertain- Japanese soldier in China’ 
ers skilled in dance, song and then-Japanese-occu| jed terri- 
also known as the VAT Reform Act, your telephone company, the trial under new Conversation. Gi a maey of Macchia: p 
ne Rauf Rasheed The casting choices may have Among recent anti-Japanese 
3 k A e Rahman's con- raised fears in the Chinese gov- backlash, demonstrators vandal: 
PLDT, will be charging an additional 2% EVAT on all products Done ernment of provoking strong an- ized Japanese-related shops and; 
ee poner tiJapanese gentiment. Sino- smashed windows at Japanese 
d see’ ein Japanese relations have been diplomatic offices in Shanghai, 
and services currently subject to 10% VAT. Thus, all PLDT inanis’ ‘Strained in recent years over terri- and Beijing in April to protest alip 
rently subject to 10% M P! phase, with testimony > torial disputes and a lingering leged whitewashing of atrocities, 


directed against the de- k 
sense among many Chinese that in Japanese textbooks. AP 
fendants, and move on sa i Lis 


products and services shall now be subject to the 12% EVAT to the hearing of wit- jer > 5 
nesses, 
À de cee ofthe ,. WORLDBRIEFS 
i ii i i ii ji days testimony, two ' 
ncluding corporate international leased lines/data services. See % 2 Bush: No gas price breaks 
radiée, three witnesses related NASHVILLE, Tennessee— President George W. Bush says the huge profits 
ing rturetac- of Exon Mobil Corp. are simply the result of the marketplace, and con- 
sae amana hen. Sum socked wih soaring energy costs should not expect price breaks, 
ties which they hod en. ariy this week, Exxon reported record profits of $10.71 billion for tho 
ued or wimessed Sf fourth quarter sod $38.13 Billon for the year, tne largest of any US compa- 
Em ny. While some polliclans objected furiously, Bush had a different reaction. 
She eight defen- “There is a marketplace in American society," he said. “There's also a ro- 
ar en il over Sponsi orne companies 1 cones estan prove te- 
ways that tno American people can get energy,” he said. "I would very much, 
The Management the massae of 48 Yop tnat Exon wold parallel pipeline out ot 
ites from the vilage asa or exampl, order to make suro there's moro natural qas valable 
of Daj fera ass (flan an sma business owner so ha economy wi gon” AP 


Saddam in 1982 and Australia resisted Timor freedom 
face the death penalty SYDNEY—A report to the United Nations found that Australia actively lob- 
if convicted. blad to delay East Timor's independence vote in 1999 and prevent its sepa- 
One of the more mi- ration from Indonesia, the national broadcaster said Thursday. The Aus- 
nor defendants, a for- tralian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) said It had obtained a copy of the re- 
mer local Baath party port by East Timor Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which accused * 
PX official, also refused 10 Australa of violating is duties under International law. The commission 
PLDT |: wing jut producea to 2.500-pge aot str sponding re ers eae ovk 
RA threscftheorignaide- Sones about Indonesia's 26-year occupation of East Timor N sald Foreign 
fendants in an accused Ministar Alexander Downer Indicated Canberra preferred for East Timor to 


box marked by five remain legally part of Indonesia and actively lobbied the government in 
STR) <back seats. AFP Jakara to delay he independence vote, ABC sald, AFP 
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Mahmoud Ahmadinejad cries during a visit to ner gharar maros; ‘Book Now! € gere CO! 


the tomb of Iran’s late founder of the Islamic trance Terminal ar SM Mego, Ortigas Centre (#360") and Phitrinc® Pasai Terminal 1P250") torram Diosdado Macapègol Intemational Airport, 
Republic, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, in 
Tehran jan. 31. 


Reporting 
Iran to UN 
Council 

a certainty 


VIENNA, AUSTRIA—AFTER MONTHS OF 
fruitless negotiations, European nations have 
set the stage for reporting Iran to the power- 
ful UN Security Council by the end of the 
week because of concerns the Islamic coun- 
try’s nuclear program is not “exclusively for 
phaceful purposes.” 

1 Iran remained defiant, warning Wednesday 
thar such action will provoke it into doing exact- 
ty what the world wants it to renounce—start- 
ing full-scale uranium enrichment, a possible 
pathway to nuclear weapons. 

' Positions appeared to be hardening on the 
eve of an Intemational Atomic Energy Agency 
meeting after European nations formally sub- 
mitted a US-backed motion for the IAEAs 35- 
nation board to refer Iran to the Security Coun- 
ef The two-day board meeting was to start 
‘Thursday. 2 

à “Nucleëf'energy is our right, and we will re- 
sfét'ühtil this right is fully realized,” President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad told a crowd of thou- 
‘sands in the southern Iran city of Bushehr, site 
of a Russian-built power plant. “Our nation 
can't give in to the coercion of some bully coun- 
tties who imagine they are the whole world.” 

‘Speaking a day after US President George W. 
Bush declared in his State of the Union address 
that “the nations of the world must not permit 
the Iranian regime to gain nuclear weapons,” 
Ahmadinejad derided the United States as a 
“hollow superpower” and vowed to pursue the 
nuclear program. 

‘The IAEA board was expected to approve the 
motion easily because Russia and Chi- 
na—which both have veto power on the Securi- 
ty Council—now support reporting Iran follow- 
ing months of opposition. 

“ran will find itself before the Security Coun- 
cil” state department spokesperson Sean Me- 
Cormack said in Washington. “Iran is working 
to develop a nuclear weapon.” 

‘The developments were a boost to the United 
States, the main proponent of referral. Wash- 
ington has waited years for international suspi- 
cions of Iran's nuclear ambitions to translate in- 
to support among board nations. 

Iran's decision Jan. 10 to restart small-scale 
uranium enrichment—and Ahmadinejad's calls 
för Israel to be wiped off the map—apparently 
rattled Beijing and Moscow. Iran became more 
insistent on its right to pursue a nuclear pro- 
gram and less cooperative in talks with Euro- 
pean negotiators after the election of the hard- 
line Ahmadinejad last June. 

‘The call for referral was contained in a conf. 
dential resolution obtained by The Associated 
Press, It “requests the director general to report 
16 the Security Council” on steps Iran needs to 


take to dispel international suspicion it could be at 
seeking to make nuclear arms. 


sam 

If the board approves referral as expected, it |) PER STICK 
will launch a protracted process that could end i 
in Security Council sanctions for Tehran. Aan Suggested Retall Price 

Still, any such moves are weeks or months ‘ie 
away. Moscow and Beijing support referral only 
‘on condition that the council take no action un- 
til at least March, when the board next meets to 
review the status of an IAEA probe into Iran's 
nuclear program and recommends further ac- 
tion. 

‘Ali Larijani, Tehran's top nuclear negotiator, 
warned that Iran would start large-scale urani- 
um enrichment at its Natanz plant and stop in- 
trusive UN inspections of its facilities if reported 
to the Security Council 

“Natanz is ready for work. We only need to ri . 
sae Te overnmen arnin 
scale) enrichment, When we do that is our call. # 
Tf they (report Iran to the Security Council), we 
will do quick” Larijani said. 


Lie me | Cigarette smoking is dangerous 
ly and has no other purpose than to generate 
power. Enrichment can produce either fuel fora 
‘nuclear reactor or the material needed to build 
en | o vour hea 
Iran's threat to resume large-scale enrich- 
ment immediately, however, appeared 
overblown. AP 
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Show us the money 


HILE PEOPLE SEEM RESIGNED TO HIGHER 
Wee because of a higher value-added tax, that 
doesn’t mean they like it. Among other things, 
the first fallout from the consequences of a higher VAT 
will be felt as people prepare to spend less for Valentine’s 
Day. As the saying already gaining currency goes, “Love is 
cheap because everything's mahal.” 
President Macapagal-Arroyo has un- 

EDITORIAL leashed a new round of campaigning, 

trying to give the citizenry billions of 
reasons to start liking her again: P11.5 billion in January 
alone for “pump-priming” the economy through spend- 
ing on what looks like an extremely fatty, pork-rich shop- 
ping list: P5 billion for the Philippine Defense Reform, 

P500 million for farm-to-market roads, P500 million for 
flood mitigation, P1 billion for the Northrail-Southrail 
linkage project, P500 million for the Social Housing Fi- 
tance Corp., P500 million for the half-priced medicine 
project, P500 million for the PhilHealth insurance pro- 
gram, P500 million for the National Food Authority food 
program, P500 million for airport development, P500 
million for the construction of school buildings, P500 mil- 
lion for high school vouchers, P500 million for the Food- 
for-School projects, and P500 million for the Barangay 
and Street Electrification program. She has announced 
that she would release P1 billion for hiring new cops and 
the purchase of new cars and guns, not to mention schol- 
arships and higher salaries as well as a P1,000 across-the- 
board increase in the compensation of government work- 
ers. 

But given all these generous giveaways and projects be- 
ing distributed by the President, we wonder how Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye could say with a straight face: 
“We have already proven that we can bite the bullet for 
the sake of the economy and the whole world is looking 
upon us to fully implement our fiscal and economic re- 
forms.” The President P35-billion pump-priming fund 
for the economy (already in the process of being spent as 
noted above) will come from “savings” which, she says, 
was made possible because the government's fiscal team 
Had “overachieved.” Siñce presumably these pump-prim- 
ing activities signal the end of forced savings, that can’t 
bode well for the deficit-reduction aspect of her fiscal re- 
form program. But the more important question is: Is 
there rhyme or reason behind the spending that goes be- 
yond larding the military, the bureaucracy and the 
provinces with patronage? 

With the raising of the VAT rate, the government ex- 
pects to rake in an additional P86 billion in income yearly. 
Bither this income is meant to bring the deficit closer to 
being eliminated or it is meant to provide a booster-injec- 
tion of funds to pay for vital investments in necessary in- 
frastructure, social services and other development- 
spending required for growth. Either way, however, with 
the administration so obviously eager to spend, spend, 
spend, the public deserves to know where the money's re- 
ally going. As Sen. Manuel Roxas II has pointed out, “The 
people are entitled to tangible benefits from the addition- 
al taxes that they pay to the government." He asked if the 
ädministration does, indeed, have a plan for spending its 
new tax income. He said the best way to do this is through 
a proper discussion of the national budget. 

"Under normal circumstances, the government would 
have had a new General Appropriations Act signed 
around this time of the year. It does not have a budget yet. 
Considering how thoroughly the President's coalition 
controls the House of Representatives, and still maintains 
a'sizable number of allies in the Senate, the absence of a 
‘budget should be a cause for concern. 

The failure to enact a budget means the old budget will 
be rolled over, so to speak. Which means billions of op- 
portunities for the President and her allies to move 
around and disburse funds far from the prying eyes of the 
public or even foreign institutions that are interested in 
seeing the government put its fiscal house in order. At the 
very least, in the hands of unscrupulous officials, it af- 
fords endless temptations to dip into public funds meant 
for already-finished projects, to fund an anti-impeach- 
ment or pro-Charter change campaign. Politically benefi- 
cial as that might be, it doesn't speak well of govern- 
ments seriousness in spending the public's money either 
wisely or well. 

* ʻ 
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Love songs at Front Page on Valentine’s Day 


(Continued from last Wednesday) 


IN MY FEB. 1 COLUMN, I CRITICIZED THE 
government policy on squatting. This policy 
only encourages more squatting and will not 
solve the problem, I said. It not only treats 
squatters with kid gloves, it coddles them. Be- 
cause of it, the government can spend 
quadrillions of pesos for relocation but in the 
end there would be more squatters because it 
gives incentives to squatting. 

‘The Urban Development and Housing Act 
(UDHA), better known as the Lina Law, and 
the law that decriminalized squatting (both 
passed because legislators were courting the 
votes of squatters) are only partly to blame 
The Lina Law has rather strong provisions 
against opportunists and professional squat- 
ters, but local government units, the Depart- 
‘ment of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), 
the Philippine National Police (PNP) and other 
government agencies do not enforce the law 
completely. Only the provisions favoring the 
squatters are enforced 

“The law punishes professional squatters (al- 
most half of all squatters are professional) and 
squatting syndicates (behind every squatter 
colony is a syndicate with its officers, lawyers, 
enforcers and collectors) but no professional 
squatter or squatting syndicate has ever been 
prosecuted. 

Local government units, from the barangay to 
the municipal and city levels, are supposed to be 
the first line of defense against the influx of new 
squatters, but barangay officials, councilors, 
mayors and even congressmen coddle the squat- 
ters because they are voters. Under the Lina Law, 
officials who coddle squatters are liable for pros- 
ecution, but have you heard of any local govern- 
‘ment official prosecuted for doing so? 

A presidential decree provides that squat- 
ters living within the sites of government in- 
frastructure projects such as streets, buildings, 
rail lines and waterways can be ejected sum- 
marily and are not entitled to government re- 
location programs. The Lina Law also called 


What the Court really said about Edsa 2 


‘THIS WEEK, I JOURNEY ONCE MORE INTO 
legal history to prepare for the coming 20ch 
anniversary of People Power. The first miscon- 
ception is that the Supreme Court went gaga 
over Edsa 2. After all, didn’t the justices swear 
in Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo on that historic 
Saturday noon in January 2001? Didn't they 
vote 13-0 to throw out former President 
Joseph Estrada’s case questioning the validity 
‘of GMA's oath-taking? 

Tn a lecture 1 gave in May 2001, during the 
centennial celebration of the Supreme Court, I 
pointed our that many justices concurred only 
in the result,” not in their reasoning. Beware 
the “hooting throng,” they wared, lest we 
“court instability and anarchy.” 

Justice Reynato Puno's majority opinion held 
that Erap had resigned but also warned, in rela- 
tion to Erap's plundef trial, about the “impatient 
vehemence of the majority’: “Rights in a 
democracy are not decided by the mob whose 
judgment is dictated by rage and not by reason. 
Nor are rights necessarily resolved by the power 
of numbers, for in a democracy, the dogmatism 
of the majority is not and should never be the 
definition of the rule of law.” 

‘Justice Jose Vitug closed his opinion with 
what he called an “elders reminder” and 
called for “great sobriety and extreme circum- 
spection.” We must not be “oblivious to the in- 
mate perils of People Power for no bond can be 
stretched far too much to its breaking poin 
He asked: “Where does one draw the line be- 
tween the rule of law and the rule of the mob, 
or berween People Power and Anarchy?” 

Justice Vicente Mendoza, joined by Justice 
Bernardo Pardo, recognized that the right to 
rebel, while not a constitutional principle, is a 
natural right which “even then, must be exer- 
cised only for weighty and serious reasons.” He 
held that Erap had become permanently dis- 
abled because he had lost the public's rust, but 
he cautioned against “extravagant claims of the 
right of the people to change their government” 
‘outside of the constitutional framework. 

Justice Josue Bellosillo similarly held that 
Erap had been permanently disabled, but de- 
tected “strong temptations of the moment to 


As I See it 


Neal H. Cruz 


for a census of squatters—the deadline for 
which passed several years ago—after which 
those who are not listed can also be ejected 
summarily and without government help. Yet 
the DPWH and other government agencies 
have spent and are still spending billions of pe- 
sos to relocate and pay off squatters who are 
not entitled to them. That is because the DP- 
WH and other government agencies are afraid 
of squattets. 

For the Northrail project, the government is 
spending several billions, about half of the cost 
of the railroad itself, to relocate the squatters 
on the rail line, although the laws do not pro- 
vide for that. But the squatters still complain. 

Although the government spends a lot of 
money to acquire and develop the relocation 
sites and physically transfer squatters, they sell 
the rights to the lots and houses assigned to 
them and then go back to squatting, expecting 
to be relocated again and earn some more. 
‘That is why when a street is about to be con- 
structed, squatters flock to the site, expecting 
to be relocated and paid off by the govern- 
ment. The government seems to be pouring 
taxpayers’ money into a bottomless pit without 
making a dent on the squatting problem. It re- 
wards incorrigible lawbreakers, the squatters, 
at the expense of law-abiding taxpayers. 

When will the government wake up? 

After the Lettermen, the Four Aces and 
Andy Williams, can the Tiongeo Brothers be 
far behind? There is a revival of geriatric 
singers everywhere. This is probably a back- 
lash to the contemporary pop music which 
is noise being passed off as music and in- 


PASSION 
FOR REASON 


Raul C. Pangalangan À } 


effect change extra-legally” and confessed that 
“rumblings of a forthcoming tempest crossed 
[his] mind” as he witnessed Edsa 2. 

Justice Santiago Kapunan called People Pow- 
er a “vague and ambiguous” concept (‘amor- 
phous and indefinable,” said Justice Consuelo 
Ynares-Santiago) and stated bluntly that it “is 
not one of the modes ... to create a vacancy in 
the office of the President.” How many “irate 
citizens” would it take to constitute People Pow. 
er? he asked. The people have the right to as- 
semble and protest. “But this right doesnot go 
to the extent of directly acting to remove the 
President from office by means outside the 
framework of the Constitution.” 

Finally, Justice Yhares-Santiago asked: “At 
what stage do people assembled en masse be- 
come a mob? And when do the actions of a 
mob, albeit unarmed or well-behaved, become 
people power?” She concluded: “This Court 
should never validate the action of a mab and 
declare it constitutional,” For her, the majority 
opinion was “this Court's legitimation through 
sufferance [that] may have the effect of en- 
couraging People Power Three, People Power 
Four and People Power ad infinitum.” 

Still the Court, in the end, “declare(d] as a 
fact what in fact exists” and acknowledged that 
GMA was president. GMA's partisans at Edsa 2, 
by their loose and careless rhetoric, may have 
unleashed a tempting normative framework 
for Edsa 3 (as I stated in 2001) and an Edsa 4 
(as now portends 2006). 

“The second misconception is that the Edsa 2 
decision was a repeat of the earlier Edsa 1 rul- 
ing. Par from it. For Edsa 1, the Court conceded 
that Cory had come to power extra-tonstitu- 
tionally, but its legitimacy was “not a justicia- 


sipid and non-sensical words being passed, 
off as song lyrics. For the romantics, there is 
nothing like the old songs with beautiful 
melodies and even more beautiful lyrics. 

Because most journalists are romantics, 
Samahang Plaridel, the association of jour. 
nalists, will make the Tiongeo Brothers and 
Marri Nallos, the Crystal Voice of Asia, sing! 
love songs at the Front Page piano bar for 
three consecutive nights—Feb. 13, 14 and 15. 

Why three nights? So that you can bring, 
your wife to the Front Page on Feb. 14, 
Valentine’s Day, and your girlfriend on Feb, 
13 and 15, This is probably your last chance 
to do this before the Imee Marcos bill. 
against unfaithful spouses is passed by 
Congress. 

In recognition of the poverty of journal: 
ists, tickets for the shows are priced ridicu” 
ously low: only P250 for the Feb. 13 and 15- 
shows, and P350 for the Valentine's Day’ 
show. 

Tickets are available at the Front Page pi” 
ano bar and the office of Samahang Plaridel 
both on TM. Kalaw Street, Manila, across’ 
the street from the National Library on Rizal, 
Park. For more details and ticket reserva- 
tions, please call Tel. Nos. 252-1560 (Amy), 
523-3367 (Nelly) or cell phone number, 
0916-568-1357. : 

Going back to the anti-unfaithful spouse bill 
filed by (who else?) Representatives Imee Mart 
cos and Liza Masa, it punishes with six years 
imprisonment the cheating husband or wife. 
The bill is quite liberal in its definition of “un: 
faithful” and “cheating.” The erring spouse 
does not necessarily have to have sex with the. 
third party. If he/she is caught in a “romantic” 
mood with somebody, he/she would immedi- 
ately be liable for prosecution. 

But wouldn't it be bad for the economy? It’ 
would put nightspots and hospitality girls out. 
of business. Husbands would be staying home 
with their wives night after night. Think of thé: 
birth rate. 
a 


ble matter [but] belongs to the realm of poli- 
tics where only the people ... are the judge." 

In contrast, the Court squarely rejected that 
reasoning for Edsa 2. While the first Edsa was 
truly revolutionary, the second Edsa wai! 
squarely accomplished within the Constitui 
tion, And the Court went to creative lengths to! 
find the “totality of prior, contemporaneous) 
and posterior facts and ... evidence,” coupled) 
with actual acts of relinquishing the office, 
showing that Erap had resigned. 

‘Why didn't the Court take the path of least rer 
sistance and wash its hands exactly the way i 
did for Edsa 1? Or why didn't the Court follow, 
the view of some justices that Erap had beei 
“permanently disabled"? Because either way, 
would have opened the “floodgates” of People, 
Power and allowed the ouster of a sitting pres 
dent through induced political paralysis. tes 

From a larger view, the Court could not hav’ 
invoked its Edsa 1 ruling because GMA lacked! 
the unimpeachable mandate enjoyed by Cor)? 
‘Aquino in 1986, Strategically, neither did GMA 
call herself revolutionary the way Cory did, be 
cause for as long as the constitutional line of 
succession was kept, GMA as vice presidentt 
would trump other contenders, She had her: 
cake, and ate it too. Thus the “constitutional: 
awkwardness" of Edsa 2, 

Should it happen that Ms Arroyo is ousted 
through another Edsa, she will be on the receivr: 
ing end of these Supreme Court decisions. Vis, 
vis Edsa 1, she will be in the shoes of Marcos,, 
holding a Batasan proclamation of victory that, 
only his partisans believed. Vis-à-vis Edsa 2, she 
willbe in the same boat as Erap, her government 
paralyzed through “withdrawal of support” bý, 
various centers of power, including the military 
and civil society. s 

Yer, if she is ousted via an outright coupl 
without the moral cover of People Power, she 
will seize the constitutional upper hand. What? 
a dreadful sight! One moment she is the taint“ 
ed President who conspired with Garci to de 
base the Constitution, and the next she is the: 
indignant guardian of the constitutional faith. 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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FORMER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER HAROLD 
Macmillan once said, “If people want a sense of pur- 
pose, they should get it from their archbishop. They 
should certainly not get it from their politicians.” 

But the question is: What if bishops turn politi- 
cians? 

The issue is compounded by the element that 
when bishops promulgate pronouncements on 
state affairs, there is a mystical aura which sug- 
gests that their pastoral pronouncements are the 
voice of God, speaking through the bishops. 

‘This brings us to a related issue raised by another 
politician. Iris said that during the American Civil 
‘War, a visitor to the White House told President 
Abraham Lincoln, “God is on our side.” To which, 
‘without batting an eyelash, Lincoln replied: "We 
trust, sir, that God is on our side. It is more impor- 
tant to know that we are on God's side." 

On Jan. 29, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines issued a two-part pastoral state- 
ment. The first, titled “Renewing Our Public Life 
‘Through Moral Values,” covered political concerns 
that have to do with the political crisis of the ad- 
ministration of President Macapagal-Arroyo. The 
other concemed an economic issue and called for 
the repeal of mining laws. The two themes com- 
prise a comprehensive agenda which raised the 
question whether the bishops have expanded their 
intervention in state affairs beyond the safe limits 
of separation between Church and State. Another 
question is whether the bishops are biting more of 
the secular stuff than they can swallow. Some 
would ask: Why don’t the bishops get elected and 
run the country, instead of politicians, so they can 
be covered by the rule of public accountability? 

‘The CBCPS pastoral statement was much 
awaited, since there has been mounting public 
pressure on the bishops to clarify their pastoral 
letter of July 10, 2005, in which they did not join 
the clamor for the resignation of President Ar- 
royo, but which left open three options for the 
resolution of the crisis: voluntary resignation, im- 
peachment, and creation of a truth commission to 


‘THE STORY IS TOLD ABOUT A POLITICIAN 
‘Who recently passed away. He had gone to Texas 
to seek treatment for his ailment, but spent two 
‘weeks waiting in vain for an appointment with 
the world-renowned specialist recommended to 
Him. When his health situation took a turn for the 
‘worse, the politician was confined in a hospital in 
another state and that was where he died. 

* Of course, there are no guarantees in life—or 
ïn death. But one would have thought that being 
a prominent public official, as well as having the 
capacity to pay, would have assured the man the 
best medical treatment in the world. Then again, 
neither could his family and friends be assured 
that even ifhe did get the treatment he sought, he 
would still be alive today. 

‘But one could still improve the odds. For many 
wealthy Filipinos—and even not-so-wealthy ones 
pushed to the brink of desperation—the last- 

ditch stand in their battle for survival is often tak- 

én abroad, usually after local specialists tell them 
they have done everything that could be done 
Within their competence. And for many of them, 
this means traveling to Houston, Texas, where 
the Texas Medical Center has gained internation- 
al renown, especially for the treatment of cardio- 
vascular diseases and cancer. 

In town until Sunday is a group composed of 
prominent cancer specialists and representatives 
of St. Luke's Episcopal Heath System (SLEH), the 
“principal health care institution” within the 
‘Texas Medical Center. The group is here primarily 
to conduct “exploratory” talks with Filipino doc- 
tors, medical institutions and even policymakers. 
“We're here to partner with you,” said Warren 
Whitehead, assistant vice president for intema- 
tional services of SLEH. “We're not coming as 
conquering Americans out to take over the Philip- 
pine health system.” 

ACTUALLY, SLEH and its affiliates within the 
‘Texas Medical Center already have a foot in the 
local market by way of the Houston Medical 
Group (HMG), which represents the institution 
in the country. Headed by “goodwill ambas- 
sador” Leo de Leon, a Filipino businessman who 


FEB. 4, AS ALL SCHOOLCHILDREN KNOW, WAS 
the day in 1899 that marked the beginning of the 
Hilipino-American War. Despite the recent correc- 
tion of the historical error by the National Histori- 
cal Institute, some people believe (and insist on 
believing) that the first shot of this war was fired 
on an old stone bridge in San Juan that was once 
honored by a historical marker installed by the 
pre-war Philippines Historical Committee. The 
marker has since been moved from San Juan 
Bridge to an obscure comer on Sociego Street in 
Sta, Mesa, Manila. While San Juan lost an annual 
commemoration, Manila gained another historic 
site and we hope the mayor of Manila or the 
Manila Cultural and Tourism Office will continue 
to remind people of the historical event that oc- 
curred there on the night of Feb. 4, 1899. 

We are all familiar with the story. Private 
William Grayson (1876-1941) shot at Filipino 
soldiers and with this act ignited a night of. 
fire that has since come to be known as the “First 
Shot in the Philippine-American War.” It is unfor- 
tunate that we do not have the name and rank of 
the Filipino who was shot at. We are not even sure 
if he died or not, although Grayson, in an inter- 
view given months after the event, proudly 
claimed he shot not one but two Filipinos that 
evening, A later account even gives the rank of 
the unnamed Filipino as a lieutenant. 

_ Contrary to popular belief, Grayson was not an 
‘American, though he was with Company D of the 
first Nebraska Infantry Regiment. He was actually 
an Englishman. Previous to serving in the Philip- 
pines, he was an immigrant and a hotel worker 
who only acquired US citizenship in 1900. Thus, 
the first shot in the Philippine-American War was 
actually fired by an Englishman, not an American. 

We must thank Dr. Benito Legarda for further re- 
search on Grayson. Legarda found out that upon his 
retum to the United States from the Philippines, 
Grayson settled in San Francisco and got married in 
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inquire into allegations that the President had 
manipulated the 2004 elections. 

‘The second and third modes did not material- 
ize. Having survived the crisis of July 8 and the 
impeachment complaint last September, the Pres- 
ident is unlikely to step down voluntarily. With 
the changed condition, the pastoral statement of 
July 10 was overtaken by events and the Church 
is no longer in a pivotal position, like it was on Ju- 
ly 10, to determine the fate of the Arroyo admin- 
istration. 

‘The Jan. 29 statement took the bishops out of 
the ambiguity of their July 10 statement and 
stands out for its clarity in examining the issues of 
the crisis, now in a state of impasse. With their re- 
cent statement, the bishops have shown a better 
respect for empirical evidence on the political real- 
ity than they had last July. Their latest statement 
did not mince words, while the previous one left 
many in doubt as to whether the hierarchy was sid- 
ing with the President, although their decision left 
no doubt that it gave her some breathing space. 

Nothing can be more emphatic and specific 
about the bishops’ position than this opening 
statement: “We have all observed the failure of 
political processes to make public servants ac- 
countable for w rongdoing. 

“What we have seen instead are acts of evasion 
and obstruction of the truth, as in the case of the 
‘wiretapping and the Garcillano controversy. 

“While we acknowledge that patriotic and sin- 
cere Filipinos have heeded our call in July 2005 
for accountability in public office and sought 
means for the truth to emerge, we also witness 


A ‘medical oasis’ 
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came home in 1997 after 18 years living in Hous- 
ton, HMG has developed a program together 
with leading US-trained Filipino physicians to 
provide patients and their family “access to 
world-class medical services, ensuring confiden- 
tiality, customer care, and cultural sensitivity.” 

HMG provides Filipino clients with two types 
of services. One is the “virtual second opinion,” 
where it sends a patient's medical records to 
‘Texas to be reviewed by specialists who will 
render a second opinion that includes treat- 
ment options. If needed, HMG could also ar- 
range fora conference call with SLEH for imme- 
diate consultation. 

‘Should the client decide to go for treatment 
in Houston, HMG could “manage the entire 
process before, during and after” one’s stay, 
including setting priority appointments and 
confirmation with the specialists of one's 
choice, pre-registration for admission to 
SLEH, a pre-departure briefing, and even air- 
port assistance, translation assistance, and a 
nurse liaison during one's stay in Texas. 

It's the “depth of care” that is available at 
‘TMC that puts it way above other health insti- 
tutions, De Leon believes. “We have a unique 
resource in that one has access not just to one 
hospital, or one research institution, but to 
more than 40 institutions and all the expertise, 
technology and research work in them.” 

‘TMC is a real “medical city” with over 42 in- 
stitutions, including 13 hospitals and 11 
schools, all clustered together in an area 
roughly the size of Makati. In 2004, it regis- 
tered 5.2 million patients, about 10,000 of 
them from over 80 countries outside the Unit- 
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October 1899. “He worked as a house painter or an 
undertaker, and spent many years convincing Army 
doctors that his ulcers and malaria were servicere- 
lated.” In history books we h ave two pictures of 
him, one standing and facing the camera, the other 
crouching and aiming his rifle. 

His own account of the event goes: 

"That night, about 8 o'clock, [Orville] Miller 
and i—there were two of us—were cautiously pac- 
ing our district. We came to a fence and were try- 
ing to see what the Filipinos were up to. Suddenly, 
near at hand, on our left, there was a low unmis- 
takable Filipino outpost signal whistle. [This] was 
immediately answered by a similar whistle, about 
25 yards to the right. Then a red lantern flashed its 
signal from Blockhouse No. 7. We had never seen 
such a sign before. In a moment something rose 
slowly up not 20 feet in front of us. It was a Fil- 
ipino. 1 yelled, Halt! and made it pretty loud, for 1 
was accustomed to challenging the officer of the 
guard in approved military style. The man moved. 
T challenged him with another "Halt! Then he im- 
prudently shouted, ‘Alto’ at me. Well, I thought 
the best thing to do was to shoot him. He dropped. 
If didn't kill him, I guess he died of fight. 

“Then two Filipinos sprang out of the gateway 
about 15 feet from us. I called ‘Halt!’ and Miller 
fired and dropped one. 1 saw another was left. 
Well, think I got my second Filipino that time. We 
retreated to where our six other fellows were and 1 
said: ‘Line up, fellows, the niggers are in here all 
through these yards. We then retreated to the pipe 


those who seem to use ‘the search for truth’ as a 
means of furthering their political ambitions. 

“As a result of all this, there seems to be a para- 
lyzing gridlock in the political sphere.” 

‘These assessments are empirically verifiable. 
‘They therefore carry more weight than the pious 
falminations of bishops whose rhetoric has been 
Jong on rash judgments and short on evidence. 
‘Therein lies the merit ofthe Jan. 29 statement. This 
time, the bishops have chosen to resist the tempta- 
tion to play political rabble-rousers and pander to 
the gallery of a hostile public calling for blood. 

‘The pastoral statement is clear about what to 
donext. 

First, the search for truth must be “relentlessly 
pursued through structures and processes man- 
dated by law and our Constitution.” 

“They did not really pursue the truth,” said the 
CBCP president, Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, 
referring to the killing of the impeachment com- 
plaint against Ms Arroyo last September. “They 
stopped at technicalities.” 

Second, electoral reforms should be urgently 
taken, beginning with the resignation or even pros- 
ecution of a number of Commission on Elections of- 
ficials and the modernization of the election count- 


ing process. 

Third, the 2007 elections “should not be can- 
celled.” 

Fourth, the bishops do not support “hasty efforts” 
to change the Constitution and said revision “is best 
done through a constitutional convention.” 

‘These proposals constitute a manageable 
framework of political action that is not driven by 
any illusion that when bishops speak, they are the 
voice of God and God is on their side. The bish- 
ops’ return to clarity does not, however, close the 
issue of whether their political activism has 
crossed the boundaries separating Church and 
State. That is a more disturbing issue than the 
survival or demise of the Arroyo regime, al- 
though itis in the public interest that the latter is- 
sueis resolved by 2007. 


ed States. SLEH alone has five “centers of ex- 
cellence”: the Texas Heart Institute headed by 
world-renowned cardiovascular surgeon Dr. 
Denton Cooley, the Texas Cancer Institute, the 
Texas Liver Institute, the Texas Urology Insti- 
tute, and the Texas Lung Institute. 

FOR this visit, De Leon brought over two top spe- 
cialists from SLEH: Dr. Brian Miles, medical di- 
rector of the Texas Cancer Institute and a leading 
authority on urology; and Dr. Sewa Legha, direc- 
tor of SLEH's Melanoma Center. 

“Lam very impressed with the physicians we've 
talked to and the institutions we've visited,” says 
Dr. Miles, adding that he sensed “a strong desire to 
learn more” among the Filipinos. In Houston, he 
said, they have not just a truly international pa- 
tient base, but equally important, a multinational 
staff. “We want the best in the business. It doesn't 
matter what country you're from. We're also 
aware that diseases have different pathologies and 
having a rich resource of doctors from around the 
‘world helps us understand and treat these.” 

Ac present, aside from Manila, SLEH has satel- 
lite offices in Lima, Peru and Milan, Italy. 

“Like to think of Texas Medical Center as a med- 

ical oasis,” says Whitehead, ever the salesman. He 
has a point, though. Its rare to find such a concen- 
tration of medical talent, cutting-edge technology 
and the latest advances in research, from all around 
the world, in one place. For desperate patients, 
Houston might well represent hope and time, just 
when they're running out of both. 
OOPS! I have no excuses, but I made an error 
in Wednesday's column on the Comelec and 
the coming 2007 elections. I said the commis- 
sioners had wasted P5 billion of the people's 
money in the botched “modernization” pro- 
gram. The real figure is “only” P2.3 bil- 
Tion—still a sizable figure, and still money 
paid for by taxpayers. And yes, the election 
‘commissioners, starting with Chair Benjamin 
Abalos, should still resign and not insist that 
impeachment is the only way they can be 
forced out of office. 


line and got behind the water main and stayed 
there all night. It was some minutes after our sec- 
‘ond shots before the Filipinos began firing.” 

‘There is no mention of the San Juan Bridge in 
Grayson's narrative. We are described as “nig- 
gers” and the account does not state that a few 
days before the shooting, there was friction be- 
tween the American and Filipino troops because 
the latter would cross a road from Blockhouse 7 
to Blockhouse 6 and in so doing passed American 
lines, One also wonders whether the Filipino sol- 
dier knew what “Halt!” meant. In the darkness, I 
imagine that when the Filipino answered back 
“Alto!” he was probably smiling and waving his 
hand in a friendly gesture but was met with a bul- 
let. This is a part of our history we know so well, 
but when studied in school we are not made to 
imagine or reconstruct what actually happened 
and why it led to the Filipino-American War. 

While browsing through issues of a litle 
known magazine called The Philippines Gossip, 1 
came across an article by Col. H.B. Mulford, titled 
“The First shot of the Philippine Insurrection,” 
that long ago already stated that the event did 
not happen on San Juan Bridge: 

it has been generally supposed that the first 
shot fired on that memorable night was fired on 
San Juan Bridge; this is a mistaken impression; in 
fact, it has been generally reported that both the 
‘American and Filipino sentries stationed at either 
end of the San Juan bridge remained at their 
posts during the entire night, and that neither 
fired at the other” 

Where did the story of San Juan Bridge come 
from? Why do some people persist in perpetuat- 
ing the story of the bridge in the light of current 
research that says the shot was fired on Sociego 
Street? 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 
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Sayonara 


SHE WAS SULLEN AND SILENT THE DAY SHE HAD TO 
leave, back in June, trying to keep back her tears. At 22, she 
had never been outside of Luzon, never flown on a plane. 
Now she was going off to Japan, and the six-month deploy- 
ment seemed like eter 3 

‘She'd call occasionally from Japan, going through the usu- 
al kumusta and assurances she was fine. Always she'd talk 
about the weather—initially the summer heat, then the 
rains, then the leaves changing colors in the fall, and then 
the cold starting to 
set in as winter ap- 
proached. 

Then she was 
home, in time for 
Christmas. 

She was delighted Si 3 
tobe home, to bere- Michael L. Ta 
pt prey et NT 
ly, but she was also missing her friends back in Japan. She 
had pictures of all her ates and her Filipina mama-san. She 
cried showing the digital pictures taken during their despedi- 
da at the club, with a large banner that read “Sayonara!” 

Her cell phone rang incessantly, with calls from other Fil- 
ipinas she had befriended, some back here in the Philippines, 
others still in Japan. There were also calls from her Japanese 
guests. She had picked up a fair amount of Japanese, but her 
conversations were peppered with Filipino. The guests had 
learned words like “talaga,” “totoo,” “bola,” “salbahe ka” and 
“tang na.” No, she said, most of them had never been to the 
Philippines, but promised they'd come over to visit. 

pei 

Was there someone special? Yes, she smiled, like a your 
schoolgirl with a crush. And he too had promised to visit 
some time, and help out. 

Help was a word she was hearing now all too frequently 
from relatives calling in: Your niece is sick, please help. Mer- 
alco's cutting our electricity next week, please help. 

Her contract stated she'd get $2,000 a month. That would 
have been $12,000 for six months—P660,000 at P55 to a 
dollar, which was the rate when she left. While in Japan, she 
received a living allowance of 1,500 yen a week (about 
P750). The rest, they told her, she would get once she re; 
turned from Japan. 

She went straight from the airport to the agency to col- 
Ject. She knew there would be all kinds of deductions for 
her passport, visa, ticket, dancing lessons, board and lodg- 
ing, even cosmetics. The agency had it all computed, and 
also referred to the dollar and the yen dropping. They 
gave her P15,000. 

But she had expected that, lucky that she was still getting 
some money. She had worked hard for the tips, and had done 
well, her tips coming to about 60 “lapad,” each being 10,000 
Yen. There were to be endless trips to money changers. She'd 
walk pasta dealer and they could tell she had yen, calling out 
“four five” or P4,500 for every lapad. With some hard bar- 
gaining she could get P4,600, but by January, the changers 
pa adamant about P4,500. Exchange rates were bad, they 
sai 

Sixty lapad at P4,500 each comes to P270,000—not bad at 
all for six months of work. But if money came in fairly easily, 
its been spent quite quickly, thanks to all the requests for 
help. Two months after returning home, she's exchanged al- 


most 20 lapad. 
Disneyland 

She had her pasalubong prepared, sent in advance in two 
balikbayan boxes, dispatched through one of the many door- 
to-door delivery services. 

‘There was anticipation as the boxes and suitcases were 
opened, the gifts brimming over. They were all from her 
guests: lots of Nissin seafood flavored instant noodles, sever- 
al types of Meiji chocolates, seaweeds, seaweed crackers and 
cookies (without seaweeds). But those only counted as 
pasalubong. She still had to buy Christmas gifts, and that she 
did in 168. 

There were oohs and aahs around the noodles: so much 
more ingredients. Look, real shrimps! 

Days later, she said she'd checked the local Japanese gro- 
ceries. The instant noodles were selling for P96 each. It wasa 
bit like the days of Clark and PX, “stateside” goods being ex- 
tra special if they came out direct from boxes that smelled 
like America. 

But the boxes from Japan were odorless. She talked about 
how obsessed the Japanese were with cleanliness. She'd 
brought back a bit of that obsession, in the form of Japanese 
laundry powder. 

‘She was working in a city about an hour-and-a-half away 
from Tokyo. One of her guests had picked her up early one 
morning for an outing. They drove through Tokyo but 
didn't get off. Their destination was Tokyo Disneyland, 
where they spent the day and where she got mostly stuffed 
animals. Then they had to rush back so she could get to 
‘work. That was the only time she left the city where she was 
working. 

Her balikbayan box yielded a menagerie of stuffed ani- 
mals and Disney characters. Besides the food and deter- 
gent and stuffed toys, there were the abubut or trinkets, 
Hello Kitty types, mostly pink. She described stores that 
sold these trinkets, where everything cost 100 yen each 
{about P45). 

Maybe, she thought, she could open a store and sell the 
trinkets. But her father wanted a tricycle, her mother a house 
and lot. Her brothers due to start high schoo! in June. 

‘Timers 

She worries about her diminishing lapad, especially 
with friends warning her the exchange rate was dropping. 
When she left back in June, you could get P5,000 for each 
lapad. 

‘She doubts if she can go back. The Japanese government 
used to allow 80,000 Filipina entertainers each year, then cut 
it down to 8,000. The recruiting agencies protested, came 
out with full-page ads appealing to the government to inter: 
vene. Both the Japanese and Philippine governments stood 
their ground so its unlikely there will be too many 
“timers”—those who go back, a second, a third, a fourth 
time. Timers are a different lot, smarter, “mas wa-is’, and 
that wasn't supposed to mean wiser; is just that they don't 
cry as much when they were away. 

“Japan's beautiful, she keeps repeating, and the Japanese 
are very nice, mabait. At the same time, Japan and the 
Japanese remain mysterious. She never entered a Japanese 
home. She saw Japanese mothers with their babies, oh bu 
the babies were always so fat, and she'd think of the babs 
she'd left back home. 

‘She'd never heard of tea ceremonies, or ikebana and flow! 
er arranging, She did learn to use chopsticks, and to eat 
sashimi. And the day after she came home, she bought 
Japanese rice at P70 a kilo because she missed it. 

‘She saw Japan's changing seasons from her apartment 
windows and on her walk to the club, every day at around 6 
in the evening. But what she saw of Japan, she interpreted 
always through the lens of home, The rains made her sad, 
her longing for home turning for the worse as days got short- 
er, and colder. 

It was good to be home, But it'd be nice to go again, 

‘The agency says maybe they can find a placement for her 
in Korea. That's where everyone goes now, she says. 
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Council of State forgot 
off-and-on Mindanao war 


TT 1S SAD TO NOTE THAT THE COUNCIL OF 
State meeting, held last Jan. 24 and attended 
only by allies of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, did 
not discuss matters of greater consequence 
for the Filipino people—like the off-and-on 
war in Mindanao. People are tired of watch- 
ing the daily political charades. No matter 
how loud our politicians proclaim their na- 
tionalism to the high heavens, at the end of 
each day, we still find our wages unable to buy 
enough food to put on our family tables; our 
water and electricity bills soaring out of our 
reach; our children’s well-being—body and 
mind—threatened because the quality of 
health and education services has so deterio- 
rated. 

‘The war in Mindanao is far from over 
notwithstanding Ms Arroyo's highfalutin’ poli- 
cies on anti-terrorism, which she uses to justify 
US military presence in Mindanao and to beg 
for more military aid. At the end of every Ar- 
Toyo war in Mindanao, our people either end 
up in cramped and poorly provided resettle- 
ment areas or dead in their farms or homes. 

From the very beginning, it was clear that 
Ms Arroyo convened the Council of State to 
push for Charter change. When it ended, the 
so-called “historic” meeting had addressed 
none of the country’s real problems. All it came 
up with was the decision to allocate PS million 
of the people's money for a public information 
‘committee to advertise and sell Cha-cha. In- 
stead of coming up with policies and programs 


that would significantly improve the lives of 
millions of Filipinos—Christians and Muslims 
alike—who are earning $2 a day, al it offered 
was a committee tasked with feeding the Fil- 
ipino nation with honey-coated lies about the 
merits of Cha-cha. 

The majority of the people in Mindanao are 
not—and were never—in favor of Cha-cha be- 
cause we know that it would not necessarily 
liberate us and our children from the scourge 
of war or poverty: The Council of State meeting 
and the earlier Lakas caucus, as well as the De 
Venecia-Ramos-GMA powwow, only rein- 
forced our conviction that Cha-cha would not 
be good for our people and that it would bene- 
fit only our greedy and opportunistic politi- 
cians and their cronies. 

‘The people in Mindanao oppose in the 
strongest terms possible GMA-FVR-JDV's Cha- 
cha initiative, as much as any constitutional 
amendment that will surrender our country, 
resources and people to further economic ex- 
ploitation and political repression, whether 
done by foreign neo-colonizers or by their local 
satraps. 

We need changes, but they should be gen- 
uine and lasting changes, and they should be 
for our people and by our people. 

—AMIRAH ALILIDASAN, 

secretary general, 

Moro-Christian Peoples Alliance (MCPA), 
48 Mapagbigay St., Barangay Pinyahan, 
Diliman, Quezon City 


Chile’s Bachelet and Macapagal-Arroyo 


MICHAEL TAN'S COLUMN ON CHILE'S NEW- 
ly elected President Michelle Bachelet (PDI, 
1/20/06) struck a sensitive chord, even for 
us, Filipino migrants in Greece which is thou- 
sands of miles away from the Philippines. Cer- 
tainly, we wish and believe that our country 
could be great, could still develop, so that Fil- 
ipinos do not need to use their brains to serve 
other countries. Thus, the Philippines does 
not have to suffer a brain drain and the social 
costs of migration. 

But all this phenomenon of brain drain in 


fact reflects the failure of our leaders to truly 
serve their country. And we see in the woman 
leader of Chile a person totally different from 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. Unlike her, Bachelet 
genuinely feels for the people of Chile, for their 
suffering and for their dreams. 

The present occupant of Malacafiang was 
born with a silver spoon in her mouth. She nev- 
er knew hunger. [need not say more. Tan's col- 
umn said itall. 

JOSE VALENCIA, 
balital@imn.gr 


How do we rate Filipino teachers? 


HOW DO WE RATE OUR EDUCATIONAL SYS- 
tem? Is it accurate to test the proficiency and 
competence of our teachers in all subjects, in- 
cluding those that they have not touched for 
years? 

‘My mother has been an elementary school 
teacher for years. She is actually retiring next 
year because of work stress. I just found out 
that they had to take exams in Math and other 
subjects. This is reportedly being done by our 
government because of the alarming decline in 
the quality of our educational system. 

But wait a minute! 

‘Are the teachers the main reason why the 
quality of our educational system is poor? My 
mother handles more than 50 students in 
Grade 3 in a very crowded room. I'm just wor- 
ried that the results of the examination would 
be used as basis for blaming our teachers as the 
culprit behind the deterioration of our educa- 
tional system. 

Tam not opposed to these examinations, as 


long as they are done regularly and with corre- 
sponding seminars and workshops. 

My mother has her share of greatness when 
she coached students, including me and my 
sister, for regional Quiz Bees. Even new gradu- 
ates review for an exam. Do we expect teach- 
ers who have been teaching Culture or Arts for 
15-30 years to master mathematics? Perhaps, 
officials of the Department of Education 
should ask themselves: Do we offer refresher 
courses, seminars and workshops to enhance 
our teachers competencies? I am proud to be a 
product of our public school system in the 
1980s. But right now, I doubt if the problems in 
our schools—no matter if you put a whiz kid to 
attend to them—could be solved overnight. 

Our classrooms are just too crowded, and 
the teachers are no longer given the chance to 
specialize in subjects which they are most suit- 
edto. 

ANTHONY GENES. VILLAMOR, 
Banilad, Mandaue City 
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The future that mining 
holds for our country 


EITHER OF TWO POSSIBLE SCENARIOS IS 
certain to come about if the government suc- 
ceeds in attracting global mining corporations 
to feast on the country’s mineral wealth: one, 
Philippine mineral resources will be depleted 
in 20 years; two, irreparable harm to the envi- 
ronment will render the country’s mineral de- 
posits too “environmentally costly” to mine. 

Either way, we lose. 

‘According to Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
(MGB) records, between 1996 and 2000, the 
country lost 32 percent of its copper, nickel and 
gold reserves. That this happened during a 
slump in mining operations only adds to specu- 
lations that so much more of these precious 
minerals will be lost amid unbridled mining ac- 
tivities directed by foreign interests. That’ just 
too much hospitality for a country that needs all 
its resources for its own development. 

Before our leaders think of auctioning off 
this wealth, they should pause to consider 
what disservice they are doing to the national 
sovereignty and the people's search for gen- 
uine development—a kind that taps our vast 
mineral deposits to create and advance domes- 
tic metal-based industries. 

On the other hand, mining by foreigners will 
put our environment in an overwhelmingly 
more precarious state. From 1990 to 2000, 10 
major incidents of mine spills were recorded 
by the MGB. There is clear and present danger 
that more mines will collapse soon due to 
lapidated structures. These spills caused 
tremendous harm to the environment, proper- 
ty and means of livelihood of farmers, fisher- 
folks and indigenous peoples. Most celebrated 
of such incidents were the ones that befell 
Marinduque in 1993 and 1996. Half of 
Marinduque province is now a wasteland and 
will continue to be so for a hundred years, 
notwithstanding lackluster efforts at rehabili- 
tation. Still, the government is even now again 
preparing the island for mining’s return de- 
spite widespread local opposition. 

Conventional and scientific wisdom prods 
everyone to take a precautionary view on 
mining's effects on the environment; more so, 
in the case of archipelagic Philippines with its 
rich terrestrial, aerial and marine biodiversi- 


There is, however, another scenario fast de- 
veloping. Nationwide, Filipinos are coming 
out in opposition to the government's anti-Fil- 
ipino mining program. It is only a matter of 
time when—like what happened to the gov- 
ernment in Bolivia—Filipinos will boot out a 
regime that does not mind selling the nation’s 
patrimony and imperiling its environment and 
the people's long-term social and economic 
sustainability, 

—ELY MANALANSAN, 
information officer, 
Center for Environmental 
Concerns-Philippines, 
26 Matulungin St., 


Barangay Central, Quezon City 


Colored with politics 


(As far as INQ7 readers were concerned, the last fortnight be- 
longed to the featherweight boxing champion Manny Pacquiao. But 
something dampened the resurgent national pride: politicians 
rushing to bask in a muscled brown athlete's moment of glory as 
though it were their own, only to go back to nasty business as usu- 
al) 


The color of Manny is brown—a little brown bomber of the 
great brown race that became famous in the boxing world. He 
tumed ino a 
celebrity [whose] 
name rivals Holly- 
wood stars in the 
walk of fame. 

As his stock and 
star rise, people 
from all walks of life want a piece of him—autographs, a Kodak 
moment, like [that] shrieking admirer fainting at seeing an idol 
in the flesh. This includes politicians and a President who be- 
came fans wanting to see Pacquiao in the flesh, forgetting that 
they are public figures whose actions and words are scrutinized 
by prying media eyes. [To] the euphoria of victory felt by every 
Filipino, they add another color to Manny's victory: political 
color 

‘And there's another color: green. With $2 million in prize mon- 
ey, and more coming from pay-per-view TY, Pacquiao is laughing 
all the way to the bank, unbothered by political nonsense —Godo 
‘Arago, California 90058 


Voices 
ON INQ7.NET 


Politicians weren't there last year when Manny Pacquiao fought 
the good fight and still lost. He dealt with his defeat alone and rose 
above it with intense discipline and rigorous training. Now, he's a big 
‘winner, and everyone who needs votes in the next national elections 
is his special friend. 

But beyond national pride, everyone should just get over it soon 
and get back to work. It's an inspirational lesson for everyone, not 
just Filipinos, 

‘Yes, it makes a great metaphor for the country’s ailing economy, 
but metaphors won't cure the national economy or keep local 
politicians from stealing people's taxes.—Marvin Carlos, Wood- 
side, New York 

‘The recent victory of our champion Manny Pacquiao proved 
to be a great unifier in these times of instability and a great 
source of pride in the Philippines. I am 21 and an immigrant in 
the United States. As a Filipino, Thad never felt any great pride 
in my veins. 

T had not felt this pride since that afternoon of June 12, 
1998, when President Fidel Ramos led the nation in singing 
our national anthem in Rizal Park live on national television, 
and when my parents participated in the ouster of Ferdinand 
Marcos, with the millions that flocked to Edsa in February 
1986. 

‘Manny Pacquiao has proven that we can still be united—Fil- 
ipinos from all walks of life, administration or opposition, rich 
or poor. On that fateful day last week, Manny proved to be the 
“Great Unifier” for his country. Through punches, jabs and 
hooks, he put the Philippines back on the map. The nation was 
filled with euphoria. The crime rate was zero during the fight, 
[rival] politicians shook hands, people celebrated all over the 
country. 

1 hung a Philippine flag outside our home for the second time. 
‘The first time I did it was in our home in Bulacan during the Inde- 
pendence centennial celebration in 1998. 

Let us not forget that we do not need a match or victory of Man- 
ny Pacquiao every day to be united. We just need inspiration, and 
Manny is only one of the millions of Filipinos that can be the 
source of pride. Every day, let us be inspired to unite to move our 
motherland forward. Don't you think i's time to start the reforms 
we have been looking for?—John Glenn Cando, 41-1611 Humu- 
niki Place, Waimanalo, Hawaii, USA 
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DENR clears 
Lafayette of 
mercury use 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRON- 
ronment and Natural Resources 
yesterday rushed to the defense of 
Lafayette Mining Inc., backing the 
company’s claim that it was not us- 
ing mercury in its gold mining pro- 
ject in Rapu-Rapu, Albay. 

The mercury found by environ- 
mentalists in areas surrounding 
the Rapu-Rapu Polymetallic Pro- 
ject site in Albay could have come 
from nearby active volcanoes, 
like the Mayon Volcano, and nat- 
ural evaporation of bodies of wa- 
ter. 

Previous geological studies 
have also revealed that there is a 
mercury deposit in Albay. 

“The DENR is continuously col- 
lecting water samples from the 
project area and the affected wa- 
ter bodies but there is no suffi- 
cient evidence to attribute mer- 
eury contamination to the opera- 
tions of the Rapu-Rapu mine,” 
the DENR said in a statement yes- 
terday. 

The DENR released the find- 
ings late yesterday after an envi- 
ronmentalist group announced 
that toxic heavy metals were 
found in sediments samples from 
the area surrounding the 
Lafayette mine site. 

“The presence of heavy metals 
such as cadmium, chromium, 
lead, arsenic and mercury from 
the sediment samples analyzed 

is to be expected because the 
project area inherently contains 
these metals,” the DENR said. 

The unusually high levels of 
metals indicate the economic via- 
bility of mining in the area as gold 
and copper deposits are associat- 
ed with such metals. 

With David Hayes 
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MA forms body to probe mine spill - 


POLANGUI, ALBAY—PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo ordered a thorough investigation of the 
mine spill in Rapu-Rapu, Albay following a state- 
ment made by the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines opposing continued mining in the 


country. 


The President, who was here to 
inaugurate infrastructure pro- 
jects, also announced the release 
‘of P10 million to fishermen who 
suffered losses in income after a 
fish scare gripped several fishing 
villages in Sorsogon and Albay. 

During her visit, Ms Arroyo au- 
thorized the forming of an inde- 


pendent commission to look into 
the operations of Lafayette Min- 
ing Inc. 

The President made the move 
following a meeting with mem- 
bers of the CBCP in Malacafiang 
Monday. Part of the meeting's 
agenda was mining. 

‘Commission members will be 


selected by bishops in the Bicol 
region, who initiated the dia- 
logue on the Lafayette issue with 
the President. 

The bishops had designated 
Sorsogon Bishop Arturo Bastes as 
spokesperson and authorized 
Him to choose the commission's 
members. 

Michael Defensor, Ms Arroyo's 
chief of staff and former environ- 
ment secretary, said the govern- 
ment could not unilaterally can- 
cel the mining permits that the 
government already granted. 

“The government has contrac- 
tual obligations that went with 
the permit, especially since the 


‘SOLDIERS patrol a village in Tarlac following clashes with communist guerrillas that sent residents 


fleeing. 


wrorecrone 


investors have already infused 
some $300 to $400 million into 
their operations,” Defensor said. 

He, however, said the mining 
firms must continue to prove the 
technical worthiness of their op- 
erations, from their standard op- 
erating procedures to engineer- 
ing works. 

The government, he added, 
‘would not hesitate to shut down 
any mining company that would 
violate the conditions in their 
permits and environmental laws. 

Ms Arroyo said the P10 million 
financial help for fishermen will 
be coursed through the Regional 
Disaster Coordinating Council 
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(RDCC) who will closely coordi." 
nate with a committee to beny 
headed by Msgr. Francisco Monje" 
of the Sorsogon diocese. £ 

The assistance was approved"? 
with the intercession of business’ * 
tycoon Loida Nicolas-Lewis. i 

Julito Sarmiento, Lafayette!" 
corporate secretary and director, “! 
said Lafayette was willing to help" 
the commission in its investiga- 
tion. 

Ms Arroyo said funds for the *® 
commission's operations will: ` 
come from Lafayette. Bobby La- 
balan, Leo Ganace and rael 3! 
Jaucian, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau u 


Troops keep villagers : 


out of Tarlac homes : 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA—AT 
least 3,000 residents who fled 
Tuesday's clashes between gov- 
ernment troops and communist 
rebels in Sta. Ignacia, Tarlac, 
have yet to return home. 

Sta. Ignaca Mayor Reynaldo 
Modomo said the plan of the resi- 
dents of Barangays Sta. Inez West, 
Eastand Centro to retum to their vil- 
Tages was stil not possible on Thurs- 
day as military officers ordered them 
to wait until soldiers conclude clear- 
ing operations in the areas. 

“We're told these are preven- 
tive measures meant to put our 
people to safety," he said. 

He said social welfare workers 
were monitoring if civilians were 
killed or hurtin the clashes and in the 
air raids done by the military in vil- 
Jages where the fighting broke out. 

The military recovered at least 
10 bodies of slain New People's 
Army rebels. A soldier was killed 
while four others were wounded 
in the series of encounters. 

As the gunfights raged, Mo- 
domo said Sta. Ignacia residents, 


on 
w 


many ofthem locano farmers, lefts 
the villages and went to the hous- 

es of their relatives. Some avé! 
tried sneaking back into the hilly 
villages during the day to check on, 
their crops and farm animals.” 

Modomo, however, said his 
people were not complaining of 
food shortage. 

“The situation is under control. 
But they really wanted to go 
home soon,” he said. 

Col. Ricardo Garcia, chief of 
the Army's 702nd Infantry 
Brigade, denied ordering an 
evacuation in the three villages. 

In a separate interview, Lt. Col. 
Gregory Cayetano, commander 
of the 71st Infantry Battalion that 
engaged some 40 rebels on Tues: yyy 
day, said the residents left volun, 
tarily after they were advised to, 
stay out of harm's way. 

“We don’t want to use them or „s 
be used by the rebels as shields,” 
Cayetano said. re 

Garcia said a few residents had-sy 
tried to retum on Wednesday but left ~ 
in haste after they received reponstue 
that NPA rebels planned to attack the 15 
villages. He said he pulled out some 
soldiers to reduce tension there. 
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5 killed in Bulacan attack A 


SAN ILDEFONSO, Bulacan—Five people were shot and killed by unidenti- 
fied men in a farm in Barangay Pinaod here on Wednesday night. Chief In- 
sp. Emma Libunao, town police chief, said at least 15 men barged into the 
house of Ricardo Valmocina, 61, at 9 p.m., looking for guns supposedly 
kept by the family. When the suspects failed to find any firearm, they 
searched the family's belongings. Valmocina and his son, Roel Joseph, 
197 tried to stop the suspects but were shot. The suspects took P100,000 
worth of jewelry, cash and four cellular phones from the family, police 
said. They also shot and killed farm caretaker Melchor Cardinal, 24, 
Michael Malumay, 19, and one identified only as Jojo. 

H Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Holiday in Bulacan for Ople 

MALACANANG declared tomorrow, Feb. 3, a special non-working holiday in 
Bulacan to mark the 79th birthday of the late senator Blas Ople. Ople, also 
foreign affairs secretary at the time of his death, was cited in Proclamation 
No; 861 as a "model to the Filipino people, especially to Buiakenyos.” Family 
and friends will celebrate Mass at the Libingan ng mga Bayani in Fort Boni- 
faclo. Another Mass will be offered at the St. Anne's Shrine in Hagonoy, Bu- 
lacan. A Blas Ople commemorative stamp wil be unveiled 


Biss falls off ravine; 8 dead 

BAGUIO CITY—Eight people died while 22 others were hurt when the 

buŝ they were in plunged into a 200-foot ravine in Kabayan, Benguet on 

Tuesday. Vicente Tomazar, Cordillera director of the Office of Civil De- and Cayet Sarmiento of 
ferise, sald the driver of the Kabayan-bound Norton bus failed to steer Peryodiko; and Rudy 
thevehicle away from a curve along the Bokod-Kabayan Road because Apollo, Michelle Apollo, 
of á mechanical detect. Among the eight fatalities were JulletIngloso, Reynaldo Apollo and 
ufator of the National Museum in Kabayan town, and her son, Christian Ed Lara Covinar of 
James. Two victims died while being taken to the Baguio General Hospl- Asianstar Weekly 


taland Medical Center. “in the middle of 
5 Desiree Caluza and Frank Cimatu, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 2004, these tabloids 


ji Starred publishing arti- 
Fish landing port es whose sole objec- 
CIFY OF CALAPAN—Bulalacao mayor Ernilo Villas called on the Philippine tive is to destroy my 
Fisheries and Development Authority to allot additional funds for the exten- reputation,” he said. 
slop of the 30-meter long Bulalacao fish landing port by another SOmeters “Malikst's lawyer 
to allow bigger vessels to come In. This Infrastructure Improvementisex- filed the case at the 
rat help boost Bulalacao’s fishing and tourism industries. Villas cited assistant provincial 
Bafaiacao's huge potential wth ts 13 islands and beautiful beachesandis Soccer oP office in 
Jus} two hours away from Boracay by boat. p ae 

$ Marciano Virola Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau ‘PS rown last Jan. 


i 16, 2006. 
Operator blamed for mishaps once ae 
CALAMBA CITY—A Laguna-based group on Monday sald the private opera- fo "engaged in a 
toro! the North Luzon Expressway (NLEx) should be held accountable for je at 
thedeaths and injuries caused by accidents Inside the expressway last Sur 
We in a statement. the Road Users Protection Advocates (Rupa) sad the ic campaign to vlfy 
recent seven-vehiole smashup Inside the NLex should prompt the govern- (me) and the provin- 
ment to review Its agreement with the Manila North Tollways Corp (MNTC). ial government.” 
Thfee people died In the smashups. Including the wife of Subic, Zambales ‘The govemor said 
Mayor Jeffrey Khonghun. ‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau While be respeas the 


freedom of the press to 
Villar daughter jaro queen crie public officials 
CAMILLE Villar, only daughter of Sen. Manuel Villar and Las Pifias Rep. like him, “these tabloids 
Gypthia Villar, was presented as Queen of Jaro Agro-Industrial and Charity cannot by any means 
Fair 2006. The coronation night and dinner was held Feb. 3 at the Feast of be categorized as part 
Nubstra Señora de la Candelaria (Our Lady of Candies), patron oftheArch- of the free and legiti- 
diocese of Jaro, lloilo. Camille Villar traces her parental roots to iloilo. Sena- ” Marlon 
to Villar’s father was born in Tanza, Molo and traces his roots to Cabanatu- 


mate press” 
Ramos, PDI Southern 
anų Balasan and Miag-a0. 


amen” in the province. 
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SC nullifies Mer 


From page Al 


“In this case, the consumers have the 
right to be informed of ... Meralco's ap- 
plication for the increase of its genera- 
tion charge," the high tribunal said. 

It was the second time in as many 
years that the Supreme Court had nulli- 
fied an increase in Meralco rates. 

In June 2004, the court voided a 
12-centavo per kWh provisional rate in- 
crease granted by the ERC to Meralco in 
the case of the Freedom from Debt Coali- 
tion vs ERC. 

Voting 8-5, the Supreme Court over- 
ruled the decision of the ERC, saying that 
it was a product of a “blatant and inex- 
ccusable” breach of the law. 

‘Among the bases for the decision were 
Meralco's failure to publish its applica- 
tion for the rate hike and the ERC' fail 
ure to resolve the motion of the FDC be- 
foreacting on Meralco's application. 


Homeowners’ association 

‘The second case stemmed from a suit 
filed in 2004 by the National Association 
of Electricity Consumers for Reforms, the 
Federation of Village Associations and 
the Federation of Las Pifias Homeowners 
Associations. 

‘The petitioners claimed that the rate in- 
crease was approved without, among other 
things, the required publication of Meral- 
co's amended application, which deprived 
the consumers of a notice to contest it. 

Publication is required by the Imple- 
menting Rules and Regulations of the 
Energy Power Industry Reform Act (Epi- 
ra) of 2001. 

In line with Epira, the ERC required all 
distribution utilities to file applications 
for the unbundling of rates. 

Meralco filed its application for the 
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alco’s 13.27¢/kWh hike in ’04 


approval of its unbundled rates and the 
appraisal ofits assets on Dec. 26, 2001. 

After hearings, the ERC approved on 
March 20, 2003, Meralco’s unbundled 
schedule of rates effective in the next 
billing cycle. The ERC also directed Mer- 
alco to stop charging the purchased pow- 
er adjustment (PPA) upon effectivity of 
the unbundled rates. 


Adjustment mechanism 

The commission said any change in 
the cost of purchased power shall be re- 
flected as deferred charges, which could 
be recovered through the Generation 
Rate Adjustment Mechanism (GRAM). 

Meralco, at the time, claimed that the 
proposed generation charge, which was 
‘subsequently approved by the ERC, con- 
formed with the generation rate formula 
under the implementing rules for the re- 
covery of fuel and independent power 
producer costs. 

In its defense, Meralco said “it would 
be violative of due process to require it to 
comply [with the publication require- 
ment] ... [because] it would be subjected 
to a long and tedious process of recover- 
ing ts fuel and purchased power costs.” 

‘The company said GRAM “pays for the 
fuel and purchased power costs to its 
suppliers even before it could fully col- 
lect from its consumers.” 

Except for the carrying cost, not a sin- 
gle centavo of GRAM is retained by Mer- 
alco. The money is turned over to Na- 
tional Power Corp. and independent 
power producers from which Meralco 
buys the electricity it retails to cus- 
tomers. 

GRAM allows the quarterly adjust- 
ment of the generation charge to reflect 
the changes in fuel and purchased power 
costs after a review by the ERC. 


HOW'SIT GOING, GUYS? President Arroyo inspects the repairs being done on the Andaya Highway in 
‘Camarines Sur. The road is a major link between the Bicol Region and the Visayas. With her are Mayor Bayani Veluz (left), 
DPWH Bicol regional director Orlando Roces (2nd from left) and Camarines Sur Gov. Luis Raymond Villafuerte. Rep. 


Rolando Andaya Jr. isto Ms Arroyo's left. 
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AFP grills 5 Faeldon supporters 


From page Al 


Faeldon’s support in the military 
There are others. I believe there 
will be more than five. It will de- 
pend on the outcome of the de- 
briefing,” Kison said. 

Marine Privates _- Lorenzo 
Caranzo and Hardy Glaraga of 
the AFP Western Command based 
jn Puerto Princesa City are being 
‘held at the Intelligence Service of 
the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
‘pines (Isafp) compound in Camp 
‘Aguinaldo. 

Three other enlisted personnel 
from Southern Command head- 
quarters in Zamboanga City are al- 
so undergoing interrogation there. 

But the military refused to 
identify the three, saying it was 
not the proper time to do so. 

“We don't know yet if they arein- 


volved ... The debriefing is now be- 
ing conducted by the AFP Counter 
Intelligence Group in Zamboanga,” 
said Kison. 


Released mutineers 

“The common denominator 
we're looking at is the possibility 
that they are among the 184 sol- 
diers who were part of the Oak- 
‘wood mutiny,” he said. 

The 184 Magdalo soldiers 
were released in May 2005 after 
they struck a plea bargain with 
military prosecutors. They ac- 
cepted a three-rank demotion 
and a pay cut for six months in 
exchange for the dismissal of 
court-martial charges against 
them. 

Kison justified the interroga- 
tion, saying under military law 
the ‘five soldiers could be 


tary camps that 
edly visited afte 
cape. 


Links to plot probed 


Kison said the 


de- 


tained even though charges had 
not been filed against them. 
Asked by reporters what the 
detained soldiers had revealed so 
far, Kison said results of the de- 
briefing had not been released. 
On Wednesday, Caranzo and 
Glaraga were flown to Camp 
Aguinaldo from Wescom head- 
quarters, one of the four mil 


‘The three others being interro- 
gated were assigned to Southcom 
headquarters, which Faeldon was 
also able to penetrate despite a 
nationwide manhunt for him. 


so being investigated to deter- 
mine if they were part of the re- 


ported coup plot. 

“If there are indications that 
they are part of the plot, of the re- 
cruitment, then the necessary ac- 
tion would be conducted by our 
intelligence and counterintelli- 
gence units,” he said. 

Kison said Faeldon did not di- 
rectly implicate the soldiers, 
adding that Afpcig was coun- 
terchecking its previous findings 
with Faeldon's statements. 

He said pictures were also re- 
covered from Faeldon. He did not 
elaborate. 

“During the investigation other 
names may come out. There may 
be other findings that will lead to 
other accused, and that’s the fo- 
cus of the Afpeig which is very ac- 
tive on this,” Kison said. 

Faeldon had also taken videos 
and pictures of himself at the 


Faeldon report- 
r his Dec. 14 es- 


soldiers were al- 


Camp Crame police general 
headquarters in Quezon City, the 
Central Command headquarters 
in Cebu City and the Camp 
Aguinaldo military general head- 
quarters itself 

He posted the videos and pic- 
tures on his website 
wwwpilipino.org.ph where he 
announced he was launching a 
civil disobedience campaign 
against President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo. 

Rivas, a military prosecutor, 
was transferred on Wednesday 
from the Isafp compound to the 
Headquarters Support Com- 
mand office inside Camp 
Aguinaldo. 

‘So far, she has not yet met with 
her family. 

Kison said military lawyers had 
not determined the “extent of her 


Massive oil spill threatens white Boracay beaches 


From page Al 


added Santiago, chair of the Joint 
Congressional Power Commission. 

Napocor president Cyril C. del 
Callar said that 250 workers had 
been mobilized to undertake the 
cleanup which would be complet 
ed in three months. 

“We are doing everything within 
our abilities to contain the oil spill 
and make sure that there will be no 
major effects on the immediate en- 
vironment,” Del Callar said. 


Bad weather 

Del Callar blamed bad weather 
for the incident. 

But Napocor spokesperson 
Dennis Gana said that conditions 
had improved for a favorable 
cleanup in coordination with the 
Philippine Coast Guard and the 


Deparment of Environment and 
Natural Resources. 

“The Coast Guard said in a brief- 
ing on Tuesday that the weather 
was favorable and the waves were 
going to the direction of Semirara 
and not Boracay,” Gana said. 

Del Callar said the workers had 
collected almost 5,700 sacks of 
oil that were dumped on a tempo- 
rary site for immediate disposal 


17,000 sacks 

Overall, 
sacks of contaminated materials 
from both the shoreline and man- 
groves had been collected. About 
four hectares of the total man- 
grove area of the island had been 
cleared of oil, he said. 

Power Barge 106 is now docked 
at the Keppel Shipyard in Batangas 
where it was towed following the 


spill in the Philip 
or is understating 


slow and very 
added. 

He said UP sci 
an investigative 


more than 17,000 


“This 
Manila but it is 
Panay,” he said. 


accident. Contaminated oil was be- 
ing removed prior to repairs. 


Largest spill in RP 
“This is probably the largest oil 


hasn't reached Boracay but we'll 
never know with the undercur- 
rent. You must remember that this 
is heavy crude oil,” Angara said. 
“And the cleanup has been very 


out that 300 hectares of man- 

groves, sea grass and coral reefs 

had already been damaged. 
is underreported 


The oil spill occurred on Dec. 


18 after the barge ran aground 
200 meters off Sitio Bobog, 
Barangay Semirara, one of three 
villages of Semirara Island. Oil 
smudges splattered 5 km of the 
Semirara shoreline. 


195,000 liters 

Semirara is part ofa group ofnine 
islands of Caluya town, Antique, at 
the northem tip of Panay Island. It is 
the site of Semirara Mining Corp. 
the biggest coal mine in Asia. 

A Coast Guard report said the 
barge was being towed by a tug- 
boat to Oriental Mindoro from 
Masbate when it was battered by 
strong winds and waves. It was 
estimated to be carrying 800,000 
liters of bunker oil 

Gana said in a telephone inter- 
view that at least 195,000 liters of 
bunker oil were spilled in the wa- 


pines but Napoc- 
g the damage. It 


primitive,” he 


entists had sent 
team and found 


in 
a big scandal in 


ters off Semirara. 

But Santiago said Del Callar 
told her that only 30,000 liters 
spilled from the barge. 

“| anticipated Senate action by 
asking (Del Callar) and he said that 
Napocor takes responsibility for 
the oil spill because both the send- 
ing and the receiving of the oil 
barge were Napocor facilities and 
this is a Napocor barge,” she said. 

“He said they have already re- 
leased P50 million out of P90 mil- 
lion that Napocor has appropriat- 
ed for the oil spill and have sought 
assistance from the Coast Guard 
and the military,” she added. 


Remedial measures 
Santiago, quoting Del Callar, 
said that only 40 hectares of ma- 
rine life, and not 236 hectares, 
had been affected by the oil spill. 


Soon on sale: 1-kg LPG with built-in burner 


From page AI 


will have a builtin burner that 
‘could be used to cook food directly. 

‘The introduction of the 1-kg 
LPG cylinders should enable even 
“the poorest of the poor” to avail 
themselves of LPG for everyday 
cooking, according to Energy 
Secretary Raphael Lotilla. 

After the increase in the val- 
ue-added tax (VAT) rate to 12 
percent from 10 percent on Feb. 
1, an 11-kg LPG cylinder now 
sells for between P489.20 and 
P540.25. 


Charcoal 

The high cost of LPG, Lotilla 
said, had pushed a number of 
families to resort to using alterna- 
tive fuels like charcoal, 

He said alternative fuels would 
eat into the sales of LPG dealers 
because some households would 


fuels than buy cooking gas. 
« 


GOING MINI: A dealer checks out 
rather turn to the less expensive the best-selling size of LPG in 


these days of rising prices, excarwas 


` 


At present, dealers sell LPG in 


11-kg cylinders. 


‘Apart from the 11-kg tanks, oil 
refiner Petron Corp. also sells 


7-kg and 2.7-kg 


Caltex Philippines Ine. offers 5-kg 


and 2.7-kg tanks. 


Total (Philippines) Corp. has 
5.5-kg and 2.7-kg cylinders, and 
Liquigaz Philippines Corp. sells 


S-kg and 2.5-kg 


fers 9-kg tanks, but only in Batan- 


Nation Petrol 


sells 2.7-kg LPG tanks. 

DOE data showed that a 7-kg 
tank sold for around P342, a 
5.5-kg cylinder for P303, a 5-kg 
cylinder for between P245 and 
P251, and a 2.7-kg tank for be- 


tween P148 and 


Prices to go down 

Lotilla said LPG prices would 
go down after March, with the 
end of the winter season in the 
western hemisphere. 


“We hope demand goes down 
by March,” he said. 

Even while expecting de- 
mand and prices to decline in 
two months, the DOE remained 
in constant touch with the coun- 
try’s LPG dealers, asking them 
to come up with ways to help 
make LPG more affordable to 
consumers. 

“Theyre coming back on 
Wednesday (Feb. 8) to tell us how 
they can help meet the needs of 
the poorest families; if they can 
find a way to keep prices where 
they are or even bring these low- 
ex” he told reporters. “Another 
option is for oil companies to in- 
vestin smaller LPG tanks.” 

One option that was deemed 
not viable was for LPG dealers to 
sell only 8 kg of LPG in their exist- 
ing 11-kg cylinders, he said. 

The idea was junked as the cost 
of transporting a certain number 
of 11-kg tanks containing only 8 
kg of cooking gas would be the 


cylinders, while 


tanks. It also of- 


leum Corp. also 


P164. 


same as that of transporting full 
11-kgtanks. 


Poorest of the poor 

One option being considered is 
to have “the poorest of the poor” 
in every barangay go straight to 
the dealers for their LPG needs, 
Lotilla said. 

This way, these households 
would not be subjected to the 
charges that middlemen impose 
on top of the dealer price of LPG, 
he said. 

“But what we're trying to see is 
how we can implement it. We'll 
have something concrete by next 


“To help workers cope with the 
impact of the higher VAT rate, 
the Employers Confederation of 
the Philippines yesterday urged 
Congress to hasten the passage 
of a law that would raise the 
threshold for income tax exemp- 
tions. 

Ecop president Rene Y. Soriano 


participation ... so they canriot 
pinpoint the charges against her” 


Court visit 

Also yesterday, the Makati Re: 
gional Trial Court Branch 148 staff 
completed checks on 27 Magdalo 
mutineers, including Faeldon, de- 
tained in separate facilities after 
their lawyers expressed the fear 
that some of the detainees may 
have been tortured. ag 

“In general, everyone seems 
OK,” said clerk of court Nonilôn 
Tagalicud. "They seemed relaxed, 
1 was allowed to ask whatever 
questions I had, though there was 
a (military) escort during the vis- 
its," said the lawyer. y 

He declined to give details be- 
fore he could report to the court 
With reports from Tarra V. Quis- 
mundo and Nikko Dizon 


However, the Senate commit- 
tee on environment and natural 
resources, headed by Sen. Pia 
Cayetano, is set to investigate the 
oil spill and hear a proposed bill 
to increase penalties on polluters 
ofthe country’s navigable waters. 

“The problem with our many 
existing environmental laws is 
that they do not provide protec- 
tive mechanisms to ensure that 
damages are paid to the local 
community and for the rehabili- 
tation of the environment,” 
Cayetano said in a statement. 

The committee would also 
consider Cayetano’s bill, $B 
1802, which hikes the fine for 
marine polluters to PS million 
from P10,000 to P200,000. It also 
increases the prison term for vio? 
lators from the current 30 days Fo 
one year to eight to 12 years. == 


said the proposed law, which has 
been approved at the House com- 
mittee level, was aimed at rè- 
structuring the country’s income 
tax system and raising tax exemp- 
tions for low- and middle-income 
earners. 


Discontent 

“Workers’ take-home pay 
would have to be improved to en 
able them to cope with rising 
(prices of commodities),” Soy 
ano said. “Adjusting the tax 
emption is a way that would ae 
dress this need without hurting 
the pockets of employers and 
businesses.” 

Ecop chair Miguel B. Varela 
said the measure was needed to 
stem the tide of discontent and 
prevent labor unrest, 

A bill drafted by the Depart- 
ment of Finance seeks to exempt 
those with taxable incomes of up 
to P50,000 yearly. With a repart 
from Ronnel W. Domingo 
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NEW police recruits stand at attention in Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig City, 


National Police’s I5th year 
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‘during ceremonies marking the Philippine 


REMZAMORA 


All’s well that ends well at PNP awards day 


By Jocelyn R. U 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


FOR TWO YEARS NOW, THE SOUTH- 
‘em Police District (SPD) has earned 
the reputation of being Metro Manila's 
top police force. 

SPD Director Chief Supt. Wilfredo 
Garcia credits the achievement to his 
men who “risk their lives to perform 
their jobs on the streets.” 

‘The SPD was recognized by the Na- 
tional Capital Region Police Office as 
the best police district in Metro Mani- 
la for 2005 as it marked the 15th an- 
niversary of the Philippine National 
Police yesterday at Camp Bagong Di- 
wa, Taguig City. 

“I don't take the credit. It really be- 
longs to them,” Garcia said in an in- 
përview yesterday, adding that the in- 
‘Gfeased police visibility in the seven 
‘tities in southern Metro Manila also 
loved effective in deterring the com- 


mission of heinous and petty crimes. 

Garcia admitted that 2005 has 
been quite a rocky year for the SPD 
with violent incidents in the district 
like the bombing of a bus on Ayala on 
Valentine's Day that left four people 
dead and 60 people injured, the mur- 
der of career diplomat Alicia Ramos 
in her Makati house in April and the 
massacre of a family in Taguig in 
June. 

“But we solved all these crimes 
with the arrest of the culprits,” he 
said, adding that SPD's crime solution 
efficiency was tagged at 95 percent 
last year. 


End to controversy 

In a related development, Metro 
Manila's most senior police official 
yesterday told a police district that 
protesting the results of the annual 
competition was “childish.” 

But Director Vidal Querol clearly 


wanted the controversy to die down. 

“Protesting through the media. 
was childish,” said Querol, Nation 
Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO) 
chief, “If you want to be No. 1, you 
should work as one and work to be 
No.1.” 

‘Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Bel- 
monte Jr. had earlier protested the se- 
lection of the Manila Police District 
(MPD) as the top Metro Manila police 
force of 2005, saying the honor 
should have gone to the QCPD. 

Querol said Chief Supt. Nicasio 
Radovan, the head of the Quezon City 
Police District (QCPD), did not take 
up the issue with members of the 
‘committee which picked the winner. 

“Supt. Radovan already said his 
piece and so did Mayor Belmonte, so 
that’s the end of it,” said Querol. "Tm 
supposed to be the father to this men. 
1 don't want to be seen as fighting 
with my sons.” 


Arroceros forest park to remain closed — for now 


By Tina G, Santos 


‘THE CONTROVERSIAL ARRO- 
tèros Forest Park in Manila will 
femain closed despite a plea from 
professional artists to reopen it ro 
the public. 

Luisa Quifiones, Division of 
Gity Schools Superintendent, 
Said the park was closed for the 
public's safety because of the 
‘ongoing construction of a two- 
story building for teachers in 
thearea 

“We're afraid that if we open it 
now, an accident might occur and 
we would be held responsible,” 
she told the INquiRER. 

‘The park will be reopened as 
Boon as work on the building is 
‘completed, Quifiones added. 

: Several professional artists 
Had asked the city government 
‘to reopen the forest park, saying 
they draw inspiration from its 


METROBRIEFS 
Suspected wire thief nabbed in Navotas 


‘THE STREETS leading to the Navotas Centennial Park 
were dark after a suspected thief cut the electrical 
wires of specially designed lanterns on M. Naval Street 
Wednesday night. "We were surprised to see the 
lantern lights go out. When we checked, we saw the 
suspect holding a bunch of electrical wires,” said Willy 
Andaya, a barangay official. The fish-shaped lanterns 
were used during the town’s centennial celebration two 
weeks ago, but Andaya said they decided to continue 
“because it's nice to look at and it represents the town's ma- 
le were supposed to bring the lights down in April or before 


NGEX | ANO 
TO Y BROWNOUT ? 


Jor Industry.” 


lush foliage. 


*I hope the city officials under- 
stand that and heed our plea,” 
artist Leo Menses said. 


mas decorations inside the park. 
“I could be the start of the forests conver- 
sion into a dump,” Paterno warned. 


POSTCRIPT TO EXPLOSION 


Court employees 
get bomb threats 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


Antipolo City. MPD director Chief Supt. Pedro 


Bulaong, however, downplayed the explosion 


‘THREE DAYS AFTER A PILLBOX EXPLODED 
in front of their building on Orosa St., Manila, 
employees of the Court of Appeals (CA) re- 
ceived two bomb threats from unidentified 
callers early yesterday morning. 

‘The Manila Police District's Explosive Ord- 
nance Disposal Section (MPD-EODS) report- 
ed that a court security guard received a call 
at around 12:30 a.m. from an unidentified 
man who warned about explosives planted in 
the building. 

‘Another court employee received a similar 
phone call a few hours later, prompting the 
police to check the building for bombs. They 
found nothing. 

The police had earlier declared a 
Metrowide alert as a blast rocked the CA 
building last Monday. Authorities earlier dis- 
covered a bag containing dynamite sticks and 
blasting caps in the bag of construction work- 
er Zaldy Munda, a passenger of Light Rail 
‘Transit Line-2. Munda told police the dyna- 
mite was intended for a fishpond project in 


Garci” controversy. 
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in front of the building, saying it was caused 
by a pillbox thrown by warring street gangs. 

However, a group that called itself Tabak or 
Taong Bayan at Kawal ng Pilipinas immedi- 
ately claimed responsibility for the incident, 
according to a television news report. 

‘The group demanded the resignation of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, Armed Forces 
chief Gen, Generoso Senga, and other mili- 
tary officials allegedly involved in the “Hello 


In a separate incident, two vintage bombs 
were unearthed in two different sites by con- 
struction workers in Manila. A 105 mm unex- 
ploded explosive ordnance was dug up inside 
the Araullo High School campus on United 
Nations Avenue in Ermita, Manila, at around 
3:15 p.m. Wednesday. Yesterday morning, an 
81 mm mortar was also unearthed at 1230 
Juaning St., Sampaloc, Manila. 

The explosives were brought to the MPD 
headquarters for safekeeping and proper dis- 


= 
LE an 


He added thateventheirliveli | 
hood has been affected by the 
park closure. A portion of the 
proceeds from the sale of their art 
work goes to Winner Foundation, 
the park caretaker. 

Winner is locked in a court bat- 
tle with the Manila City govern- 
ment. The foundation claims it 
has been given a 15-year contract 
to develop the park, but the local 
government said the contract is 
not valid. 

‘Meanwhile, Meneses and oth- 
er artists said they will join the 
park clean-up drive, a project ini- 
tiated by Winner, on Sunday. 

Winner president Regina Pa- 
terno had earlier accused the city 
government of dumping garbage 
Tike metal scrap and old Christ- 


the Holy Week for safekeeping, but now we have no cholce but to buy re- 
placement wires,” he added. The suspected thief, Lito Dizon 45, a resident 
‘of Tanyong, Malabon City, was turned over to the police for investigation. 

i Nancy C. Carvajal 


Makati opens world-class aqua center 

‘THE COUNTRY'S financial center will inaugurate today the Makati Aqua 
Sports Center, a P67-milllon world-class facility with an Olympic-sized 
‘swimming pool.” We would be inviting sports associations to try out the ta 
clllty, The city would also organize swimming competitions to look for 
homegrown talents," sald Joey Salgado, Makati information and Communi- 
ty Relations Department chief. Located In Barangay West Rembo, right 
across the University of Makati, the 4,000-sq. m. swimming facility has an 
tlght-lane,fve-foot deep Olympic-sized pool, and a smaller four-foot deep 
“warm-up” pool. Tarra V. Quismundo 


NEW RTC JUDGE 

Las Piñas City Regional Trial Court Judge Salvador V. Timbang Jr. (second 
from left) takes his oath of office before Supreme Court Chief Justice 
‘Artemio V. Panganiban. With them are members of Judge Timbang's family. 
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8 nabbed in QC ‘jueteng’ raid 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


SEVERAL HOURS AFTER INSISTING 
that his district should have been ad- 
judged the best Metro police district 
in 2005, the chief of the Quezon City 
Police District (QCPD) was ordered to 
relieve one of his officers for jueteng. 
National Capital Region Pol 

Office (NCRPO) chief Director Vidal 
Querol on Wednesday night ordered 
QCPD director Chief Supt. Nicasio 
Radovan to relieve Supt. Felicidad 
Gido, the head of the Fairview po- 


lice station, for failing to stop 
jueteng in the area. 

Hours before Gido's relief, a team 
from the NCRPO intelligence unit 
raided the Maligaya Parkland Sub- 
division at the boundary of Fairview 
and Novaliches and arrested eight 
people who were allegedly conduct- 
ing a jueteng draw. 

They were identified as Jomar 
Naz, Alberto Nacional, Maximo 
Oliveros, alleged bet collectors 
Winifredo Oreta, Rolito Viconia, 
Emilio Villaflor, Anna Lea Villanue- 
va and bettor Antonio Bagane. 


Supt. Sotero Ramos Jr, chief of 
the NCRPO’s Regional Intelligence 
Special Operations Office (RISOO) 
which conducted the operation, 
said the suspects yielded eight pens, 
several lists containing jueteng bets, 
a calculator, and P4,140 in jueteng 
bets. 

‘The suspects were placed in the 
custody of the RISOO. Charges of vi- 
olation of the anti-jueteng law will 
be filed against them at the Quezon 
City Prosecutor's Office. 

Following the police's “one strike 
policy” on jueteng, Querol ordered 
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Radovan to relieve Gido. 

“I have also warned the Quezon City Po- 
lice District not to allow the return of 
jueteng,” Querol said. 

‘At least two other cities in Metro Manila 
are being closely monitored after reports 
about the resurgence of jueteng in the area 
reached the police. 

‘Camp Crame officials, meanwhile, hailed 
the NCRPO for its swift action. 

“Like we said, we are done with airing 
warnings against the failure to stamp out 
jueteng. Right now, what we'll do is to strike 
and strike hard,” said Chief Supt. Leopoldo 
Bataoil, PNP spokesperson. 

“This action by the NCRPO is very com- 
mendable and we expect the same from oth- 
er regions,” he said. 

The chief of the Anti-Illegal Gambling 
Special Task Force said he received reports 
of jueteng activities in Quezon City a few 
days ago. 

But his men had been busy operating in 
the countryside, said Chief Supt. Antonio 
Nanas, the head of the police's anti-jueteng 
strike force. $ 

“Naunahan kami, mabuti naman (They 
beat us to it, and that’s good),” he said. 

The police's one strike policy in jueteng 
now extends to other similar forms of gam- 
bling, such as masiao and suwertes in Min- 
danao and video karera in Metro Manila. 

Jueteng is said to be the source of mil- 
lions in pesos in payoffs to local and nation- 
al politicians, as well as junior and senior 
police officers. With DJ Yap 


Trader eludes 
carjackers 


By DJ Yap 


A BUSINESSMAN ESCAPED BEING LISTED 
as the latest “carjacking” victim in Quezon 
City after he sped away in panic from Ar- 
malite-wielding car thieves the other night. 

‘Angelito Reyes, 47, was cruising along 
the Tandang Sora flyover on board his 
brand new Suzuki Swift at 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday when he was stopped by a vap 
and a car, police said. 

A blue L-300 van cut him from the right, 
while a red Toyota Corolla blocked him at 
the rear, Reyes told Chief Insp. Rudy Jaraza, 
chief of the anti-carnapping unit of the Que- 
zon City Police District. 

A man alighted from the van and trained 
an Armalite at him, Reyes said. The suspect 
told him: “Walang personalan. Kotse lang 
ang kailangan namin. (Nothing personal. 
We just need the car).” 

Gripped by fear, Reyes stepped on the ac- 
celerator and sped off, leaving his attackers 
behind, police said. 

But the suspects gave chase, following 
him for several kilometers. They even 
opened fire at him at least thrice, Reyes 
said 

When Reyes turned right to Regalado 
Street, the suspects, apparently having giv- 
en up, went the other way. 

After Reyes was shown a police file on car 
thieves, he positively identified a man in a 
photo as the one who had threatened him. 

Jaraza said the man, in his early 30s and 
heavily-built, belonged to the Madrigal Car- 
nap Group, but declined to identify him . 


Warehouse yields 
fake toothpaste 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
tion (NBI) seized halfa million pesos worth of 
fake toothpaste during a raid on a warehouse 
in Binondo, Manila, last Monday. 

NBI Intellectual Property Rights Division 
(IPRD) agents confiscated 13,680 boxes of 
50 ml tubes of counterfeit Close-Up tooth- 
paste from the warehouse at 286 Clavel St. 

“This was the first time we conducted a 
raid on counterfeit toothpaste.” NBI IPRD 
chief Jose Justo Yap said. 

Charges of unfair competition are being 
readied against warehouse owner Alex Co, 
he added. 

“The counterfeit products were imported 
from China,” Yap told reporters, explaining 
that even the toothpaste boxes which 
showed smiling Filipino models were manu- 
factured in China. 

Agents of the NBI IPRD also seized P2 mil- 
lion worth of fake perfumes and cosmetics 
during simultaneous raids in Binondo earlier 
this month. 

The NBI confiscated LOréal cosmetic 
products and 1,970 bottles of counterfeit, 
perfumes with the brand names Giorgio Ar- 
mani, Lancôme, Guy Laroche, and Ralph 
Lauren from Meowndes General Merchan-, 
dise outlets at the New Divisoria and Juan 
Luna Plaza shopping malls. The owners, 
Kevin and Sholan Go, are facing charges of, 
trademark infringement and unfair competi- 
tion. 
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Key Cabatu hits rescue Painters 


Young standout forces OT, then nails winning basket as Rain or Shine takes Game 1 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE VETERAN RAIN OR SHINE CREW FOUND 
ayoung hero yesterday. 


Junjun  Cabatu Farlie, Granny 
buried a jumper at the SAMESSUNDAY(S2n Goose tumed to Jett 
buzzer to lift Rain or Sesar» Latonio in the second 
Shine to a 70-68 over- 780P.m-—“Achieve half to subdue Har- 
time victory over Mag- ane bour Centre, 87-81, 
holia ke Cream in  S80P.m—Magnolla and bag third place. 
Game 1 of the PBL waa Latonio shot 20 of 
Heroes Cup title play- (Game 2 Finals) iio tose tn the 
offs at the San Andres Jasttwo quarters to lead 
Gym. the Tortillos past the Portmasters, 

‘Cabatu, who nailed a three- who missed the services of Joseph 
pointer to force the extra period at Yeo, who was said to be in sick bay. 
6O-all, finished with a team-high 20 The Painters trailed early in over- 
‘points as the Elasto Painters took a time, 60-66, after the Wizards 
head startin the best-of-five series. opened the extension with a 6-0 

“He really wanted to win,” said spurt. But the seasoned Painters got 
coach Caloy Garcia of the La Salle a big boost from their young guns 
standout, whose father Sonny was and closed in at 65-66. 
own for anything but his shoot- Eugene Tan nailed a triple with 
ingwhen he played forthe RP team 248 seconds to finally put the 
and later in the PBA in the 1980s. Painters on top, 68-66. 

“We had several options in the Mark Isip's jumper tied the game 
Jast play, but I also wanted it to be at 68 with 8.9 ticks left, until Cabatu 
Junjun who'd get the ball” struck on the next play. 

Led by Cabatu, Erwin Sta. 
Maria and Ronjay Enrile, 
the Painters took a 55-45 
edge in the fourth quar- 
ter before the Wizards or- 


j x 
eT SS 
ay 7 chestated a 15-2 run to 
Le g 
È 


rab the upperhand at 57-60. 
Cabatu then tied the 
AR game at 60-all with a 


triple with 568 ticks 
left 
The scores: 
First Game 
GRANNY GOOSE 87—Latonio 
24, Cruz 12, Lanete 9, Grado 7. 
Santos 6, David 6, Ameda 6, Ibanes 


=| Open the Surprise! 


D Pena 12, Gaco 13, Laon 8 
Mesia 8, Paleo 8, Tenorio 8, Are Kia Motors has worked hard to improve and develop constantly, giving us the power to teke you 


oe by surprise, And that we'll do each time you see or try out one of our latest vehicles. Have a look 
uate: 19-28, 242,63 at Kia Motors. We've got a lot more surprises in store for you in 2008. 
ses 
Second Game 
AMOR SHINE 7—Cstau 
20. Tan 11, Sia. Nar 10, Ele 
À 5. Orio 7, Sap Foy 
6 Reyes 2 AaalO 
S MAGNOLIA 68-—Wisens 2, 
Sige aa, bus ‘Santos 14, Valenzuela 12, Misolas 
MAGNOLIA'S Kelly Williams 7, Chan 5, Rizada 4, Isip 4, Co 1, Jones 0, An- 
pulls down the rebound off Rain geles 0, Bombeo 0. 
or Shine’ Jay-R Reyes. want Quarters 13.31-28 4744 60-80, 7068 
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‘underchassis Repair / Computer-| 
ized Wheel Alignment Electronic] 
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| aircon Service ! Engine Mainte- | 
nance! Mechanical & Electronic", 
Repair? Muffler Services 
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SPORTS 
Table tennis president Valbuena under fire 


A BIG GROUP OF TABLE TENNIS COACHES, PLAYERS, 
dub officers and regional directors have asked the 
Philippine Olympic Committee to oust’ ‘Table Tennis As- 
sociation of the Philippines Tatap) president Victor Val- 
‘buena because his reelection was “illegal.” 

Led by Tatap directors Bax Paras (Region 4), God- 
ofredo Uy (Region 5) and Nico Cawed (Baguio), the 
group which calls itself the Council for Reforms in- 
formed the POC in a petition letter on Thursday that 
there was no quorum when the Tatap polls was held. 
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Barako, 
Giants seek 
clinchers 


“We're just waiting for his term to end last year, but 
we're surprised to learn that Valbuena was reelected 
without informing the recognized clubs and regional di- 
rectors,” said Oscar Santelices, a former Tatap secretary 
general and spokesman of the group. 

“We just found out that they held an election without 
a quorum because there were no regional directors and 
club officers who were present there.” 

But Valbuena debunked the claims of the unified 
group, saying he was legally given a fresh mandate by 


the Tatap regional directors. 

Valbuena explained that Santilices bone of con- 
tention was that he wasn't recognized as Tatap presi- 
dent because former Tatap chief Rufino Go was still the 
association head in the books submitted to the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. 

The group's letter was received by POC special assis- 
tantto the president Go Teng Kok on Thursday and the 
issue is expected to be tackled by the POC arbitration 
committee next week. ‘Mare Anthony Reyes 


Taekwondo head blames 
test center for drug shame 


By Musong R. Castillo 


PHILIPPINE TAEKWONDO ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
Robert Aventajado yesterday branded as “useless” the 
drug-testing procedure of the Philippine Center for 
Sports Medicine and blamed the agency for Esther 
Marie Singson’s flunking the World Anti-Doping Agen- 
cy (Wada) test recently. 

Aventajado said that while Singson passed a PCSM test 
on Nov 22, the Wada-accredited clinic in Beijing, China, 
later found the taekwondo gold medalist of the 23rd 
Southeast Asian Games to be positive for diuretics. 

The substance is banned by the Wada because it can 
shield steroid or performance-enhancing drugs. 

But PCSM head Dr. Raul Canlas said that the system 
has been in place for the past seven editions of the SEAG 
and that no untoward incident had ever happened on Fil- 
ipino athletes. 

“The PCSM held a series of seminars for national 
coaches six months before the Games," Canlas told the Iv- 
‘uimen over the phone. “Those seminars were intended to 
wam them (athletes), and she (Singson) was wamed 
{about taking banned drugs]. I have her coach's word.” 

Canlas declined to identify Singson's coach, one of many 
who attended the seminar. He said he had urged the men- 
tors to tell their players not to “take anything unusual.” 

Singson, who insists she had made an “honest mis- 
take," would lose her gold medal in taekwondo if the 
SEAG Federation refused to accept her alibi. 

The banned substance was found in a weight-reducing 
tea that Singson took last October so she would make the 
weight for the bantamweight category 

‘Meanwhile, Eski Ripoll, the conditioning and strength- 
ening coach of the national taekwondo team, said that 


‘Singson did not tell anyone she took a brand of herbal 
slimming tea that is rich in diuretics. 

The entire taekwondo team was quartered at the Ultra 
from Now 7 last year and Ripoll’s wife, Christina—a health 
adviser, but not a fulltime employee of the PTA—took 
care of the team's nutrition requirements. 

In a related development, PTA vice-president Sung 


À GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM 
Financial Center, Pasay City, Metro Manila 1308 


PHYSICAL RESOURCES DISPOSAL COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO BID 
“The GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM nites interested buyers 
whohae he capsbly andengage on smiar business to submi sealed proposa or 
Ihe sale oStel Tower on "AS IS, WHEREIS” basisto be conducied on February 
17, 2006 at 2:00 P.M. atthe Physical Resources Lounge, Leve! 1. Core B, New 
GSIS Headquarters Buidng, Pasay City. Apre-bdding conference wil be heki on 
February 15, 2008. 200 P.M. (he same venue) 
QUANTITY DESCRIPTION LOCATION 


One (1) unt Steel Tower  Phicomcen Bulking 
Ortigas Ave., Pasig City 


MIN, BID 
P2,323,548.00 


The above tem may be inspected at the Phicomcen Building, Ortigas Avenue, 
Pasig Ciy during office hours. For inquies, you may call Engr. Raymundo R. 
Caguioa jr. or Mr. Emesio Lopez al Tel No. 831-62-95 or vist iem ai he Materiais 
Management Department, Level, GSIS Headquarters, Financial Center, Pasay 
Ciy. Oia Bid Form wil be issuedupon submission o! curentBusness/ Mayors 
Permit and payment ol P100. 00 orie document 

Sealed bid shall be accompanied by relundabie cash bid securiy equivalent 1o 10% 
ofthe olalamount of the bid. Manager's, Cash s or Certied Checks shall be 
accopledascash 

‘The GSISPRDG reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any defects 
arilemmaliy oi the bidsreceved, toaccepi he bd mast othe System, 
and does not guarantee Ihat an award wil be made. The decison ol the GSIS 
PRDO inthis regard shall be final and binding. 


(Sad) ERIC BABAR ZERRUDO 
Charperson 


LPO Feb 3 2 5,208) 


INTHE EYE OF STORM: Esther Marie Singson (left) exchanges kicks with her Indon foe in the SEAG finals. 47 


Chong Hong will fy to South Korea soon to attend the 
World Taekwondo Federation meeting and at the same 
time raise the case of Singson before the executive board, 
of which he is a member. 

Drug cases in the WTF can mean suspensions, and 
‘Singson’s case could merit a two-year ban from local and 
international competitions. 


Pro-Am open to Asian Tour bets 


JUVIC PAGUNSAN AND THE FOUR OTHER 
Filipino pros who made it to this year’s Asian Tour 
may still join the Sth Konica Minolta National 
Pro-Am on Feb. 7-11 at Riviera Langer. 

Pagunsan, who qualified for this years Asian 
“Tour after a distinguished stint as an amateur, has 
been a participant in the annual event since 2001 
with his father, Juanito, as the pro. 

This year, however, Juvic has to team up with 
an amateur with an index handicap of 5 or higher 
inthe Feb. 8-11 tournament. 

Angelo Que, Gerald Rosales, Frankie Miñoza 
and Jerome Delariarte also made it to this year’s 
Asian Tour. Like Pagunsan, they may tap ama- 


® 


teurs with indices ofS or higher as parmers in the 
event presented by U-Bix Corp. chair Bert Bravo 
which stakes.a record pot of P1.7 million and two 
“Toyota Innovas as hole-in-one prizes. 

Miñoza is expected to miss today’s deadline, 
however since heis listed among the entries in the 
Johnnie Walker Classic in Australia set Feb 9-12. 

“Everybody is welcome, for as long as every- 
body complies with the rules of the tournament.” 
said Bravo, who co-chairs the executive commit- 
tee with Benny Gopez, the president of the Na- 
tional Golf Association ofthe Philippines. 

Gerard Cantada and JR Tanpinco are gunning 
fora historic third straight victory. 


Reputnc ot ne Phlppines 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Regon- 10 
sly, Cagayan de Oro Ciy 


NOTICE OF CORNGRAINS SALE THROUGH AUCTION 


“The National Food Authonty, Cagayan de Oro City (NFA-10) wes to inte al corn users to participate inthe 
sate br VOD Cornorams (YGN) and Whe Corgrains (WGN) through Auction in the folowing NFA-Warehouses 


Ender me yunsacton ot NFA-Buaanon as totos 


tor NAMEOF 
NO. WAREHOUSE! 
LOCATION 


VONE 
(in kg) 
MOREOR 
Less 


FLOOR RICE 


per i, 
EX-WHSE INCLUDING 
(CONTAINER 
{in Php) 


Accessory Manufacturers 
Sell your Products in the USA 


At Retail Prices 
Own a US Retail Business 


VorcMart 


WorldMart the accessory section of HomeMart 
Furniture is a fantastic brand new business model 
which Allows YOU to sell your products Direct to 
the Consumer without the liability, cost or 

involvement of owning risky retail factory stores. 

Currently we have around 30 companies from 

Manila, Pampanga and Cebu that have already 

Joined HomeMart and WorldMart. 
The first of 10 stores will open in Dallas Texas 
On May 4th 2006 
We still have space for a further 20 
accessory manufacturers 
Checkout www.uptrendworld.com and 
www.homemart-furniture.com this is your 
‘opportunity to sell your products at retail prices 
in the USA and own your own 
US retail business. 
For more information Contact 
@uptrendworld.com or 
Tel. UpTrend Cebu (032) 2728504 


GO AGLAYAN. 
MALAYBALAY, BUKIONON 


11.206 00 


360 


GID MUSUAN. 
MARAMAG. BUKIDNON 


41270 


GIOMARAMAG, 
MARAMAG. BUKIDNON 


63.506 18 


‘GID KALILANGAN, 


KALILANGAN, BUKIDNON 


armes 


GIO WAD. 
WAO. LANAO SUR 


25950209 


GID AGLAYAN. 
MALAYBALAY, BUKIDNON 


13728.52 


‘GID MUSUAN, 
MARAMAG, BUKIDNON 


3357572 


GID MARAMAG 
MARAMAG. BUKIONON 


2551288 


“GID KALILANGAN, 
KALILANGAN, BUKIDNON 


43742457 


GID WAO. 
WAO. LANAO SUR 


2296055 


820 


Qualified Buyers: 


SE syers of Animal industry (BAN registered com users and processors, and NFA registered! poultry & 


hog raisers, processors and loed milers. 


NPA teensed Corn Users/Com MaersCom Processors. 

2 ArSumoraed representatve shal pe slowed lo partopate in he bidding provided he/she is covered by a 
Pants Specs Power of Atomey lor sole propneiorsnip and Board Resoluion ior parinershipleooperai 
De ee i preseniy connected win the ently as an olkcal employeeisiock holder and i8 


Suinoraze i represent the same nthe Doang 


‘The Comngrains sick are stored in warehouses under NFA-Bukidron juscction wit its corresponding foo 


price on whole Iot, "asss-where-s, no selecton basis” 


‘Al interested ciferors are required to posta bc bond equivalent 19 10% ofthe total amount 
ot Caan, Demand Drait, Managers CheekCastner's Check issued by a repuiabie Cagayan 


payable io NFA 


Terms and Conditions, and Bid Forms wal be avatable at BAC Secretarial, NFA, Regonal Ole 10. Cagayan 
nor-ralundabis fof P1 000. 


de Oro Ciy alter payment oi a, 


Conduct an ocular sperton ol me sunez stocks paor t18 In 


‘Schedule ot Activites: 


00 The NFA encourages al ineresied offerors 10 
icon 


‘ACTIVES GE 


RE 


Tesvance of BG 
Documents 


Feu 0207, 06 
(worang days oniy) 


300 AT 
500PM 


aa Foor, 
Conlerence Room, 


Pre-Aucion February 08, 2006. 


FOOD AN NFA-Régional 


Daadine for 
Scomasion of Bids 


February 10, 2008 


10.00 AM tice 10, Cagayan 


de Gro City 


T Opening of Bs February 10,2008 


TEA ay 


“The atonal Food Auforiy, Regon 10 assumes no responsibay whelsoever1o compensate or Indemnity 
ders of any expenses eurred Inthe preparanon ofthe id. 

‘The Natonal Food Author, Regon 10 reserves the right to rejac any or all oles, 1o waive any delect or 
inion aa Mara and sczept only euch ales, wtschin ts judgment, are most reasonable and advantageous 


to the NPA 


(Sa) CAMILOD. MAGTRAYO 
Assi Rog! Desctor/Cnarman, BAC-10 


again today 


AFTER MISSING THE 

championship bus for emer ie 
Sees persons | (cea Astrodome) 
Wednesday Red Bull | “20pm. rinn 
Barako and Purefoods |. Ginebra vs Ret Sut 
Chunkee go for the Lape 
Que oO eer | foods vs airat 
respective semifinal SERIES RESULTS 
series today in the San Game 1—Ginebra d. 
Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta | Red Bul, 105-100 (01): 
Conference at the Pureloods d. Ai21, 
Cuneta Astrodome. 94-89 

Import James Pen- |  Game2—Red Buld. 
ny retums for the Red Ginebra, 86-83; Pure- 
Bull Barako when they foods d. Air21, 88-87 
try to nail down the | Game3—Red Buld. 
decisive fourth win Ginebra, 99-85; Alr21 d. 
against the Barangay Pureoods, 101-87 
Ginebra Kings at 4:40 | Game4—Red Buld. 
p.m. in Game 6 of their Ginebra, 88-85; Pure- 
best-of-seven duel. foods d. Air21, 100-90 

‘The Purefoods Gi- Game 5—Ginebra d. 
ants, who fumbled ‘Red Bul, 97-83; Air21 d. 
away the potential Purefoods, 100-99. 
winning basket in the 
dying seconds of Game 5, also go for the clincher 
again at 7:35 p.m. against the never-say-die 
A2 Express. 

“Tm sure, it will be a much tougher game 
come Friday,” said Ginebra coach Siot Tanquing- 
cen after the Kings pulled off a 97-83 win over 
the Barako, with Penny serving a one-game sus- 
pension asa result of two technical fouls in Game 
5. 

Red Bull had earlier won three straight after 
dropping the opener of the series in overtime. 

Ginebra import Chris Porter will have to work 
even harder after tuming in 27 points and 26 re- 
bounds in Game 5, while Eric Menk and Rommel 
Adducul have to fight their way into the paint 
with Penny around. 

“We'll uy to take away their post offense and 
let them hit from the outside if they can,” said 
Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao. 

“You have to take a risk by either guarding the 
post and allowing the threes, or create more 
space for them by extending out—which could 
make you vulnerable to their big men.” 


‘Swim-or-sink match 

‘The Express, on the other hand, will be play- 
ing their fourth swim-or-sink match of the con- 
ference after booting out San Miguel Beer and 
Tolk 'N Text and avoiding elimination Wednes- 
day night. 

“This team rides on emotion and energy,” said 
Air21 coach Bo Perasol. “It's always an advantage 
for us whenever our backs are against the wall.” 

But the Express are still around this time 
mainly because of luck. 

‘ter moving within a point at 100-99, the Gi- 
ants had the potential game-winner in their 
hands in Game 5. But Roger Yap, who was free 
under the Purefoods basket, threw it away by 
fumbling a pass from Kerby Raymundo in the dy- 
ing seconds of play June Navarro 


Milo Marathon 
Tagbilaran leg 
fires off Sunday 


MORE THAN 4,000 RUNNERS ARE EXPECTED 
at the starting line when Tagbilaran City holds 
the 21K elimination leg of the National Milo 
Marathon for the first time on Sunday. 

The 30th year of the country’ biggest and 
longest-running foot race is staging what is actu- 
ally the second leg of the qualifying series in its 
maiden visit to the picturesque island of Bohol. 

Slots in the grand finals to be held in Metro 
Manila on Dec. 10, plus the lion's share of the 
cash pot of P144,600 await the top three finishers 
in the 21K men's and women’s races. 

Organizers said prizes will also be given out to 
the top 10 finishers in the SK fun run and the Kid- 
dies 3K age-group race of the weekly event held 
in parmership with Cebu Pacific, Bayview Park 
Hotel-Manila, Adidas and Powerbar. 

Bohol Gow Erico Aumentado will fire the start- 
ing gun for the 21K event, while Tagbilaran May- 
or Dan Lim and Vice Gov. Julius Caesar Herrera 
will send off the runners in the SK and 3K races. 

National sports commissioner Ambrosio de 
Luna will help award the prizes. 

Milo jackets, caps, basketballs, a cell phone 
and P15,000 cash will be raffled off on race day. 

Local organizers Dionisio Balite, a member of 
the Bohol provincial board, and Joel Rosario are 
advising all participants to be at the starting area 
before 5 a.m. on Sunday for the final briefing. 

The kick-off leg in Kidapawan City last Sunday 
drew 4,465 runners, and Milo Sports Events ex- 
‘ecutive Pat Goc-Ong said they are targeting about 
182,000 participants in this season's 30 legs, in- 
cluding the 42K grand finale. 


Ateneo-La Salle poker slated 
‘THE FIRST Ateneo-La Salle Poker Challenge. billed as 
“Blue vs Green Poker Tournament,” has been set for 
Feb. 25 at the Casino Filipino in Parañaque. Registra- 
tion starts at 1 pm., an hour before the start ofthe 
toumament, which will be held under the auspices of 
the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. The 
‘event is open to all alumni of the two schools. For in- 
aires rali 0917-B600406. 
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ROBERTO: Equivalent to 4-under 68 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORTS 


Roberto, Korean pace Southern Ladies 


LORA ROBERTO AND KOREAN CRYSTAL 
Chin fired 4-under par 68s yesterday for 58 
points under the Molave scoring system to 
share the lead at the start of the 43rd South- 
em Ladies Open in Manolo Fortich, Bukid- 
non. 

Roberto, spearhead of the Manila South- 
woods squad, flashed solid putting form at 
the Del Monte Golf Ciub here, sinking five 
birdies inside eight fet to cushion a bogey on 
the par-3 No. 7. 


“k will be a question of putting since the 
surface is difficult,” said Roberto, eyeing a 
second crown in three years after ruling the 
Bacolod edition of this annual event in 2004. 
“The greens are wide but very tricky” 
Roberto and Shin took a one-point lead 
over another Korean, Park Sung-hyun, in the 
54-hole event sponsored by Petron Corp., DHL 
Worldwide Expres/WWW Express, Gopez 
Corp. and Hans Bruhmann Indl. Jeweller. 
The two Koreans exploited their familiari- 


DAVAO CITY—MANILA SOUTH- 
woods and Luisita are the teams to 
watch when the Philippine Airlines 
Interclub golf tournament fires off 
in three tough courses here later 
this month. 

Defending champion Manila 
Southwoods is favored to win its 
second straight men's champi- 
onship in the 59th Interclub battles 
set Feb. 22-25 at the Apo Golf and 
Country Club and the Palos Verdes 
Golf and Country Club. 

The tournament, considered as 
the country’s national clubs champi- 
onship, actually begins Feb. 17 with 
the staging of the 19th Seniors In- 
terclub competitions at the Lanang 
Golf and Country Club, and at Apo. 


S’woods PAL Interclub top pick | 


Luisita is 
tipped to cap- 
ture its sixth 
consecutive Se- 
niors title in the 
event limited to 
players who are 
at least 55 years 
old. 

The tradition- 
al hitting of ceremonial drives on 
Feb. 16 will officially start the Se- 
mors championship that PAL 
launched in 1988. 

‘Thus far, 71 teams have signed up 
for the Seniors Interclub. 

‘An international field of 73 clubs 
are listed in the centerpiece men’s 
regular event. 


r 


ABS-CBN International, Airbus, 
Boeing, INQ7, Joey 92.3, Royal 
Caribbean International, People 
Asia magazine, Premier Wine and 
Spirits, Rudy Project, and UMBN 
are the major sponsors. Fortune To- 
bacco, GE Aircraft Engines and Ra- 
dio Mindanao Network are the cor- 
porate backers, while 96.3 WRock, 
Century Park Hotel and Asia Brew- 
ery are the other supporters. 

Canlubang is expected to chal- 
lenge the Michael Bibat-led Manila 
Southwoods for supremacy in the 
regular Championship division. 

‘Other titles to be disputed in both 
the regular and Seniors events are 
the Founders, Sportswriters and 
Friendship divisions. 


ty ofthe course, having stayed here for 
‘months, in a bid to dominate the event. 

‘leet Rose Yao, one of the veteran cam- 
paigners here, shot 55 points for solo fourth. 

“Teener Mia Piccio came through with 54 
points like Lovelyn Guioguio to lead the 
charge of the youth brigade while Crystal Su- 
peral, another jungolfer, and Chihiro Ikeda 
fired 53 points apiece under the scoring sys- 
tem that gives 4 points for a birdie, 3 for par, 
2 forbogey and 1 point for a double bogey. 


Republic of the Philippines 


Eva Miñoza had 51 points while 2003 
champion Lina de Guzman made 50 like 
Jyra Mae Wong, Cyna Rodriguez, Anya Tan- 
pinco and Carmelette Villaroman. 

Claudine Garcia shot 46 points for a 4- 
point lead in Class A over Nene Guioguio; 
Mina Gillott and Inday Tan scored 32 points 
each to share the Class B lead; Joyce Duque 
and Bernadette Jalosjos each fired 34 points 
to show the way in Class C; while Ervina 
Wilkenson led Class D with 26 points. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Ateneo Basketball League 
THE 2006 season ofthe Ateneo Basketball League 
wil be ongoing until March 18. There are 151 teams 
În 24 divisions with pleyer ages ranging from 7 to 50 
Years old. Games are heid on weekends at the Ate- 
neo de Manila, Reyes Gym, Meralco, Club 650, and 
DZone. For more information, log on to www abt- 
ph.com or contact Chiqui Paterno, directo-MPG Inc. 
at 635-3257, 0917-5337778 or e-mail abl@ad- 
mu.edu.ph. Principal sponsors of ABL 2006 include 
Snickers Chocolate, Cheetos, Gatorade, San Miguel 
Beer and Molten GG7. 


Makati derby starts Feb. 8 
A GUARANTEED prize of P200,000 will be at stake in 
a special 3-cock derby on Feb. 8 at the air-conditioned 
Makati Coliseum. Sponsor is B-Meg Derby Ace. To be 
hosted by WTJ Sports and Amusement Corp., the 
eventis a follow-up to the 3-cocke lst Jan. 30 which 
tured 42 entries. Entry fee is P5,500. Meanwhile, the 
new schedule of Summer Salpukan 6 cock derby wil 
be on April 26, 29, May 2, 4, 6, 11 and 13. It will also 
be hosted by Lito Orillaza, Rudy Salud and Wiliam Co 
‘of WTA. Call 896-3545 and 895-6475. 


PEC derby 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Ereg Compa, oe od 
Gérer 
LS esa Lo S/S 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


{he POC Eng Drama Conse ing al need aps apy rb see r 
ie sup ad caver of Be ions 


Approves Susget 
Pee 252500000 


pre «sam 
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Two Hidhe Eighty (280) Code ars nat Cause Soda 
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Graine | Fame ans | PP 000) |e Anse E Craco oe 5988) 
Eu purposes d dantpng cetan makers, à re Dig cone shal aso be Peti on Es 1 
Fu te FGU soane ond GT SU741¢, 220 pm à De abore aces Apte ior Got od 
FA Shes sai te screed 1o, an tepetned wi De PNOC-EDC Procesan: Department x Pe 
Ne ans meester Gopped 2 De padrasa bd box banal nat wit ban 240 pa. 
(Procurement Departmen Wal Clock Te) ot or Fd S085 and GT STIAN 
PS opno of bes st ‘low mega Deventer Lale Bis shall net be accepted 
cape bars sa ity colomaace ae biog rms and condon. rage. and shar 
Zeiten sone trou pepe’ sbmesaexonen Souce clued ston ienai Cash Conan 
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resumes 
THE SHOWDOWN ot 


MAKATI (SPORTS) CLUB, INC. 
NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE 


cockers resumes today 
at Pasay City Cockpit 
wih a 4-cock derby fea- 
turing more than 60 


Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of the Makati (Sports) Ciub, Inc. has approved 
the sale by auction of the shares of the following individuais/corporate stockholders: 


fights. Derby hosts Ma- 


STOCKHOLDER 


ADDRESS SC. NO. 


‘mad and Dodie Vilaru- 


bio, who are both mem- Insurance Co. 


Times Surely and 


AFC Bldg. 102L-P. Leviste Street, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 


BAST 
Inc. (1531) 


bers of the Pasay Cockpit 
Cockers Association 


‘Centennial Realty 
Corporation (0241) 


CIO Col. Bustos, 2403 Asia Tower, Paseo 
de Roxas, Makati City 


A-1690 


(PCCA), said P300,000 is 


Magdale 
at stake in the event aes 


(0273) 


Peña Philippine Racing Ciub Sia. Ana Park, 


Makati City 1200 


FAST 


‘sponsored by Sagupaan 
‘Complexor 3000. Among 
those entered are Ramon 


Reynolds Philippines 
Corporation (1493) 


GIF, Fenics Bldg. Avocado Rd., FTI 
Taguig, Metro Manila 1632 


A2280 


Mancenares, Lito Roque, 
Gold Cup entry, Walter 


Masuda Marine 
Corporation (1802) 


TIO Mr. Generandy M. Diaz Mercalor 
Finance Corporation, 15/F, Trident Towers, 
312 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 


ror) 


Villanueva, Cito Man- 
ansala, Butchoy Olano, 


(0083) 
Boy Valenzuela, Lito Al- 


Maria Aurora E. Ceniza 


48 Doña Juana Townhomes, C.Raymundo 
‘Avenue, Maybunga. Pasig City 1607 


cantara, Rolly Ligon, Joel 


4 
Femando, Pepito Ngo, wa 


‘California Mig. Company 


Kim. 16 East Service Road South Super 
Highway Paranaque City 


Boy Layag and Bobby 
Doromal. Two more 4- 
cockers are set on Feb. 


Melin 5. Mariin (0688) 


Mariin and Associates, inc., Unit 204, 
Makati Cinema Square Tower, Pasong 
Tamo, Makati Cty 1231 


10 (Lito Alcantara and 


Boy Valenzuela) and Feb. 10739) 


Tino P. Nepomuceno 


42 Galaxy St., Bel-Air IV Village, Makati 
City 1209 


17 (3rd POCA). Call 843- 
1890, 843-1746and 


Consolidated industrial 
Gases Inc.(1369) 


+ Pololaine StFrancis Subd. 
Cainta Rizal 


816-6750. 
(1551) 


‘Chanton Management & 
Development Corporation 


TMA Mining Corporation, S622 Kamagong 
St., Makati City 


Emesto G. Teopado (1033) 


70 Joaquin SL Corinthian Gardens 
Quezon City 


Rudy S. Labos & 
Associates (0307) 


Rim. 111 Casman Bidg., 1198 Quezon 
Avenue, Quezon City 


BY TOP CHOICE 


Paco 1—0r/Tnp— Seat Ser 


Oscar Reyes (0869) 


Le Triomphe Cond. 375 Dela Costa 
Salcedo Vill. Makati City 


enado (2), Mini Surt (4) 


RFM Corporation(0474) 


11 Kawayan North Forbes MKILCity 


Grances Ars (5). Dake 
© 


Race 2—(O0) Cle 


Men Hadings & Management 
Dev Corp (0064) 


107 fir. Athenaeum Bldg. 160L.P Leviste 
St. Salcedo Village Mkt City 


lone, Quan J Puis (3) 


‘Man Holdings 
Cara Nueve (7). Stent 


Management ( 1831) 


& “Offic. Athenaeum Bidg. 160 P.Leviste 
St. Salcedo Vill. Mkt City 


perator (1) 
Raco 3~(01vtr)—Msn Pow 


Cipriano C. Bauiista (0123) 


313 Gov. Pascual Sreet, Navotas, Mevo Mania 


er (3). Goldon Fantasy 
(6. U Are My Sunshine 


La Campana Fabrica De 
Tabacos(1226) 


8800 Abeja St. Makati City 


(6), Spoed Majesty 4) 
j PentafTny- Hat 
Dream (7). Sharp Cache 


Corporate Investment 
Phils., inc. (1938) 


22IF, Taipan Place, Emerald Ave., Ortigas 
Center, Pasig City 


(9. C Tonet (8), Chat 
cama (2). Oistncive 
Dancer (4) 


Yusuki Sami (1916) 


‘Embassy of Japan, 2627 Roxas ENG. 
Pasay City 


face §—Cowning Gory (2), 


Tres M. Villareal (0343) 


72 Jasmin St. Valle Verde 1 Pasig City 8-662 


‘Sharon's Cote (1) 
ace 6—PentaTi}—Asine- 
goes (6). En Cara (3), 


Pilipinas Kao ine (1414) 


TOGA E Rodriguez Jr. Ave. Bagumbayan 
Quezon City 


5-469 


Soveraign Dancer (8. 
Bold Lucky (2), Naughty 


of 


Union insurance Society 
anion, Lid. (0226) 


TIF, Cattleya Bidg.. 235 Salcedo St, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 


B1149 


K) 

ace TOi) —Beter 
Ste). Doe's Abbey 
(1), War Hero (2), Mu 
Tiara (4) 

Race BOUT) Aes Back 
(@),. locos. Pade (8). 
Sika (6) Sms O The 
Wind 7) 

Raa 0-Supe/Q Du 
ing Ata (10), Ween 
Ban (1). me Ecrans 
(2). Die OÙ Tre Vs) 


Koom. 


“The auction sale will be held on 23 February 2006 at 10:00 A.M. at the Club's Dasmariñas 


“This announcement also serves as a notice and demand to the members/stockholders concerned 
that the auction of said shares may be avoided If they pay the overdue accounts at anytime during 
office hours before the auction sale. 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR NO. DC2006-01-0002 
ON THE MANDATE AND RESPONSIBILTY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY OVER THE WHOLESALE 
ELECTRICITY SPOT MARKET AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE PHILIPPINE ELECTRICITY MARKET 
CORPORATION IN RELATION TO THE PREPARATION, ADOPTION AND FLING FOR APPROVAL OF THE 
PRICE DETERMINATION METHODOLOGY 
WHEREAS, under Seaton 30 ol Repubic Aci No. 9138 (herve known as the Elec Power Indust Relorm 
AET U EPIRA) ihe Department ol Energy (DOE) i mandated to eslatish he wholesale ect spot 
Pate EWESMT) composed ol fhe wholesale electricity spi market parbopants 
WHEREAS, mn accordance vith Aule 9 Secion Sla) ol be Implementing Rules and Regulations ol the EPIRA 
(ihr ine DOE is merdaod 1o organize and estabish he approptiale market design and goverancestucure 
Aie wholesale eieciicty spot market 
WHEREAS, pursuant os power to estabiish the WESM, Section 90 ol EPIRA luther provides thal the DOE is 
WERE Aso) he lomo ol he delaod des or he WESM CWESH Rules”), jointly te electri power 
ananipa an (he conn ol he market operator which shall be an auiorameus group responsible 
for ne wapiemeniation ol he WESMin accordance wih he WESM Pues 
WHEREAS, on 28 June 28,2002, fhe DOE, with the joint endorsement ol alt power industry participants; 
WE Saranen Grover No. 200006008 promulgating the WESM Rules, consert wilh the provisions of 
Sezon 90 ol EPIRA at 
Te) theres shali ralest accepted economi principles and provide a level playing eld to al electric power 
indus pacers; and 
(ere stall prove among hrs, procedires lor: 
establishing the ment order dispatch instructions for each time period; 
Geterminng the markt learg price lor each time prod: 
Soranstereg th market. ncuoha clea for admission 1 and termination fom the market wich 
FESS cacy or peromonce bond requirements, ong righis fhe participants, surelance 
Mo assurance à complance othe paricpans wih the es and the formation of the wholesale 
‘etry spol market governing bod, 
Wi. prescribing gadelnos for be market operation in system emergencies; and 
amending Pe rues 
WHEREAS, in Novertber 2003, fe DOE consiutd he Autonomous Group Market Operalor AGMO") wth the 
incorporation oie Phippne Eiecricty Market Corporation (PEMC) 
WHEREAS, Sacion 30 o! EPIRA sales that ihe WESM Rules shall provide the mechanism lor determining the 
Ps caro covera by bial contrat between seters and purchasers ol eleciciy; 
PRIS Seclon 30 0 EPIRA provides urher hat he pice deterrina on methodology cortainedinthe WESM 
Ms srol be sumec to he epprovalol ne Energy Regulatory Comms son (ERC) 
WHEREAS, on 30 November 2004, ne DOE auihonzed the PENC 1 fie on ts behall ihe WESM Price 
Hees <uetosobgy (PON) atthe approval o tne ERG, and 1o comply wih all decies othe ERC in 
reiaton he POM 
WHEREAS hers a ned bo dariy the scope of PEMC author to act on beall ol the DOE in relaion 1o he 
WHERE scie ard lng ot approva lhe POM wi the EAC pursuant he DOE's mandale as regards 
Se design and uct o! the WESM. 
NON. THEREFORE. promis’ considered. he DOE hereby adopts his Ciroular tor purposes stated above andto 
provide guidance to PEMC in seeking the appr ai of the POM: 
Section 1, Objective of Wholesale Electricity Spat Market. Consistent wih ts mandale under Section 30 ol 
ST A ne parca Ful, Seton fa ol he IAR, the DOE adopled a WESM design and siruciure that 
En sos oesubiah a compelive aient. ransparent and relatie market for electicly where: 
fe) Aicel payang fil exists among the paricpans: 
À] ‘ecg of cay hold among paricipants wiin the spot market, 
(E) Tred partes are granted non-dicrmeaiony access 1o the power system; 
1 Prees are governed as far as pracicabia by commercia and market forces: nd 
fe) Elioencys encouraged 
sects, Components of Wholesale Electricity Spot Maret. The lowing key components constitu he 
Segn le WESM: 
(a) Pricing 
Base io any martel designis he method and procedures lor determining the price al which electiciy 
Wie 20 or purchased in the wholesale elecincty spot market. 
The main objecives oi be prong meihodare = 
3. Balance supply and demand 
3, Bios he moge incerives, both short term and long ezm, to the buyers and sellers ough 
he correct pricing signals; 
4. Prevent abuse oi marhet poer, and 
4. Manage congestion 
(b) Scheduling and Dispatch 
Ts voies ina proces ol determining the dispaich schedule far al laces, which schedule shal 
TEST De system operator i providing cela pach Lo al generation laces and loads 
comeciedto the Varsriss sysiem. 
is based on certan species factors, such as pricing (economic čspalch): |and transmission capacity 
and constrains [seooriy consvained spa, 
Frees arpia rani ino dispaich schede, hare must be coordination between market operons 
PA an operations. The market design esiabishes the procedures, processes or sysiems 
an ere oat ie markei operator and system operalar coordinate their tunotons in relat on 
toi spot maitot 
1p re SPA ar eooiratonis ariphasized by tho lact ihat he centralized operation and maintenance 
Den meer sysem and ie gidin e restructured eect indus  conoled bya singe 
Sy (any he TAANSOO, eventuali he private concessionaire selected in accordance wih 
Republic Act No. 9136). 
(©) Billing and Settlement 
re Sel dos shouid specii the procedures lor determining Ihe na silent amounts to be pai by Ihe 
aa Spans ior es vanseciors in he wholesale electicty spot market and the procedures lor bling and 
D Dano clnatel vansacions between he market operator and iha market pariciparts, as welas ang 
irate panopais 
(d) Market Administration/Governance 
À ne governance ol be market ontempales the processes by which decisions are made end 
Taneris bin he wholesale elechcly spot markat 1o ensure te aliment othe marks 
cnpares. 
<I shat include, bu not be imed to, he flowing = 
1° Te tems ard conditions by wich ens may be authorized o participate inthe spot market; 
3; RSsstatcivetomewor rth resaitn ol disputes among market paricipanis: 
2 eion in case ol a breach or vision of the market res by a market participari: and 
À. ant ranspareni ard iir processes lor amending fhe market rules. 
Section 3, PEMC Submission of Price Determination Methodology. The PEMC is authorized 1 sit the 
Sees Plon and approva, the PDM winch consis lhe procedures for ine determination ol schedules 
EC aan real ave Gp and for fre week ahead and ahead market projections. Those 
ara erer Prete expressed in è senes ol equations or mathematical algo that constituie the Markel 
Espa Opbmzaton Model he “MDOM 
TS MDOM stat conti and adhere lo he mart design elses and principles contained inthe WESM Rue 
Paray bese erin in WESM Fes 3.2 103.10, 25 flows — 
WESM Bu 2 - Marhet Network Model Trading Nodes and Pricing Zones: 
WESM Rule 33 —Anctry Seces: 
WESM Rue 34 Mare rang lionel and Timetable; 
WESM Aule 35 — Submasen ol Oers, Bs and Daia; 
WESM Rule 35 — Market D'spaich Opimzeton Modol 
WESM Auie 37 - Wartet Progcions 
West le 38 — Scheduing and Dispatch Implementation 
WESM Rule 39 — Treatment oi Load Shedding and Excess Generation and 
WESM Rue 3 10-Detormnaton of Market Pres. 
xcept lr re MDON. a arhar components or lomens ol he WESM as desebd in Seon 2 heroo! are 
Paa a pats ol ine desig and siructure ole market and Pur, PEMG shal ensure han changes 
considered era Pa ens orators virout Ie pror approval ol ihe DQE oras maybe necessary pursuant 
amaan eens me WESM Fas, Honavar, PEMG is aud Lo provida loan or 1 expound on 
any amenderen Irom e publ, he ERG or any oihar government agency as regards the non-PDN 
compare ol markat design. 
ear DOE Responsibly. Notwit slang hs authority granted PEMC undor Section above, tha DOE 
srad rear overal Mat enung al he market design and siucture, as embodedin he WESM Rules 
D ma ina copines ol he wholesale Geciily spl markat ste Secton 1 herel. 
SE No amendment or repeal ot existing lows. Nolhing inthis Department Girovlar habe construed 1o 
Secton S.No Ta repeal any ole mechanisms or insur akeady esing or responsbies aready 
nd, SUPP oa any es law rula or contaci. However, oe emani necessary, previout 
Bee an D Deparment raion he subject maiar herein shali pe deemed amended according] 
‘rc berartnet Orela shal iake alec immadalely sler ts pubicaton in wo (2) newspapers o! geet 
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James does it all 
as Cavs rip Nets 


NEW YORK—LEBRON JAMES RECORDED HIS THIRD TRIPLE-DOUBLE 

of the season and seventh of his career to inspire the Cleveland Cava- 

liers to a 91-85 victory over the New Jersey Nets on Wednesday, 
extending their winning streak to seven games. 


deadlocked at 62-62. 

In Indianapolis, Peja Stojakovic 
scored 26 points and grabbed 13 re- 
bounds on his home debut in lead- 
ing the Indiana Pacers to a 105-79 
rout of the Los Angeles Lakers. 

In Aubum Hills, Richard Hamil- 
ton bagged 21 points and Tayshaun 
Prince added 20 as the Detroit Pis- 
tons routed the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves, 90-74. 

Meanwhile, Australian forward 
Andrew Bogut of Milwaukee and 
Dwight Howard of Orlando led a list 


James 
bagged 26 
points, pulled 
down 11 re- 


” dished out 10as- 

sists in front of the 
home fans to claim their first win 
over the Nets in six meetings. 

Drew Gooden contributed 18 
points and six rebounds to the 
Cleveland cause while Sasha 
Pavlovic had 14 points. 

‘Vince Carter bagged a game-high 


| Officiating, ‘suspension’ rule hit 


FOR THE BETTER PART OF THE 2005- 
2006 season, fans of the Philippine Basket- 
ball Association have started coming back 
to watch the ongoing San Mig Coffee-PBA 
Fiesta Conference, a good sign for the be- 
leaguered play-for-pay league which has 
been suffering from dwindling attendance 
the last two years. 

Bat Tm worried that this newfound upsurge in 
attendance would deteriorate for two reasons: 
One, the mounting complaints against sloppy of- 
fiiating and two, the new rule on automatic sus- 
pension on a player following his elecion on two 
technical fouls: 

‘On the mater of sloppy officiating, PBA com- 
missioner Noli Eala should not only flex his mus- 
cde by directing the referees to be always spotless- 
1y dean and honest. He should also punish those 
who commit dear mistakes in this rudal stage of 
the semifinal series so that the public wont sus- 
pect that these whistle-totters are under the influ- 
ence of unscrupulous people. 

Regarding the automatic suspension slapped 
on a player ejeced on two technical fouls, many 
say, and 1 agree, that this rule is ambiguous and 
could be interpreted and/or understood in two or 


29 points for New Jersey, Richard 
Jefferson added 19 and Jeson Kidd 
14 but the Nets could not follow 
up their impressive win over 
leagueeading Detroit on 


of 19 players selected for the Rookie 
Challenge in Houston as part of the 
NBA All-Star weekend on Feb. 17. 
Bogut was the No. 1 draft choice in 
2005 and Howard had that honor in 


CLEVELAND Cavaliers’ LeBron James drives to the 
basket against the Charlotte Bobcats. 


‘Tuesday, absorbing their 


fifth loss in six games. 


REUTERS 


‘The two teams headed 
into the final 12 minutes 


2004. Reuters 

SOLAR Sports will air the Cleve- 
Jand-Miami game at 9 a.m with a 
replayat 8 p.m. 


Tiger back on the prowl in Dubai 


DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMi- 
rates—Tiger Woods put his clubs 
away, forgot about golf as best he 
could and concentrated on his vaca- 
tion. 

He's ready to get back to work. 

Woods won the Buick Invitation- 
al ina playoff Sunday in San Diego, 
his first tournament of the season 
after a six-week break—the longest 
of his career. Now, after a 20-hour 


mediaandthe 


Fe 


flight to the Persian Gulf, he'll make 
a third attempt at winning the 
Dubai Desert Classic, which begins 
play Thursday. 

He reportedly is being paid about 
$3 million to play in one of the fiag- 
ship events of the PGA European 
Tour. The entire purse for the event is 
$2.4 million. 

‘The Emirates Golf Course is a 
palm-lined oasis in the middle of 


Dubai, a booming city of 1.5 million. 
In 2001, Woods lost on 

to Thomas Bjorn. In 2004, he fir 

five strokes behind winner and Flori- 
da neighbor Mark O'Meara. 

During his break, Woods went 
more than three weeks without 
touching a club. He stayed home, 
spent time with his wife, Elin, and 
went skiing with O'Meara and his 
family. 
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more ways. 

‘As Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao said (on the 
cone game suspension of import James Penny on 
‘wo technical), “The first technical foul was un- 
called for He (Penny) was only going to block a 
shot by (Mark) Caguioa. It wasa legitimate intent 
to block a shot and there was no intent to hurt.” 
On the second technical foul, Guiao said, “We re- 
viewed the tape and it showed that Penny just ex- 
tended his foot on the side of Caguioa. Again, 
there was no malicious attempt to hurt” 

Playing without Penny in Game S last Wedhnes- 
day, Red Bull lost to Ginebra. In my view, last 
Wednesdays outcome was proof enough that a 
team sans an import would be greatly disadvan- 
taged, not to mention the fact that the game be- 
came less exciting and the result more pre 
dicable. 

However Eala said that based on existing PBA 
rules, the ejection merits an automatic one-game 
suspension. “I dont see a compelling reason to 
disurb the rules." 

According to basketball diehards, the decision 
to impose a one-game suspension on Penny was 
grossly unfair and too harsh. They stressed that 


CLEAN LIVING 
K 


Manolo R. Iñigo + Aa thi 


Penny did not even deliver a single blow at any- 
body; nota single player (from both Red Bull and 
Ginebra) was hurt; and there was not even a 
melee. If some people got pissed off about that, 
then they have a problem, “They need to look in 
the mirror” they said. 

As a longtime PBA fan, 1 can say that among 
the imports who have strutted their savvy here, 
Penny and Shawn Daniels (of Air21) are the most 
behaved, hard-working and level-headed players 
compared with others who played in the PBA in 
the past. They are a breed apart from those rude, 
anogant and illtempered imports who played 
here for the big money and enjoyed the hospitali- 
ty of the Filipinos. The PBA is lucky to have the 
likes of Penny displaying his playing skills here. 

Now on its 30th year, the PBA has had its up- 
ané-down seasons. Once the country’s most pop- 
ular and profitable sports organization, it fll on 
hard times in 2003 and 2004. Gone are the good 
cold days when the much respected Leo Prieto, 
briliant lawyer Rudy Salud and my kabayan, Jun 
Bemardino, steered the pro league to unprece- 
dented success 

1am not saying that Eala has been ineffective 
as the PBA commissioner since he replaced 
Bemardino in 2003, but he needs to prove him- 
self by showing to the public, the team owners 
and the players as well that he is fair and just; that 
there is equal treatment and no discrimination in 
the PBA, especially now that the teams are play- 
ing with much intensity because the results cany 
much weight. 

In fac, the competition among the teams nev- 
er stops—the teams are already busy preparing 
for the next conference by trading and getting 
new players. TNT reportedly is letting go of its 
main players, including Wille Miles, but not Asi 
“Taulava and Jimmy Alapag, while Alaska is send- 
ing feelers to acquire Red Bulls Lordy Tugade in 
exchange for Rich Alvarez, a former Ateneo 
teammate and bosom buddy of Barako marquee 
player Rico Villanueva. 
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Face to face with Jennifer Aniston 


‘It has been a tough year but I wouldn’t change a thing’ 


By Janet Susan R. Nepales 


Garhi freshaire 
LOS ANGELES—JENNIFER ANIS- hair straightening centre 
ton is one tough cookie. 
‘The first time we met her a few years ago, 
Jen was still married to Brad Pitt and very 
much in love. She came across as a down-to- 
earth, no-nonsense girl you could hang out 
and be friends with. She wasn’t feeling well at 
the time (she was nursing a flu) but she exud- 


ed warmth, sincerity and a thoroughly whole- CINEMA SCHEDULE 


some personality. i 
"Today, Jennifer, 36, is in the thick of a me- / FESTIVAL I 6. Derailed 
dia spree that involves her now exchubby KIA ; 2. Zathura 7. Proof | 
Brad and a pregnant Angelina Jolie. Aftersev- * i mMm 3. Narnia 8. Don't Give Up on Us 
eral months of keeping their rela- 4. Walk the Line 9. Cheaper by the Dozen 2 
tionship low key, Brad, 42, and 5. Blood Rayne 10. Underworld 2 


Angelina, 30, finally Maai ACOVITES 
INQUIRER announced they were Mall Hours | MALL ACTIVITIES 


ii fi j i ” STRAIGHT 4 à Vey None at pms Pobrany 1086, ý 
EXCLUSIVE “Pts, thet fi = 10am-9pm |" Op ne nae Save 


lus ge en Ge Sur 
‘was. shocked—includ- P 1 Lovo is n tho Stars (Fortuno Tating) -February 19, om to fom 


ing Jennifer. wowlesvalipemllcon | a Lovo Soronade at cots Ava. etry 11 8 14, Gom fo om 
Jen was reportedly alone in her Hollywood § 9 8603514 B Acoustic Nights at Food Junction - February 11 & 14, 6pm to Spm 


house when news that the Brangelina baby sel j =. Pots and Flower Expo at tho Carousel Court - February 11o 15 Poe k 
was due in May broke. For those who are do- Schwarzkopf = ee | 


ing their math, Angelina was pregnant before r 
the divorce of Brad and Jen was finalized last £ Bonacure, T Ecole de Ballet Manille 
October. In a Vanity Fair interview, Jennifer je d abri 7 
admitted that she wanted to start her own Professionnelle, | wesraaTe February 11 om 
family, going as far as to declare, “There's a % À or Smooth pna ss Romance & Rhythm 
man wandering the streets right now who's À Express filinvestcorpcity.com w ÿ Febi 
is A i à ruary 14, 7pm 

le ee teas eons Vere ren pu, yu 3 

w beau, loc. 270/266 : Wine Depot + succ» 
Vaughn, from whom she says she is getting À February 1-28! Now Gene Wina Dept Alsbeng Home Depot- UCC- Zong 
une À 20% oF for reshare Cub Members WIDE RETAIL MIX OFFERINGS.. 
railed,” where she portrays “the other wom- Peo 5 THE BEST BARGAINS.. 
an.” ma TATION | Aron Kodak Express 

This time around, we met Jennifer at The SOUTH STATION | » Bijou Art Flower Shop «Netopia 

Ritz Carlton Huntington Hotel and Spa. She z EAER TTA poe cn Gems dredges uae 
arrived in a striking black pinstriped pantsuit, s southstation@  |'-KFC. «Unilen Party Goods 
blonde hair cascading down her shoulders. ay flinvestcorpclty.com |» Kiri Balloon Center 
She was calm, cool, relaxed and smiling—this 8095428 Li z moro shops at tha 2nd floor LA 
was one month before the announcement of [its 1 erage me : 
terangna baby anerer gages  ELLIN VEST 


PROFISSIONAL 


In “Derailed,” the lead characters are 

cheating on their spouses. How important 

is fidelity in a marriage? Or should it be ac- 

cepted as just being “modern” to have an 

open marriage? 
‘Well (laughter), I am not personally up for 

swinging but I think, you know, to each his 

own. There are people who have open mar- 

riages and they think that is okay. I personally i Eran 

am not interested in that, I think fidelity is im- VAG E 

portant in a marriage. ; 3 ES 

Are there other things just as important? MEGAMALL 
Trust, honesty and friendship. 


You have a line in the movie that goes, “You 
can’t appreciate someone until they are 
gone.” Are there people in your life you did 
notappreciate? 

Sure. I would say that as a kid, you do not 
always appreciate maybe your elders all the 
time, like your grandmother. I wish I'd spent à 
more time with my grandmother when Iwas [f£ pau y ; ` 
a kid... and it wasn't that I didn't appreciate © A 
her, I was just... a kid. But T loved her. She was À 


n 4 P: - p. = SN 
ore Litswctalahnreaionstipvhen (AV FREE Pe cet. DON | TOTALO P1 MILLION WORTH OF PRIZES 


we were together but did not make that ex- Bic Soe 
tra effort, you know. x ac me 
What made you accept this role? 


1 was hesitant at first but I always wanted 
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Face to face... 


From page A2-1 
to do a thriller. love a good thriller. 


Did you like your character? 

I like [the fact] that she was 
flawed. I think she was trapped in a 
situation that she really could not get 
outof. 


Why do you think somebody like 
Clive’s character would be attract- 
ed to your character and leave a 
beautiful wife? 

Tdon't know. I think that's just life. I 
think that is what is sort of harsh 
about it. Life is not easy. Life does not 
make sense sometimes. You can have 
everything wonderful in the world 
and you just make stupid choices, you 
know, because you are bored for a 
moment or you are not fulfilled for a 
moment, 


Your character obviously has a very 
dark side—did you see that? 

Not really. 1 mean, I do not look at 
it asa dark side. Or, I do not think she 
looks at herself as a dark person, you 
know. It’s like... a villain does not 
think heis villainous. 


Lately, you have been on the cover 
of most magazines. How has the 
past year been to you? 

It has been the best of times and 
the worst of times. It has been a tough 
year but 1 wouldn't change a thing. 1 
wouldn't trade it for anything. 


How do you feel that everyone 
thinks of you as his or her best 
nd? 

Tt is nice that everyone thinks that 
they know me even if they do not. 
People have been very supportive. 1 
think that is very nice. 


Do you always date just actors? 
No, it can be anybody as long as he 


Exclusive screenings of blockbuster films. 


Clive Owen in “Derailed” 


isnot crazy. He does not have tobe fa- 
mous. 1 would go out with a normal 
guy. 


How do you relax? 

1 do yoga two or three times a 
week. It keeps my body strong and 
makes me feel, eat and function bet- 
ter. Itry to relax also by being with my 
friends. | am very easy going. I like to 
be in my home. 1 like to watch movies 
or just get in the car and go on a road 
trip. 


Any regrets from the past year? 
i did not have to do anything 1 did 
not want to do this past year. It was all 


Open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
school events and other organizational functions, PLUS! 
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good. I did not have to put on an act. 
My friends made me laugh. I made 
myself laugh. I have a very small 
group of friends and I usually speak 
to three or four for advice. I collect 
the data and then figure out what to 
do. 


How do you make decisions? 

1 follow my heart, follow my in- 
stinets, Every time I strayed from my 
instincts, I went down a bad road. 


What makes you happy? 

A sunset makes me happy, a bottle 
of wine and nice cheese. And, of 
course, love makes 
me happy. Simple 
things make me hap- 
Py. 


What are your 
hopes for 2006? 

To be happy. To fol- 
low my heart, to fol- 
low my instincts. To 
continue to figure 
things out, find a 
place, have great 
friends and have a 
family of my own. 


Do you still believe 
in marriage? 
Sure, why not, 
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these names of 
more “very likely” 
housemates in the 
Pinoy Big Brother 
Celebrity se 
ries—which starts 
Feb. 6 on ABS-CBN 
(apart from six 
mentioned in Dol- 
Iywood yesterday) 
Tesa Prieto: 
Valdes, Roxie 
Barcelo, Aleck 
Bovick, dWrock DJ 
Rico Robles, SEA 
Games Medalist 
Gretchen Malalad 
and model Zanjoe 
Marudo. 


Rhumba 
for Goma 


Richard Gomez 
surprised his wife 
Lucy and her class- 
mates in Clara Ra- 
mona’s “Andaluza!” 
class (belly dane- 
ing plus rhumba) 
at the Fundacion 
Centro Flamenco 
in Makati, by turn- 
ing up unan- 
nounced at their 
rehearsals for a 
forthcoming dance 
concert, The rou- 
tine practice be- 
came a fiery exhi- 
bition, thanks to 
the acors pres- 
ence and the ex- 
citement it appar- 
ently elicited 
among the ladies. 
The concert is set 
Feb, 25 at the 
RCBC Auditorium, 
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How to Get the Guy? 


Stars: Rachel Alejandro, Geneva Cruz 
and Vina Morales 

Guests: Kris Lawrence and Derek Ram- 
sey (Feb. 10), Luis Alandy (Feb. 11), Jay-R 
(Feb. 13) 

Choreography: Goercel 

Musical director: Mark Lopez 

Stage director: Floy Quintos 

Dates: Feb. 10, 11, 13 

Venue: Music Museum 


When you're not doing a concert, how do 
you celebrate Valentine's Day? 

Rachel: I have never experienced not hav- 
ing a concert on Valentine's Day. This year will 
be the first time; itl be something new. 

Geneva: My man [KC Montero] takes me 
outto dinner. 

‘Vina: If I'm not seeing anyone, I spend it, 
with friends. If have a special someone, then 
Ispend it with him. |; 


What's the most romantic Valentine’s Day | 


sem PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 
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Rachel: A picnic on the beach at sunset, 
having wi 

Geneva: Candlelit dinner on the beach 
with Italian food. A bottle of Pinot or Merlot 
would be nice. 

Vina: On the beach, candlelit dinner, sun- 
set, romantic music. 


Who is your fantasy date? 

Rachel and Vina: Brad Pitt! 

Geneva: Brad Pitt and Chad Michael Mur- 
ray! 


What's the most romantic love song? 
Rachel: “it Might Be You.” 
Geneva: “Back at One” by Brian McKnight. 
Vina: “Nobody Does It Better” and “Love 
Me for What I Am.” 


If you were not doing a show, who would 
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Rachel: Brian McKnight or Maxwell. 
Geneva: T'd try to see all. 
Vina: Secret. Hahaha! 


Why should we watch your show? What 
can the audience expect? 

Rachel: It's not your typical Valentine's 
show. Since there'll be a lot of dancing, 
it'll be a high-energy show. It'll also be 
funny and informative for girls and guys 
alike. 

Geneva: We [three] are great friends. We 
have a certain chemistry that other per- 
formers may not have. We have so much 
fun together—that’s what the audience 
will see. 

Vina: Lots of dancing and singing, plus it’s 
our first time to perform together. 
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you ever experienced? 

Rachel: After a concert at the Shangri- 
La Hotel, I went back to my room and 
found rose petals all over the floor—my 
boyfriend’s doing. He had also gotten me 
a cute stuffed toy and ordered cham- 
pagne. 

Geneva: When KC got us a hotel suite and 
filled it with flowers and candles. 

Vina: I haven't really experienced one. 
Hopefully, soon. 


What’s your dream Valentine’s date? CLOCKWISE, from top: Vina, Geneva and Rachel 
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the Philippines invites Meric Wallace 


everyone to “Buddy- 

buddy sa February, NEWSWEEK 
Happy-happy sa 
DSAPI,” a celebration 
of the National Down 
Syndrome Conscious- 
ness Month, at the 
Pasay City Sports 
Complex, 10 a.m. to 7 
pm. 

Celebrity guests 
include Aga Muhlach 
and Edu Manzano. A 
mini-concert will fea- 
ture Passage, Bam- 
boo, Sugarfree and 
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HISTORICAL EPIG 
ROMANCE since : 
TITANIC! 


One of the BEST 
boo, sugarzo ma | MOVIES of the Year!” 


Call 895-3606 or pan iaga 
895-9642. Chicago Sun-Times / 


Gute: ay Mimarı 


MYMP..BEST THEREPEAT 

REGINE VELASQUEZ FOREVERAFTER:A FANTACONCIERTO 
SHARON CUNETA MY MEGAVALENTINE 

THE ZOMBIES LIVE IN MANILA 

ANDY WILLIAMS ONE ROMANTIC EVENING. 

WWE RAW UVETOUR 

BB. PILIPINAS 2006 

PAT BOONE 

HERMAN'S HERMIT FEAT. PETER NOONE 

BAND EXPLOSION 2006 


FEB 3am 
FEB 10 & I rus sarees 
FEBA2 sunan + 


Andy Williams 
Andy Williams, 
one of the most pop- 
ular vocalists of all 
time—"Where Do I 
Begin,” “Moon Riv- 
er” “Days of Wine 
and Roses” among 
hundreds of other 
hits—will serenade 
his Philippine fans 
during a Valentine 
concert on Feb. 14 at 
Araneta Coliseum, 
“andy Williams 
Live! One Romantic 
Evening” is a one- 
night-only event. Call 
911-5555. 
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They rock, 


wé roll 


‘Walk the Line’ 

is a complicated 
fairy tale that 
makes us tap our 
feet and smile 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


ere qe 


JOAQUIN PHOENIX AND REESE 
Witherspoon deliver distin- 
guished portrayals of beloved 
music legends Johnny Cash and 
June Carter-Cash in “Walk the 
Line.” Phoenix sears as Cash, 
while Witherspoon sparkles as 
the painfully loyal Carter. Their 
rapport brings to life a romance 
once forbidden, 
pioneering m 
ready had their own respec- 
tive families when they 


Cash's insistence. 

“Walk the Line” skill- 
REVIEW uiy ciscusses Cash's 
childhood trauma and 
eventual self-destruc- 

tive bouts with dru; 
addiction, and his early, oft-turbu- 

lent relationship. 

Tealso depicts the musician's im- 


portance in pop cultural revolu- 
tion—Elvis Presley and Jerry Lee 
Lewis are among his peers—and 
how different the musical land- 
scape was back in 1950s America 
Ts easy to understand how 
these two future icons set out to 
conquer their brave new world. 
But sadly, in Cash's case, that world 
repeatedly conquered him. In this 
complicated fairy tale, however, 
the reserved damsel saves the fall 
en, booze- and pill-addled knight. 
One really can't help but be 
touched. 
Based on Cash's two autobiogra 
phies, “Walk the Line” underscores 
uman side of superstar- 
dom, and the ever-reliable dramat- 


Phoenix and Witherspoon's 
milestone roles also required them 
tosing using their own voices—up- 
on director James Mangold and 
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LEAD actors Joaquin Phoenix and Reese Witherspoon 


ic wellspring of humble begin- 
nings. There is a timelessness to it 
that today’s entertainment scene 
denizens might relate to, and even 
learn from. We also feel a crucial 
honesty in the narrative through 
Cash's pervading lyrics and viscer 
ally appealing music, which spoke, 
and still speaks, to diverse listen- 
ers. 

‘The songs help tell stories within 
the bigger story, as well. In grip- 
ping song numbers, the actors 
channel the performing personas 
of those they portray, manifesting 
sensuality, liberation and heart- 
break that make us smile, tap our 
feet, or choke up. Simply put: They 
rock, and... well, we roll 
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Hollywood, Bollywood, Jollywood 


RP film products find overseas markets 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


CTORS RICHARD GUTIER- 
rez and Angel Locsin will be 
speaking in Bahasa Indonesia 

when the Philippines’ hit fantaserye 

“Mulawin” from GMA 7 premieres on 

an Indonesian channel in March, ac- 

cording to a GMA Network executive. 

“Mulawin,” the TV series that 
launched the love team of Richard 
(Aguiluz) and Angel (Alwina) in 2004, 
would be dubbed in Bahasa, the domi- 
nant language, and aired on TV 7 or Pt. 
Duta Visual Nusantara Tivi Tujuh, said 
Darlene Dimaano, assistant vice presi- 
dent for syndication. 

“This is a breakthrough. We've wanted 
to penetrate the Indonesian market for 
two years now” Dimaano told Inquirer 
Entertainment in a phone interview on 
Tuesday. “The program was edited to fit 
82 episodes, one hour each. No time slot 
has been picked.” 

GMA 7s executive 
vice president and chief 
operating offcer Jim- 
my Duavit and TV 7 
president Lanny Raa- 
hardja inked the deal in 
June 2005, about the 
Same time GMA 7 and 
Cambodia's Channel 9 
(Cambodia Television 
Network) linked up for 
the same TV show, Di- 
maano noted. 

“The program was 
dubbed in Khmer and 
aired in Cambodia last 
September” she said. 
“We're working on syn- 
dicating other pro- 
grams like Encantadia; 
But nothing has been fi- 
nalized so far” 

Meanwhile, Tony 
Matoto, who represent- 
ed presidential consul- 
tant for entertainment 
Vic del Rosario on a 
trade mission to. India 
last month said he is 
hopeful that the wip 
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KISHANSS. 


Director 
Kishan, 10 


MUMBAI — WHILE 
children his age go 
gaga over Harry Pot- 
ter films, a 10-year- 
old Indian boy calls 
the shots from be- 
hind the camera 

Kishan S.S, who 
has acted in several re- 
gional language films, 
is making his directori- 
al debut with a feature 
film on street children, 
a feat that would make 
him one of the 
youngest professional 
filmmakers in the 
world 

“Tm ready with 85 
percent ofthe film and 
looking at an April re- 
lease,” Kishan said 
from his home in the 
south Indian city of 
Bangalore. 

Kishan isn't chasing 
records. "I was out on 
a drive with my father 
one day when 1 saw 
these street children. I 
was sad that they were 
not like us,” he says. 
“They did not. go to 
school or study. I de- 
cided to do something 
for them.” 

“C/O (care of) Foot- 
path” is the story of a x 
street urchin who gets 
to go to school and 
makes it big. It is 
meant to be an inspi- 
ration for millions of 
street children, says 
Kishan, 
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“sent a strong signal that we are serious 
in our intention to work with India.” 

Former President Fidel V Ramos led a 
25-member team that visited the sub- 
continent from Jan. 15 to 21 to attend 
“Partnership Summit 2006" in Calcutta. 

Del Rosario is also the executive pro- 
ducer of Viva Entertainment Ine. Matoto 
is Del Rosario’ chief of staff and head of 
Viva Entertainments film archiving de- 
partment. 

In an eatlier interview, Del Rosario 
pointed out that there is a big Indian 
market for Pinoy films and TV shows. 

“We may be able to generate demand 
for Filipino films there if we promote 
them properly We are targeting the 
Mumbai market, which is used to watch- 
ing foreign movies,” said Matoto. “We 
are also looking into the possibility of co- 
producing Indian films there and/or Fil- 
ipino movies here.” 

Mumbai, Matoto added, is the center 
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of Bollywood, the world’s largest film in- 
dustry, which produces twice the annual 
film input of Hollywood in the United 
States. 

Matoto added: “The, companies we 
spoke with asked us to send screeners 
(fims recorded in VCDs and DVDs). 
‘They want to find out if they can market 
‘our products there.” 

‘At the Calcutta summit, Matoto said 
Ramos “introduced Pinoy fims as Jolly- 
wood." 

“With our movies introduced as Jolly- 
wood, we are hoping to have our own 
branding, our own identity’ When you 
hear Jollywood, you'd know it’s from the 
Philippines,” he explained. 

Matoto clarified: “While acknowledg- 
ing that Jollywood is not ofthe same lev- 
el with Bollywood and Hollywood in 
terms of output, it aspires to be within 
the top 10 films in the world. Ramos em- 
phasized quality not quantity in films.” 
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(A «| ENTERTAINMENT pecan 3,2006 


‘Show me the monkey!’ 


Photos by Janet Susan R. Nepales loud to the photographers, “I didn’t 
aoe ONIN z à ita mae ing ee Backstage at the Screen 
— a . Everybody cracked up. When : 
Ls monkey! Show me the  HOLLYWOO! De cnal maad pd aa CLOTS Guild Awards—or 
monkey!” what he was doing, he immediately A 

When we heard the photogra- 4 waiherinagmesaon close encounters with Matt 
phers unie = to the Le Even 77-year-old Shirley Tem- ill s k 
ners stage at last Sunday le Black, the nights Lifetime 
evenings Screen Actors Guild Achievement ees an Dillon, Sandra Bullock, Paul 
(GAG) Awards, we wondered if the questions to range from the nounced, “The handsomest guy in Gj i ici 
they were asking a panticularactor cabia ta the JOnrigheslly. the room is (George) Clooney. 1 Giamatti, Felicity Huffman 
oractress to expose a body part. “1 can't believe you just asked haven't talked to him yet. I wil lat- 

Tt tumed out that the photogs that!" exclaimed Sandra Bullock to &=" 
simply wanted Reese Wither- one reporter. We had been admir- George may have lost to Paul Gi- 
spoon or Kiefer Sutherland to ng Sandra for staying in the side- amati as Best Supporting Actor 
prominently show off their green- fines (she was not even on the but the latter said of the “Syriana” 
black SAG trophies. ‘tage for winners to actor: “He's good-looking and a 

‘As normally happens A Stand on while being 300d actor” Paul himself is one of 
in these events (SAG asked questions), let- the finest actors today but appear- 
night was the latest Z ting her “Crash” co- ance-wise, he was characteristical- ‘its à 
event in Hollywood's stars baskin the lime. [y dressed rather casually—no tie, 4 WAL ESIa 
ongoing awards sea- lightfortheirBestEn- Several buttons open, a few pim- MA. > 
son), the photogra- semble (Film) win, Plesonhis face. p 
phers and reporters When a writer asked  Typically the self-effacing actor 
were split into two Her to step out, front did not take too seriously a re- 
groups. After thanking and center, and an- Porters question on how he 
their divorce lawyers Swer this query: Planned his career path. "Was I on 
(S. Epatha Merkerson “What are you going 2 Path?” he deadpanned. “I 
did) and agents (most + for? Who are you thought I was just lost in the 
actors did), winners wearing?” woods.” 
were whisked first to Amd ghae > 
the paparazzi room Sandra smilingly re- About bling S. EPATHA Merkerson 
and then to the re- torred, “What was | Back to the red carpet, an inter- 
porters’ room. GEORGE Clooney going for? What were esting sight was a gaggle of limo colleague of mine who was 

We knew when a big UM Jou going for? What drivers, who, having dropped off reas Ansralian TV harpe 
star was being pho- were you thinking their famous passengers, were Uy- fretted about the $40,000 diamond 
tographed next room because the when you put that on? Idomtknow i tO spot the celebrities through earrings she was wearing, lent to 
paparazzi, never known for being how to answer that.” the media throng and a fence. “Is her by Chopard. “I feel as if Ineed a 
shy, shouted at the top of their For the record, Sandra looked that Kofi Annan?” they asked bodyguard,” she quipped as she 
lungs to catch the winner's atten- Jovely in a pastel-hued offshoulder aloud, mistaking a gray-haired tugged at her jewelry to make sure 
tion, make him or her stop and dress Eure in the red carpet pa. lackmandoingthe red carpetme- they were sll there. 
pose. The sound of this pandemo- rade, we thought Brenda Strong ia line for the UN Secretary Gen- Speaking of bling, Merkerson, 
nium reminded us of a boxing of “Desperate Housewives” tall eal. The question showed that Best Actes in a TV Movie or SANDRA Bullock: What was the question? 
match. and regal, stood out. George thesechauffeursspend alotoftime Miniseries (for HBO's “Lackawan- earrings sure sparkled. The dazzle 

Tm the press room, a different Clooney clowned around and was onthe road listening to “real” news na Blues”), was also the winner in from her diamond-studded ring 
kind of madness ensued. Whenev- his usual friendly self talking to al. On the limo radio, and not merely the Most Blinding Bling Depart- alone almost made us reach for our 
eee = = es of most everyone. Walking behind ea ment. The actress was dressed sunglasses. 
boo gal haters on- pregnant actress Mariska Hargi- 8 annel. f down in a black blouse and pants It was déjà vu for us when Do- 
line—are thrown together, expect tay, George amusingly said out While all this was going on, a but her ring, bracelet, necklaceand minic Monaghan walked into the 
press room with his “Lost” cast 
mates. The other year, Dominic ap- 
peared on the same spot as part of 
the winning “Lord of the Rings” en- 
semble. So we asked Dominic what 
it was like being a winner this time 
around. “I's just work,” he an- 
swered. “You go from one project 
to another. IPS great to just be 
working. Nothing is more signifi- 
cant than another. They are step- 
ping stones.” 

Dominic's co-star, Michelle Ro- 
driguez, made the press laugh 
when she answered a fashion ques- 
tion with, “Tm wearing Diane Von 
Furstenberg. Did 1 say that right? 

She's been in the business since the 
“60s, and Love old people." 

Other memorable backstage 
moments: 

Sean Hayes showed why he de- 
served to win Best Actor in a TV 7 i 
Comedy Series (Wi & Grace"). As Oor Claman 
he was being introduced to the (now) a fashionistal” she quipped, 
press, Sean pretended tobe a hope- her tone dripping with irony. 
ful nominee all over again. He Felicity insisted that her recent 
crossed his fingers in mock sus- successes had not changed her. “It 
pense and when he heard his happened to me so late,” said the 
name, he reacted jubilantly and most down-to-earth among the 
rushed to the mike. desperadas. "Tm such an old broad. 

You get a deep sense of gratitude in 
Instant rapport your bones.” 

Also an exuberant winner was As the rites ended, Matt Dillon 
Mehcad Brooks, a member of the suddenly thrust his statuete 
“Desperate Housewives” cast (which he received as a member of 
which was adjudged Best Ensem- the “Crash” ensemble) into our 
ble (TV Comedy Series). Mehcad hands. The thing sure felt 
revealed that, only five years ago, heavy—12 pounds of solid bronze, 
he was enrolled at the nearby Uni- No wonder the pregnant Rachel 
versity of Southern California and ‘Weisz had to put her Best Support- 
sat as one of the fans in the bleach- ing Actress trophy down before she 
ers stand, With that admission, he answered the reporters’ questions, 
jumped down to be with his press “Oscars … Oscars,” we whis- 
audience and yelled into a mike pered to Matt, predicting that he 
held by a reporter. would also be nominated by the 

‘Mehcad’s co-star, Felicity Huff- Academy for Best Supporting Ac- 
man, Best Actress in a TV Comedy tor, following his nominations in 
Series, also had a way of creating the same category tonight and at 
instant rapport with the cooped up the Globes (also for “Crash”). He 
journalists. Entering the room, her simply smiled. 
first words were,"Youneedadrink, Matt remembered that we 
right? Why can'twe arrange thar?” missed seeing his new movie in 

‘When we interviewed her less Sundance so he asked us, “Have 
than a year ago, Felicity told a fash- you seen Factotum’?" The man was 
ion reporter in our group that the already campaigning for awards 
earrings she wore that day was season 2007! 
something she just bought at Sears. Two days later, Matt did score an 
But this evening, Felicity was quite Oscar nomination. 

a vision in her violet gown and 18- (Email the columnist at 
karat gold chandelier earrings. “I'm _rvnepales_5S85@yahoo.com.) 
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P10-B SLEX upgrade finally set to roll out 


5 INCA Project underway as TRB issues vital document 


CURRENCIES STOCK MARKET ByRonnelW. Domingo 


7: 118.38 = $ ! THE P10-BILLION SOUTH LUZON EXPRESSWAY UPGRADE 

pact’ pm, Feb. 2, 2006 is finally set to roll out now that the Tollways Regulatory 

7. GOLD: $558,20-558.70 Board has issued the final document that will allow proponent 

PETTEE " k pey HHHH? South Luzon Tollways Corp. (SLTC) to push through with the 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE PT teesockmarketrepoton Pae) project, according to Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila. 

TÒ s209: & Shares close 0.74% higher Favila said in an interview that the sup- tial preparations undertaken in 2004. 
JP e200 S 1 SHAREPRICESYESTERDAY heavyweights anda higher plemental tollway operation agreement SLTC is an 80 percent-20 percent joint 
‘sof pm., Feb 2,2006 


closed 0.74 percent higher sales tax that boosted in (Stoa) was signed last Wednesday, which venture between the Malaysian-con- 
on gains in select market ‘SHARES/B2 would allow the SLTC to follow upitsini- trolled Hopewell Crown Infrastructure 


ORS 


Inc. and the Philippine National Con- 
struction Corp. 

‘The National Development Co., the gov- 
emment’s investment arm, will fund a part 
of the project to secure the right of way. 

Favila said that, like the implementation 
of the reformed value-added tax, the im- 
provement of a vital road that links Metro 
Manila's seaports with the industrial en- 
claves south of the capital is key to realiz- 
ing the government's growth targets. 

‘NDC general manager Arthur N. Aguilar 
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MYTH#1 
ARENT ALL CARS AS SAFE 
AS A VOLVO THESE DAYS? 


Sadly, no. Although — strange 
as it might sound — we've tried to 
make sure they are. For example, 
when Volvo invented the three point 
seat belt’ in 1959 we decided not to 
patent it so all manufacturers could 
use it — and save even more lives. 
(we did the same thing when we 
invented the catalytic converter in 
1976, incidentally. No patent.) 

Because when it comes to safety. 
we're utterly committed to going the 
extra mile. That’s why we build all 
our cars to safety standards that go 
far beyond the EURO NCAP star 
system. No wonder that Folksam, a 
Swedish crash testing agency, has 
used data from real-life accidents to 
calculate that Volvo models are at 
least 30% safer than the average car. 
And in the annual Consumers 
Association safety tests, our whole 
range consistently beats many cars 
with a five-star EURO NCAP rating. 

The same commitment drove our 
investment in our multi-million 
pound Safety Centre in Gothenburg. 
which has investigated over 30,000 
real life accidents involving Volvo 
cars and used their findings to make 
our cars even safer. 

‘And because we believe computer 
simulations tell only half the story 
we also conduct over 200 full-scale 
collisions each year 
researchers discover on the roads. 

We then use this information to 
create unique 
enhancements 
increasing the size 
of our crumple 
zones to help 
protect 
pedestrians 10 gs 
WHIPS 
ce 
Whip] 
Protectior 
System, 
proven 
reduce the 
risk of long 
whiplash injury 
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Drive the 2006 Volvo $60 T5 and b 
Brake Distribution (EBD), Dynamic Stabi 
as fast as you drive. When convention is 


through 


MYTH #2 
A VOLVO'S NATURAL 
HABITAT IS THE SLOW LANE 


Or at the very most, the middle 
Jane. But put your foot down in a 
Volvo these days and you'll find 
that myth disappears as fast as the 
cars in your rear-view mirror. 

After all, Volvo was winning 
British Touring Car Championships 
when the competition was still 
sitting on their dads’ shoulders in 
the stands. And we’ve carried that 
love of flat-out thrills into our 
production cars. 

Take the Vojvo S60 TS, for 
example. Available for test drives at 
Volvo dealerships—but in 2002, the 
very same car broke 18 land-speed 
records in 24 hours at Milbrook 
(including racking up an average 
speed of 135.imph). Which makes 
it the only production car to hold 
such a record. It packs a mighty 
260bhp under the bonnet and 
350Nm of torque, yet balanced by 
an array of performance-enhancing 
technology designed to keep your 
car on the road and smilé on your 
face. Slow? Sluggish? 

Sorry, we've got to O face) 
put our foot down 
on that one.. 


ot what a hniury sedan can 


), what you have is the ult 


To know more of the $60's features fast, book your test drive now. 


VOLVO MAKATI 

2212 CMNO ROCES AVENUE (FORMERLY 
PASONG TAMO EXT), MAKATI CITY 
751-1619, 899-6621 TO 22, 26 TO 27 
mukatisalestvolvophils.com 


VOLVO ORTIGAS, 

‘98 ADB AVENUE 

ORTIGAS CENTER, PASIG CITY 
37-0414 TO N 


5 
lesnvolvophils.com 


MYTH #3 


OK, BUT AREN'T VOLVO 
FANS IN THE MINORITY? 


Ah, you'd be surprised. In the 
past few years, it's been Volvo 
that's been getting the motoring 
press hot under the collar, not the 
marques you'd expect. In the 
words of an international motoring 
correspondent, ‘these day Volvos 
are cool cars to be seen in'. 

Even certain, more notoriously 
hard to please motoring journalists 
have been bowled over - ‘it must 
be the sheer brutality of the thing 
that made it head and shoulders 
above our favorites. Influenced by 
the strong kick in the solar 
plexus, we truly felt that if power 
and excitement is what you want, 
this-is what you need." 

So if you've ever felt 
inexplicable feelings of attraction 
towards a Volvo, take heart. 
You're not alone. Now 
why not see where 

© 


imate luxury sports sedan that dr 


VOLVO CEBU 

AS. FORTUNA ST. BANICAD 
MANDAUE CITY 6014 CEBU 

(032) 346-3322, 0916-6873657 


Sd 


MYTH #4 
VOLVO CARS ARE 


SLEEK AND STYLISH. 


OK. NOW THIS MYTH 
IS TRUE AND WE 
TOTALLY AGREE. 

Take a look at our current 
car range and we're sure 
you'll agree we're definitely 
sexy and curvy — fluid lines, 
seductive curves, elegant 
profiles — you'll find them 
all over our 2006 range. 

But don't take our word 
for it. The best way to 
really see how far we've 
come is to get behind the 
wheel yourself. So if you 
like what you read so far & 
— the best is yet fo © 


come. "A, F ak 


p. Anti-Lock Braking System (ABS), Electronic 
s as fast as you think and thinks 


Volvo. for lite. 
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BTr nets P35B from investments 


Income up 52 percent from P22.94 billion recorded in 2004 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BUREAU OF THE TREASURY SAID IT 
earned P35 billion from investing part of the 
national government's bond sinking fund in 
foreign securities. 

‘The national government contributes to 
the fund to ensure payment of maturing obli- 
gations, such as long-term sovereign bonds. 

‘The fund is mainly invested in dollar-denom- 
inated paper issued by foreign governments. 

Government data showed that the P34.812- 
billion income that the Treasury eared from BSF 
investments in 2005 was 52 percent more than 
the P22.94 billion it collected the previous year. 

“Investments of the bond sinking fund was 
one ofthe main sources of BTr income last year,” 
‘National Treasurer Omar Cruz earlier said. 

The Treasury collected P70.662 billion in 
revenues last year inclusive of the income 
from BSF investments. 

‘The Treasury’ total revenues for 2005 was 
almost double the official target of only P36.6 
billion, and 9 percent higher than the P64.69 
billion collected the previous year. 

Other revenue sources of the Treasury, which 
serves as a depository of the national govern- 
ments income and a manager of its liabilities, 
were interest on deposits to the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP) and other banks, dividends on the 
governments shares of stock in state-owned com- 
panies, and fees and charges collected by govem- 
ment agencies and remitted to the Treasury. 

The Treasurÿs performance made up for 
the collection shortfalls of the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue and the Bureau of Customs, the 
government's two main revenue earners. 

‘The BIR collected only P534.5 billion, or 
P12.4 billion short of its P546.9-billion target. 
‘The BOC, on the other hand, fell short of its 
151.2-bilion target by P9.5 billion. 

But the government has been warned that 
depending on the Treasury, instead ofthe gov- 
ernment’s main revenues earners, to meet fis- 
cal targets was risky. 

‘This year, the BIR is tasked with collecting 
P675.4 billion. The BOC is required to collect 
P190.5 billion, while the Treasury is expected 
to contribute P51.9 billion. 


Gokongwei, the 2nd time around 


WE HAVE ANOTHER ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE 
that taipan John Gokongwei J has indeed taken 
more than an academic interest in the merger- 
and-acquistion potential of Equitable PCIBank. 

‘The former PCIBank owner the other day 
called up another former bank director—this 
we have on good authority—to ask about the 
possibility of the Bangko Sentral allowing Eq- 
uitable PCIBank to auction the 10-percent 
“treasury” block instead of retiring it. 

More importantly, Mr. John also asked his for- 
mer board member the probable market valua- 
tion should the 10-percent block be auctioned 
along with the GSIS stake in Equitable PCIBank. 

As it turned out, the first Gokongwei query 
has already been answered, with no less than 
Deputy Governor for Supervision and Exami- 
nation Nestor Espenilla Jr., another free-mar- 
ket believer like the new governor, giving the 
go-ahead pronouncement, 

Earlier, Mr John had intimated to close as- 
sociates the possibility of joining an auction 
should the GSIS, SSS and Romualdez share- 
holdings, already equivalent to about 46 per- 
cent, are offered as one block. 

With 10 percent thrown in, translating to 
undisputed control, the smart money is on Mr. 
John—the lone taipan without a universal 
bank—finally crossing an unwritten rule 
‘among taipans never to encroach on each oth- 
es territory, given that Equitable PCI Bank is 
now the de facto domain of fellow taipan, 
Henry Sy Sr, with the family’s rumored 34- 
percent stake, 

Incidentally, the Equitable PCIBank board 
will meet again today, with the discussions ex- 
pected to be lengthy, deep and, given the kind 
of personal and professional fortunes at 
stake, passionate. 


MVP on Tonyboy’s style 

PLDT chair Manuel V Pangilinan gave the first 
public confirmation that his predecessor and 
former controlling shareholder Antonio Co- 


“COCKTALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


juangco had different, even conflicting, man- 
‘agement philosophies. 

In his acceptance speech Tuesday night after 
being named Management Man of the Year, 
MVP recalled the early days when his First Pa- 
cific Group took control of the country's 
biggest telecom company from Cojuangco. 

“When I first reviewed the PLDT budget in 
December 1998 for the incoming year 1999, I 
‘was surprised that the first item for discussion 
was not sales or revenues, but capital expen- 
ditures for equipment!” MVP said, supplying 
the exclamation point. “You can probably in- 
fer the reason why” 


Money-go-round 

© FORMER SEC general accountant Roberto 
Manabat has been recommended by no less 
than SEC Chair Fe Barin to fill up the lone va- 
cancy in the five-member commission. 

‘© Competition among telecom companies is 
really geting tougher. Globe marketing men have 
‘been cold-calling the cell phones of select Smart 
subscribers, offering free Globe SIM cards. 


Heard through the grapevine 
‘THE SECURITIES and Exchange Commission 
is considering relocating to a squatter-infest- 
ed government area in Quezon City near the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, instead of The 
Fort, the future site of the unified Philippine 
Stock Exchange and closer to the SEC's corpo- 
rate base in Ayala. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdslnet or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


Lenovo recommends Windows® XP Professional. 


MOBILE 
TECHNOLOGY 


THE THINKPAD X SERIES NOTEBOOK. IT’S LIGHT ON YOUR 
SHOULDERS, YET COMES DOWN HEAVILY ON YOUR WORKLOAD. 


PERFORMANCE. some models weigh just 1. 


Select models feature the Integrated Fingerprint Reader, making them the most secur 
life of any leading brand notebook. ThinkPad notebooks are now products 
under the Lenovo name. ThinkPad service and support continues to be aval 


THINKPAD X SERIES NOTEBOOKS ARE LIGHTWEIGHTS, YET PACK A POWERFUL PUNCH WHEN IT COMES TO 


22 kgs. All feature Intel® Centrino” Moblle Technology, so you can access your data wirelessly anytime. 


re wireless PCs in the world. Others feature the longest standard battery 
‘of Lenovo, a new global company uniting Lenovo and the former IBM PC Division 
lable from IBM in many countries. Find out more at lenovo.con/ph 
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‘Complement these ThinkPad 
notebooks with special upgrades 
+ ThinkPad Port Replicator I 
(74P6733) PHP4,395' 
ThinkPad X4 Dock 
(73°4539) PHPS,598 
‘ThinkPad 72W Slim ACID Combo 
‘Adapter ~ both compatible with 
TASMALNAL Tablet 
(73P4492) PHP3,195' 
“ThinkPad TARO Li-lon Battery cel 
(92P1102) PHP4 698" 
ThinkPad X40 Li-lon Battery 8-cell 
(92P1119) PHP7,295' 
Kensington MicroSaver Security Cable Lock 
(73P2582) PHP2,395' 
512MB PC2-4200 CLA NP DDR2 
SDRAM SODIMM 
(73P3842) PHP7,298' 


oven, 


+ With the Think Express Program, ThinkPad notebooks are preconfigured with your business and your budget in mind, i 


Contact our authorised resellers today. 
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Country 
United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switariand 
Canada 
Singapore 
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Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
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Thailand 
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vestor sentiment, dealers said. 
‘The composite index rose 15.85 

points to 2,159.37 after touching a 

low of 2,143.52, Volume stood at 


2.52 billion shares worth 
lion ($25.7 million), 


Gainers outnumbered losers 
49 to 35, while 48 stocks ended 
unchanged. The all-shares index 
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Dollar Peso 
Equivalent Equiv 
1.000000 520810 
0008465 04400 
1773600 92.3709 
0128022 6.7144 
0774954 403604 
0.876347 456410 
0613610 31.9574 
0.754375 392886 
2652661 138.1532 
0266667 13.8883 
0611733 31.8597 
0000107 0005 
002497 13279 
0272264 14:1798 
1205600 627836 
0326797 170180 
0451467 235120 
0022660 11802 
0266702 13,8901 
0.095657 4:9819 
0.163639 © 85225 
0001040 0.0542 
0019264 1008 
cossi 16300 


Euro 
Équivalent 
0.829531 
0.007022 
1471287 
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rose 11.84 points to 1,042.95. 
"The peso averaged at 52.07 to 
the US greenback in midday trade. 
‘Top-traded Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone ended up P25 at a 
record-high of P1,890 after its 
chairman Manuel Pangilinan said 
the firm's 2005 net profit likely ex- 
ceeded its P30-billion target. AFP 


P1.34 bil- 
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By Doris C. Dumlao portfolio investments.” 

Overall investor sentiment on 
the Philippines remained posi- 
tive, the BSP chief added. 

“There's still an upside for the pe- 
so. The market will continue to test 
the 52:$1 level and 51.88 after that,” 
said Jonathan Ravelas, chief strate- 
gist at Banco de Oro Universal Bank. 

Ravelas said certain equity deals 
in the pipeline—such as the public 
offering of First Generation Hold- 
ings Corp. and the fresh invest- 
ment committed by Japan's NIT 
DoCoMo in Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co.—would fur- 
ther perk up the local currency. 


THE PESO YESTERDAY CAME 
close to breaching the 52:$1 lev- 
el, but didn't quite make it. 

‘The peso yesterday hit a high 
of 52,03 and a low of 52.19 be- 
fore firming up at a three-year 
high of $2.09 to the US dollar, 
same as Wednesday's finish. 

“There was good two-way liq- 
uidity” said Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. “Dollar demand from 
manufacturing, oil and others was 
covered by inflows from overseas 
Filipino workers remittances and 


P10-B SLEX .. 


said the signing of the STOA would 
expedite groundwork on the SLEX. 

‘The SLEX project involves the re- 
pair of the Alabang viaduct, widen- 
ing of the stretch from Alabang to 
Calamba in Laguna, and extending 
the road to Sto. Tomas in Batangas. 

‘About 60 percent of the traffic 


| iy REINS JAMES 


From page BI 
of goods in Luzon pass through 


this vital artery. 
Aguilar said the NDC and its 


MTD Capital Bhd, had already 
started construction and legal 
preparations, even when the Stoa 
was still pending with the TRB. 


FNC Ke TE 0 D ENS 
NEGOTIATED SALE 
RAP METAL for Negotiated 


(within Metro Manila) 


2,500 TONS 


CONSISTING OF COPPER WIRES, ALUMINUM MOULDS 
AND CASING, HMSI STEEL METAL, INDUCTION MOTORS, 
OVERHEAD CRANES, STEEL PLATES, POWER PRESS, 
WELDING MACHINE, LIFTER, CHAIN BLOCKS, MIXERS, 
ARTICULATED LOADER, (4) BOILER, ELEVATOR, CONTROL 
PANELS, CIRCUIT BREAKERS, SAFETY SWITCHES, ETC, 
FOR VIEWING SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION CALL FOR INFO 
+ STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY + 
721-3233, 123-3271, 299-8333, 299-8318, (0928)633-3000 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.kingjamesauction.cjb.net 
OR EMAIL US AT: kinglamesauction@yanoo.com 
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43-Slorey Residential Condominium 


The Comforts of Home 
The Pleasures of Condo Living. 


1,2&3-BR 
Units Available 


~ Visit our Model Units at MC Home Depot 
Fort Bonifacio Global City 


636-0888 
0922-8380888 
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Microsoft Philippines 
From ‘22nd Fir, The Enterprise, 


to "16th & 17th Firs, 6750 Ayala’ 
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30 Seconds Remaining 


Moving to a bigger office at 6750.... 


We've doubled in size so we're doubling our space. 
From February 6, Microsoft Philippines will be in a 
bigger, better office at a more accessible location. 


Our new address: 
16th and 17th Floors, 6750 Ayala Office Tower, 
Ayala Avenue 1200, Makati City 


Our new numbers: 

Trunkline: (632) 860.8989 

Fax (632) 860.8990 

Microsoft Support Services: 1-800-1-441-0158 


www.microsoft.com.ph 


Microsoft 


Your potential. Our passion." 


Free golf membership. All lot and condominium unit owners are automatic members of the 
48-hole, world-class South Forbes Golf and Leisure Club. Good news: Construction of the South 


Forbes golf course is NOW IN FULL SWING! 


Access to other world-class golf courses. South Forbes member-residents can play and get 
huge discounts in 42 world-class golf courses worldwide through the exclusive golf club of IMG f 


SportsClub. 


Exclusive clubhouses and amenities. South Forbes is the first to offer themed enclaves: the { 


Mediterranean Villas, Bali Mansions, and Tokyo Mansions. Best of all, each South Forbes 


community has its own clubhouse a few steps away from your home. 

Business & resort hotel. Astoria Plaza Sta. Rosa will serve the business and conference needs £ 
of multinational companies. Relax and unwind at its spa and wellness center. 

Resort Homes. South Forbes Bali Mansions epitomizes the best in resort-inspired living, at a 
monthly amortization of as low as P20,000. Or, get a unit at Golf View Terraces and have the 


fairways of the South Forbes Golf and Leisure Club as your perfectly manicured backyard. 


Choose the resort lifestyle at South Forbes. Inquire NOW! 


Call 635-8108 or 636-4647 or visi 


South Fores as Mansons. 
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IMMEDIATE HIRING 
OFFICE CLERK 


Female, Single, College Graduate 
Proficient in Word & Excel 
Bright with pleasing personality 
Can work under pressure 
Please submit your resumé & picture to: 
GRAND AIRCONDITIONING INC. 
1650 A. Francisco St, San Andres, Manila 
Tel. No. 561-2078 / 562-2703 
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IMMEDIATE HIRING 
REGISTERED PHARMACIST 


Pis. Call: Ms. Jenny tbasco 
at 851-7028 & 851-7020 
FEDERATED DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
FDI Bidg., Queensway Ave. cor. 
V. de Leon St, Bo. Ibayo 
Parañaque City 
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‘As low as 15,000/mo. 
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ALPHA SIGMA PHI 
FRATERNITY & SORORITY 
1845 


The International Chapters in USA, Canada, Middle East 
and the local Chapters of the organization in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao 
With over 45,000 strong professionals and student members, 


STRONGLY CONDEMN 


The brutal killing of its illustrious and distinguished fraternal brother: 


The HON. JUDGE HENRICK GINGOYON 
Presiding Judge, Regional Trial Court (RTC) Branch 117 
National Capital Judicial Region 
Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines 


We enjoin the community and the government: authorities concerned to work together in order 
to bring to justice the responsible persons, particularly the mastermind(s) who perpetrated 
this reprehensible crime. A dispenser of justice now cries for Justice!! Let us not fail 
Judge Henrick Gingoyon, his family, friends, supporters and our community. 


JUSTICE FOR JUDGE HENRICK GINGOYON!! 


ALPHA SIGMA PHI 
INTERNATIONAL FRATERNITY AND SORORITY 


ALPHA SIGMA PHI 
Alumni Association of the Philippines 


We enjoin all brothers and sisters to attend our Biennial Convention on April 29 to 
May 1, 2006 at Naga City, Camarines Sur to strengthen our solidarity and come up 
with a road map that will chart our beloved organization in the 21st century. 


200 NURSES FOR 


Ca | NEW ZEALAND 


Reliable Recruitment Corporation (POEA License No. 280LB- 
‘052802-R), in cooperation with Sunshine Personnel LTD. Accred. 
No. 76284, Recruitment International (NZ) Limited, Accred. No. 
74832-2 and Capital Care & Nursing LTD, Accred. No. 76279, 
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A NAME YOU CAN TRUST! 


BUY ° SELL + PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


À OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
HAAPPRAISALIFAST CASH 
REPARPOLSH ANY WATCH 
"77604-0406 + 634-2586 


"PROFESSIONAL & CREDIBLE" 
WE BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 


SEO IE ORT UE 


‘SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW SS INTEREST 
AGENDA DE MAKATI 259-7956 


BUYING ROLEX 
SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7269687 + 0917-2884040 


DOG TRAINER 0918-7218020 


+ Atleast 1 year hospital experience 
+ 6 months experience in any of the following: 
ICU, CCU, PICU, SCBU, NICU, OR, ED, MED/SURG, 
THEATRE. 
+ CGFNS or IELTS passers will over all band of 7.0 or over 
with 7.0 in both speaking, writing, reading & listening, 
+ Holders of NCNZ letter of approval may deploy as soon as 
possible. 
+ Holders of nursing registration certificate of New Zealand, 
United Kingdom & Australia have ready employers 
+ 12 months contract (renewable) 
Benefits: 
Financing of placement fee is available 
Salary at par with N.Z. nurses (NZ$3,583.33 / month): 
a. Overtime pay NZS27.75/hour 
b. Public Holidays NZ$40.50/hour 
Irresistible fringe benefits 
Deployment as soon as possible 
Can be permanent resident after 3 months 
Can become NZ citizen after one year 
Can sponsor immediate member of family within 6 months: 
No racial discrimination 
For Professional and Personal Advancement, New Zealand is for youll! 
Please report for personal interview at: 
Manila Main Office 
1166 Grey St, Ermita, Manila 
Tel. No. 5222128 /5261310/ 5251935 
Fax No. 5216119 
E-mail: relcor@ skyinel.net 
DAILY — 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
MAG-INGAT SA ILLEGAL RECRUITER 
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EMPLOYMENT 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


MAIO COOK YAYA DRIVER 
‘ergot 2838060 2812281 


SALES AGENT 
Consin Mar BIS * 6494927 
HOMEBASED CALL CENTER 
0917-9521980 
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RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
m ass7a CEE] 


Von 
Lot S BLDG, AURORA BLVD., QUEZON CITY 


Sr nroa. manonuvong ery, pria DEADLINE 


a To gene for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Ener D et Monday o Sunday © 
fea maaan, seer T200 not 


riSingulrercomsh Day before publication 


JOSEY. FAUSTINO %4 Atty, Agustin Teves Locsin 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on January 30, 2006 at the age of 76. Peacefully joined + Lydia Montenegro, 


His wife Imelda, children, Ferdie & Tess, Rico & Beng, Joey EE Ke us ee CAES 
& Mabeth, grandchildren, Bong, Jetty & Dea; JR, Mike & 0 bs Wat cnr ee 
Paulo; Angelica, relatives and friends request the pious readers on Tuesday, January 31, 2006. 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His wife, Ricka Lopez, 
His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapels — Children: cag 


Guadalupe, Chapel I, Makati City. PS Fermi aod De dre 


Interment will be on Saturday, February 4, 2006 at the Loyola | John, Anna, Mark, Bro. Joseph, L.C. 
Memorial Park, Marikina after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. A Bambi Stables with her husband, Peter, and daughter 
j Lia 
Diego and his children 
Roberto, Farah and Beatriz 
t Ana Mari 


‘ Gela Dolorico with her husband, Bimbo, M.D. and son 
Our Dearly Beloved Stevie 


CE Mike with his wife Nona 
‘Papa Mario and his son 


CEFERINO B. BELLEN ms 


Peacefully joined our Lord on January 31, 2006 
at the age of 82. 


Request the pious reader to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 
His beloved wife Milagros; children Evelyn & Dannie Escueta, Bert & 


Mila Bellen, June, Ruben, Beth, Christy & Eddie Ambe; sister, brothers- Interment will be in Dumaguete City today, February 3, 2006. 
and sisters-in-law; grandchildren, great grandchildren, relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati City. 


He will Interment will be on Sunday, February 5, 2006, 10 AM at the Loyola Memorial 
Park, Sucat, Parafiaque City. 


present | ie | DRA. MAXIMA F. BALMASEDA 


us, 


Passed away in the Grace of the Lord 
and joined her husband RAMON 


along THE ERIT. AGE P ARK on February 1, 2006 at the age of 93. 


with FORT BONIFACIO Her bereaved children GLORIA (t) & PRIMO (t) 
i MALIWANANG, ZENY & RIZAL A. NOLIDO, JESSIE & NAZ 
you z | RACOMA, PHILIP and OFIE BALMASEDA; grandchildren 
? Let our Funeral Home & res ease your burden JACKIE, DENISE, MITZI, APPLE and PINKY, RAMBY, ABET, 
: - REGGIE, ERWIN and PRIM; JOYCE, IAN and JAY; PJ, PRITZ, 
to A *Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Calered Meals PINGGOY and PAPO; great grandchildren, relatives and friends 
G 5 d.” Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
Thank You Cards *Personalized Guest Information Cards Her remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 12-G. 


*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


845-2440 + 845-2334 to 38 Interment will be on Sunday, Sth of February 2006, at Eternal 
Gardens, Baesa, Caloocan City, after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Arlington. 


There’s a daily Mass at 8:00 p.m. 
— SIZ, pin OBITUARIES foree. stad alia 


lali ving Me emory f = 
. 2 Gn Toying Memory 
Col. Alexis S. Aldeguer (Ret.) | (2 texisiomysemsiinesius  * rece ae 


St. Scholastica’s Priory, Manila MANUEL BUENCAMINO I DE LEON 


on his Second Death Anniversary on February 4, 2006 
February 3, 2006 announce the death of = 


nthe 40th Death Anniversary of 
We, his beloved wife Amy; children Yvette, Jo-Anne and gare aoe Ricalde l. SB NARCISA BUENCAMINO DE LEON 


Glenn Harris, Christine, Alexandra, Nicole and Carlo; on Febuary 62008 
grandchildren Mare Ethan Harris and Antonio Alexis invite at the Medical Center Manila ta te fn ae el cd 
you to join us in prayer for the eternal repose of his soul. on February 1, 2006, at the age of 91. on Sagem as oe ae 
MARY THE QUE! sen 600 AM 
DS ‘The Sisters, her nephews Atty. Pelagio Ricalde, RAA: OF TAE. noses HOLE ROSARY Seam AM. 
Mr. Lesmes Ricalde, Dr. Peter Ricalde Figueroa, à eo Sen Juna, 600 AM, 
z z Atty. Tomas Ricalde, Jr., her niece Dr. Teresita s PRE Er Een T E à 
An obituary with a picture can be a Ricalde Belamide, and their families, and relatives 


fitting tribute to your departed loved one. request the pious readers to pray for her. 


2 Corinthians 4:14 


630 AM. 


Et 

JON OSCO PAR oi Na O09 na 

=, VINCENT DE PAUL PARISH: Sun Maria, Erni, an ~ A 

Always caring. INQUIRER OBITUARIES Her remains lie in state IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHEDRAL, PARISH TRO AM. 
ame il Laninas: Cubao, Q.C. 

at St. Scholastica’s Chapel, Manila. SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE Gren, Mandalsyong CHY 13 AME 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS d HRINE OF MARY, Qi ACE LIT Co AM. 


i i ‘or Lady a EDSA EDSA cor Orup AWE, GE. 
© Copy of Death Cenificate © Any identification document (LD.) À | scanner 930 AM. 


:00 a.m. GE AIT. CARMEL SHRINE Jane Rogue, New Manik, GE. SP 
DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT « MESSAGE OF THANKS f fond, pe is ran peop 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY + REQUIEMS ———— Caa ae An our prayers for the eternal repas of thers 


Toumen Crassineos MANILA BRANCH PMAP sets none 


is open to serve your Classified Ads requirements. | THE PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT non PMAP members. the Rewards Management Function Workshop will be held on Feb. 15- 
Association of the Philippines is A two-day seminar on Managing is scheduled on Feb. 10, 2006. Reg- 17, 2006. Registration fee is 
sponsoring a program designed to The Training and Development istration fee is P3,400 for PMAP P7,700 for PMAP members and 

GIFTRINITY BLOG., | equip participants with knowledge Function will be held on Feb. 8-9, members and P4,900 for non PMAP P9,200 for non PMAP members. It 
ETM KALAW ST, | onhow to achieve aclean and orga- 2006. Registration fe is P5,600 for Center. Itis an introductory module isa foundational module designed 
OTM KATANA’ | nized workplace using 5 "S" and PMAP members and P7,100 for non that focuses on the basic principles to prepare the learners to draft 
Call BABES, GLORY Records Management will be held on PMAP members. The program is an and processes of rewards manage- their own specific competency 
Peb. 7-8. lis entitled Quality Work- introductory module on how to ef- ment, from planning, design, admin- framework plan that will eventu- 
at TEL NOS E27.3942 | place Using 5S" and Records Man- fectively manage the training and istration and communication. ally be the starting point of a 
522-4406 ‘agement. Registration fee is P5,100 development in an organization ‘A three-day workshop on Com- customised competency frame- 

fer PMAP members and P6,700 for The program entitled Managing petency Design and Development work in thelr organisations. 
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Customs exceeds January collection goal 


state, Fighting target for this year set at P200B SERRE 


the revenue agency failed to meet. 
EMERGING FROM A HUGE Last year, the BOC turned in 


shortfall last year, the Bureau of P10.567 billion posted in the same ports was among the biggest reau of Internal Revenue. targets included those of Batan- only P141.7 billion in revenue 
Customs started 2006 on a posi- month last year. sources of revenue leakages. ‘The plan is in line with the pro- gas, Manila, Zamboanga, Suri- collection. 
ive note by surpassing its collec. “It broke the January jint ofthe ‘The reported January collec: posed shift to accrual accounting gao, Tacloban, Legaspi and San | The BOCs weak performance 
tion target for January. BOC” Morales said. January is con tion came in the form of cash and system, as practiced in other coun- Fernando. last year came on the heels of lead- 
Newly. appointed Customs sidered a lean month and adificut did not take into account the wies, from the current cash ac- Morales, who was appointed ership changes in the agency sart- 
Commissione. Napoleon Morales time tocough uprevenuebecauseit BOC'snon-cash duty collections. counting system. The plan, howev- customs chief last December re- ing with the replacement of former 
Da BOC cold P1372 comesaftertheChrismasseason. The Department of Finance, its er, has elicited criticisms because it placing Alexander Arevalo, said Customs chief George Jereos by Al- 
billion in January, or 2.4 percent “We are tightening the moni- head agency, is studying the pos- would bloat revenue collection the BOC would set an internal berto Lina. Lina was eventually re- 
higher than the target for the toring of valuation to address the sibility of including non-cash du- without actually giving the govern- collection target of P200 billion placed by Arevalo, who later went 
month of P12.083 billion. problem of technical smuggling,” ty and tax collection tobe includ-mentthe powertoraise spending. this year, or higher than the origi- back to his old post (deputy com- 
‘The January collection was also Morales said. ed in the revenue-collection per- Morales said the ports that ex- nal target of P190.5 billion. missioner) when Morales was ap- 
a7pereent higher than the He said undervaluation of im- formance of the BOC and the Bu- ceeded their respective collection The P190.5-bilion target is 26 pointed customs chief. 


Benguet Corp. 
The Convergence of Style and Comfort in One Grand Design seeks FTAA for 
6 Life in Perfect Balance Kingking project 


E 
E 
By Christine A. Gaylican 


BENGUET Corp. HAS APPLIED FOR THE 
conversion of the tenement status of the cop- 
per porphyry portion of its Kingking property 
in Eastern Mindanao from a mineral produc- 
tion sharing agreement (MPSA) into a foreign 
technical assistance agreement (FTAA). 

The application was submitted to the Bu- 
reau of Mines and Geosciences, an attached 
agency of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, for approval. 

An FTAA allows up to 100 percent foreign 
ownership in a mining project while MPSA al- 
lows only local companies to own a mining 
venture and to enjoy incentives provided by 
the government. 

In the proposal submitted to BMG, Benguet 
said the conversion ofits MPSA into FTAA was 
the best approach to encourage investors to 
develop the copper porphyry portion of 
Kingking. The other portion of the Kingking 
property, which is a prospective source of 
gold, will remain under the MPSA. 

In another development, Benguet is hold- 
ing exploratory talks with a South Korean 
company for the development of its coal 
prospect in Surigao del Sur. 

Benguet has several new mineral prospects 
in Luzon and in Mindanao. 

Known as the biggest gold mining company 
in the Philippines and the sixteenth largest in 
the world, Benguet Corp. has existing 
chromite operations in Masinloc, Zambales, 
known internationally as “Masinloc Ore,” and 
a copper-gold operations in San Marcelino, 
Zambales. 

Aside from the existing Acupan Gold pro- 
ject in Benguet that it now shares with small 
scale miners, the company is looking at the 
Kingking Copper-Gold Prospect in Com- 
postela Valley in Davao and the Pantingan 
Gold prospect in Bataan, according to 
Benguet assistant vice president Edgar Ta- 
banda. 


PLDT considers 
selling stake 
in cable TV firm 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 
Co. may sell its interest in a cable television 
company now controlled by the Lopez group. 

“I think it makes sense if we sell Home Ca- 
ble. They (the Lopezes) are now running the 
show and we are not very involved in the day- 
to-day operations,” said PLDT president 
Napoleon Nazareno in an interview. 

PLDT’ Philippine Home Cable Holdings was 
merged with two Lopez-owned cable compa- 
nies in 2003, creating Beyond Cable Holdings 
(operating under the brand SkyCable). Home 
Cable owns a third of Beyond Cable. 

Nazareno said PLDT was still studying 
whether it would be better for the company to 
go into direct-to-home pay TV or offer TV ser- 
vices using Internet Protocol or IPTV. 

Both options, according to Nazareno, are 
being considered. “We have to anticipate the 
wave of the future,” he said. 

pn a, the Iralian word for “valence”, is í we PLDT seemed to have lost interest in the ca- 

-i antort united in symmetn tesidence ble TV business since last year. It earlier of- 
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s Your home of choice Satellite TV—failed in the fourth quarter, 


ee Wel integrated facilities such a Sources said the price tags for both compa- 
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Nazareno said Cojuangco's group, given 

— the strategic alliance between Dream Satellite 

RARE TV and Siycable, might be nas to buy 
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Unusual ventures 


Tei ma = 


help revive tourism 
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Text and photos by EV Espiritu 
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TOURISTS appreciate the coffee sold by 


PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 
enterprising vendors AGUIO CITY THE YEAR OF 
B the Fire Dog brings unusual 
business ideas to this city. 
These are fresh attempts to revive the sum- 
mer capital's tourism market, which suffered 
from the meningococcemia outbreak that 
tumed away tourists in 2004 and eariy 2005. 
Homemade apparel for dogs and floating 
sari-sari stores at the Burnham Lake are 
some of the new businesses sprouting here. 
Joel Ramboyong, 35, an ice cream vendor, 
buil a small rowboat and is now selling pretzels, 
chicharon (pork cracklings) and soda to tourists 
who relaxin the middle of the man-made lake. 
Ramboyong says it dawned on him that va- 
cationing families who rent boats for an hour 
become hungry and thirsty, thus his services 
‘were essential to keeping tourists happy. 
T ‘Allan Manuel, who rents out boats, says 
ral the floating sari-sari store is boosting rentals 
BOATS for rent are a usual sight in Burnham Park 


aguio 


a ENTREPRENEURS 


à have taken to 


selling foodstuff 
aboard the boats 
pr at the lake, although the city government 
has yet to legitimize this innovative trade. 

Tourists also seek the P12-a-cup of coffee 
sold by Raffy Hora. 

4 Hora, 23, is one of a dozen vendors, who 
decided that lugging around containers 
filled with hot coffee isthe ticket to earning 
from Burnham Park. 

Tina Catam, on the other hand, thought 
that extending a service to the pets of vaca- 
tioning families meant a potentially high in- 
come, so she began tailoring suits fit for dogs. 

Her parents sell her dog uniforms along 
downtown sidewalks, beside dog collar ped- 
dlers. 

But it is the expansion of convenience 
stores all over Baguio, which has become a 
commercial trend here owing to the number 
of tourists, who enjoy Baguio's chilly nights. 

Emilita Ignacio, owner of the Kapamilya 
Minimart on Marcos Highway, says prospects 
for midnight shops are high because tourists 
have developed a vibrant 24-hour lifestyle in 
this quaint American-built city. 


APPAREL for dogs are selling well in this 
summer capital 


We'll charge you the rest later. 


LOW DOWNPAYMENT. 


LOW MONTHLY. 


With a super low down payment, you could drive away MODEL 


DOWNPAYMENT | 
with the smooth, sleek Chevrolet Optra or cool, hip 


12 


18 


24 48 co || Comos. Iam 


feo 1.5 MIT 69.000 
79.000 
89.000 
89.000 
89.000 
89.000 


23.505 
47275 
49.526 
52.082 
56.535 
60,630 


Chevrolet Aveo, And with low monthly financing schemes, 
having your own car doesn’t get easier than.this. 
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THE PUBLIC RELATIONS SOCIETY OF 
the Philippines (PRSP) recently elected 
a new board of directors at its general 
membership meeting Jan. 13 at Hotel 
InterContinental Manila, Makati City. 
The new board members are: Milen 
Sison de Quiros, Full Circle Communi- 
cations’ president; Maloli K. Espinosa, 
ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp vice presi- 
dent for government, corporate affairs 
and public relations; Butch S. Raquel, 
GMA Network Inc head of corporate 
communications; Ma. Lourdes L. Es- 
pina, Total Philippines Corp manager 
for corporate affairs; Angelito G. Doble, 
Philippine National Bank senior assis- 
tant vice president for corporate affairs 
and investor relations division; Felisa B. 


People, Events Products 


PRSP elects new bo 


Rosales, Land Bank of the Philippines, 
head of public relations and organiza- 
tion events; Eduardo S. Alcaraz, ESA 
Consultants president; Joel D. Lac- 
samana, Manila Water Company Inc, 
director for corporate communications; 
and Ritzi Villarico-Ronquillo, Manila 
Electric Company, PR officer and head 
for advertising and special events. 
Committee head for 2006 events 
are: Milen Sison de Quiros, accredita- 
tion and ethics; Maloli K. Espinosa 
and Butch S. Raquel, Anvil Awards; 
Eduardo $. Alcaraz, National Public 
Relations Congress; Felisa B. Rosales, 
PR education and student affairs; Ma. 
Lourdes L. Espina, membership and 
programs; Angelito G. Doble, fi- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


nance/ways and means; Ritzi Villari- 
co-Ronquillo, professional develop- 
ment and publications; and Joel D. 
Lacsamana, publicity. 

The Public Relations Society of the 
Philippines (PRSP) is the country’s pre- 
mier organization for public relations 
professionals. In its roster are practi- 
tioners who represent business and in- 
dustry, government, non-profit organi- 
zations, hospitals, schools, hotels and 
professional services, among others. 

PRSP is a non-stock, non-profit orga- 
nization established Feb. 19, 1957 by 
leading PR practitioners in the country. 
The Society's mission is to advance the 
practice of public relations by (1) unit- 
ing those engaged in the profession; (2) 


ard for 2006 


encouraging continuing education of | 7° 
practitioners; (3) generating public 
confidence in the profession by promot- 
ing high ethical practice and encourag- 
ing high standards of public service; (4) 
playing the active role in all matters af- 
fecting the practice of public relations; 
(5) and strengthening the relationships 
of public relations professionals with 
various stakeholders. 

PR professionals interested in joining 
the Society may call PRSP secretariat 
Sonia Tejada/Ruth Sarmiento at 20-B 
San Mateo Street, Pasig City at 638- 
0010 or 638-0012 or e-mail prsoci- 
ety@prsp.ph or _prsociety04@ya- 
hoo.com or visit the webs 
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MILEN Sison de Quiros, Full Circle Communica- 


Investing in real 
estate correctly 


A 10-TOPIC SERIES OF LEC- 
tures on Investing in Real Estate 
will be conducted by Urban Insti- 
tute of Real Estate on Feb. 6, 8, 13, 
15, 20, 22, 27, March 1, 6 and 8 
(Monday and Wednesdays) from 
1:30 to 6 pm. at the Maximo 
Function Room, Second Floor, 
Max Restaurant, Glorietta 2, Ay- 
ala Center, Makati City. Invited to 
attend these seminars are real es- 
tate investors, developers, profes- 
sionals and property owners. 

‘This lecture series would initi- 
ate participants to the ABCs of re- 
alestate investing and avoid cost- 
ly mistakes usually committed by 
inexperienced investors, thus 
guiding them to a pleasant and 
successful real estate business. 
Numerous issues concerning 
prospective real estate investors, 
financiers and developers; own- 
ers and realty professionals will 
be discussed. 

‘The topics, which may be at- 
tended separately and are all 
stand alone are as follows: Feb. 6 
- Investing in Real Estate: Oppor- 
tunities, Techniques and What 
are Needed to Learn before In- 
vesting; Feb. 8 - Property Devel- 
qpment and HLURB Rules And 
Regulations; Feb. 13 - How to 
Start and Manage A Successful 
Real Estate Brokerage Company; 
Feb. 15 - Legal Aspect of Sale, 


Mortgage and Lease with Con- 
tract Documentation and Regis- 
tration; Feb. 20 - Joint Ventures 
and Syndications for Real Estate 
Projects; Feb. 22 - Taxation As- 
pects of Real Estate Transactions 
and Real Property Assessment; 
Feb. 27 - Real Estate Finance and 
Investment Analysis; March 1 
Management of Rental Proper- 
ties; March 6 - How tos of Real 
Property Valuation, and March 8 - 
Making Big Money in Distressed 
Properties. 

This lecture series is accredited 
by DTI for CEP compliance and 
will have as lecturers lawyer Den- 
nis Tablizo, noted resource speak- 
er on land laws; lawyer Catherine 
T. Manahan, director for tax ser- 
vices of Joaquin Cunanan & Co.; 
and engineer Enrico Cruz, who 
has more than 35 years experi- 
ence in real estate, engineering, 
construction, management and 
education. Cruz is also a licensed 
real estate consultant and 1st and 
8th placer in the real estate ap- 
praiser’s and brokers board ex- 
aminations, respectively, and was 
invested as a “Real Estate Fellow” 
by the Philippine Council of Real 
Estate Educators. 

For other details or advanced 
registration, call Urban Institute 
at 681-0928 or 0916-4269174, or 
e-mail urbanet@pacific.net.ph. 


Power Plant 
draws winner 
of Grand Audi A4 


EVERYONE WANTED IT—THE MOST 
luxurious prize of the season, a 2006 Audi A4. 

From those who dropped a few raffle 
stubs to those who entered in the hun- 
dreds, all waited with bated breath as Pow- 
er Plant VP for retail, JP Masakayan, to- 
gether with PGA Cars Inc president Miguel 
G. Coyuito, drew the winning entry. 

And the keys went to Mykholyn Narvaez 
of Sacramento, Californiat 

Whata way to drive the year! And all be- 
cause of a simple shopping trip to Rock- 
wells Power Plant Mall last Jan. 11 when 
the lucky balikbayan made a handful of 
purchases at the mall's Lacoste store. 

Mykholyn was beside herself with disbe- 
lief when informed of her amazing fortune. 
‘And with good reason: she was in Hong 
Kong on her way back to the United States! 

What a fashionable start to 2006 as 
| Rockwell, the address of fashionable Mani- 
la, and PGA Cars transformed a traditional 
holiday raffle into the sensational retail 
event it had become. “Literally, this is just 
the start!” as AVP-general manager Malou 
Pineda promises a slew of exciting events 
to reward loyal Power Plant shoppers. 


Write your personal history for JSP symposia 


ARE YOU A FILIPINO? HAVE YOU 
been to Japan? Have you worked with 
“Japanese? Did you study in Japan? 
‘Are you Japanese? Have you been to 
the Philippines? Have you worked with 
Filipinos? Did you study in the Philip- 
pines? In other words, do you have à 
personal history of Phlippines-Japan 
relations? The Japanese Studies Pro- 
gram (JSP) of Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity, in celebration of the 50th an- 
niversary of the resumption of Philip- 


pines-Japan relations, invites you to 
write your personal experience about 
Japan or the Philippines. The essay 
‘should be in English. The encounter(s) 
should have occurred in any period 
within January 1956 to December 
12006. Selected writers will be asked to 
present their papers in a series of 
symposia, the first of which wil be in 
‘July 2008. They will be given an hono- 
rarium of P5,000 each. Send your es- 
say anytime until May 31 to: The 


Republic ofthe Puppnes 
Province of Zamboanga Sibugay 
Municipal of Tungawan 
Loan agreement # PH-P200 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Republic of the Philippines, through the Depariment of Education, has 
received an Official Development Assistance (ODA) loan Irom Japan Bank of 
International Cooperation (JBIC) in the amount of P1,749 mon (Y7.210 milion) 
towards ine financing ofthe Secondary Education and improvement Project (SEDIP) 
‘ated December 28,1998. N is intended that part of the proceeds ol this oan wil be 
‘applied o sigila payments for ine new construction of the ilerent school buiksings 
located atthe folowing schools, to wit 


rector, Japanese Studies Program, 3rd Floor, Social 
‘Sciences Building, Katipunan, Loyola Heights, Que- 
zon City 1108, or -maii mmartinez@ateneo.edu. in- 
dicate your full name and contact numbers. For in- 
quiries, call Marian at 426-6001, local 5248. 


TP yoduciënes 


wwwprsp-ph. 


Tumble Tots 


tions’ president 


launches 


contest for parents 


AN ESSAYWRITING CONTEST HAS BEEN 
launched for parents on why they like the way 
their children’s positive personalities are be- 
ing developed by international pre-school 
Tumble Tots. 

The launch ofthe “Why I Love Tumble Tots” 
contest was led by managing director Dyan 
Bian-Cortez of Tumble Tots Philippines, the 
national franchise holder of this UK-based in- 
ternational pre-school with over 500 centers 
in Europe and Asia. 

Cortez said the contest would draw first- 
hand accounts of the parents’ experiences with 
their own children enrolled in Tumble Tots. 

“This year’s contest winners will receive 
more exciting prizes than last years, the first 
time the competition was held,” Cortez 
added, citing how parents confirmed the ef- 
fectiveness of the Tumble Tots program. 

This international preschool program fo- 
ccuses on the intellectual and motor skills de- 
velopment of children between six months 
and seven years old. 

Based on scientific studies and child devel- 
opment research, the program is designed to 
develop children’s literacy as well as their 
skills of agility, balancing, coordination and 
climbing in a safe and loving environment. 

The children are guided through each piece 
of equipment as they gain confidence and in- 
dependence while having lots of fun. 

A child learns best through play, which is 
the language of childhood. This helps 
him/her develop concepts, understand how 
things and ideas are connected, and develop 
basic skills in reading, writing and communi- 
cation,” Cortez explained. 

“Tumble Tots develops a child's positive 
personality traits of self-confidence, selfes- 
teem, self-discipline and independence, thus 
enhancing their personal and social skills and 
their chances of success in later life,” Cortez 
added. 

This comprehensive development comes in 


stages as the child grows, learns, and explores 
the world at his own pace, thereby acquiring 
creativity and sense of achievement while 
making his self-worth grow from his own feel- 
ings of mastery of the tasks he has chosen. 

The curriculum is divided into structured, 
trainer-facilitated programs for gymbabes of 
6 months old to walking, walking to 2 years 
old, 2 t0 3 years old, 3 to 5 years old, and gym- 
bobs juniors of 5 to 6 years old and seniors of 
6 07 years old. 

‘Atthe end of the program, the children will 
show tremendous improvements in listening 
attentively and intelligently, acquiring a well- 
developed vocabulary and good use of the 
spoken language in taking part in discussions, 
read simple words and phrases, perform basic 
math operations, and manifest writing and 
social readiness. 

‘Tumble Tots started in the United Kingdom 
in 1979 and has benefited more than a million 
children. Since then, the Tumble Tots family 
has grown to over 500 centers in the United 
Kingdom, Germany, and Asia-including Sin- 
gapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
‘Thailand and, now the Philippines. The Asia- 
Pacific region currently has over a hundred 
thousand active members. 

In the Philippines, Tumble Tots is located at 
the ground floor of Technoplaza I at East- 
wood City Cyberpark in Libis, Quezon City 
(687-6793, 687-6375, 0917-7010097) and 
along Mabini Street, Davao City (082- 
2251847) 

Upon enrolling with Tumble Tots, each 
child receives a personalized membership 
pack, plus privileged access to many special 
events organized in the Philippines and other 
branches worldwide. 

Members are automatically insured while 
participating in Tumble Tots sessions. They al- 
so receive special discounts and offers from 
various partner companies and sponsors of 
Tumble Tots, 


Dynamite for the Jazz 


‘THE COUNTRY’S HOTTEST SELLING SUB- 
compact sedan, the Honda Jazz, just got even 
hotter with A-Toys Mugen Dynamite body 
kitand spoon ground effects kit. 
Manufactured from a combination of plas- 
tic and resilient fiber glass materials, A-Toy's 
Mugen and Spoon ground effects kits are 
guaranteed to make your Honda a visual de- 
light on wheels. The kits are also designed to 
improve the aerodynamic qualities of the car. 
“all our body kits are bolt-on and are guar- 


anteed to fit like an OEM kit. We extensively 
tested them before introducing it to the local 
market,” adds Atoy Llave, proprietor of A- 
Toÿs paint and body shop. A-Toy paint and 
body shop also offers a discounted price on all 
kits and chins for all car brands up to February 
as its way of welcoming the year of the dog. 
For details on how to make your Honda a 
standout among the crowd, call 411-5858 or 
visit A-Toy’s showroom in West Avenue, Que- 
zon City, or log on to www.atoybodykits.com 
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Disbursement ofthe ODA loan by JBIC wil be subject, in all respects, 10 the 
terms and conditons ofthe loan agreement, including the disbursement procedures 
‘and the “Guidelines for Procurement under "JBIC ODA Loans”. No party oiher inan 
{he Department of Education shall derive any rights Irom the Loan Agreement or 
have any claims to loan proceeds The above Loan Agreement wil cover only 2 part 
ot a project cost. As forthe remaining portion, the agency wil take appropnate 
measures for finance. 

JBIC requires thatthe bidders and Contractors, as well as DepED-SEDIP under 
contacts funded with JBIC-ODA Loans and other Japanese ODA, observe tne 
highest standards of ethics during the procurement and execution of contracts. In 
pursuance of tis policy, JBIC 

1 Wh rejecta proposal tor award it determines that tne bidder recommended 

for award has engaged in corrupt or Iraudulent practices in competing for 
the contact in question; 

Wel recognize a contractor as ineligible, ora stated period of te, to be 
‘awarded a contract funded with JBIC ODA ans da any ime, determines 
that the contractor has engaged in corrupt and Iraudulent practices in 
Competing for, or in executing, anotar contract funded financed by JBIC- 
‘ODA leans or ther Japanese ODA 

‘idsing is open oa Philppine Contractors Accrecitaton Board (PCAB) Registered 
contractors or join venture contractors win PCAB icense category Smal B, General 
Bung 

Bidder may obtain further information and acquire the bidding documents irom 

‘The Bids and Awards Commitee 
‘Muniopatty of Tungawan 
Tel Nos 09215173452 

Telolax No 

‘complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by interested bisders 
stating February 10, 2006 unl 5 00 p m ol February 17, 2006 upon submission of 
a lener of intent 10 the above olice and payment ot a non-relundabie lee of 
4,000.00 

Pre-bid conferance shall be conducted on February 20, 2005 at 200 p m: to be 
heid al Tungawan Mune pal Hal 

‘Submssion of bid together wah af the documents require in he bid documents 
musi be delvered tothe aloresaid venue on March 6, 2008, 200 pm al Tungawan 
Muncipal Hall Al ids wil be opened mmedateiy Marsan ne presence o! te 
bidders or ther legally authorized represeniatives 


(S06) Engr. DEMAEL CAÑIZAR 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader in the newspaper 
Industy win ts balanced news and fearless views is committed 10 
Taiping our trade partners achieve Rs business goals and Serving 
The community via generation of employment. 

We are in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 
to work for our Dstnotor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, 
“Tarlac, Nueva Ecja and Zambales. 
308 DESCRIPTION: 
WIN handie a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
‘Cotege graduates irom the iocañies: 
Highty motwaled, Aggressive, Hardworking. 
Mot possess ezeren orai and writen commurication skiis both 
in Engish and Fapino, 
> Prolerably Male. Mg to work on a graveyard shif, tast-paced, 
‘yname and tex environment 
(Background in sales is not necessary. but a plus 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
to hand the needs of our SUB-DISTRIBUTORS 
Applicants must be a resident of Pampanga 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
ex Female, 
College graduates; 
Must nave à pleasing personaly 
Highty motvated, Aggressive, Hardworking: 
Musi possess excelent orl and writen communication skiis both 
in Engish and Papino, 
Background in customer service is a pus, 
Computer Lerate 
Send your Resumé to 
Gay Distribution Group inc. 
Dolores Homesite Extension 
{near JunJun's Bibingka Rest, MeArihur Highway) 
‘ety of San Fornando Pampanga 
or call (045) 961-4048 
(For Business Dov't Supervisors sppicants, pioase ook lor 
Mr. Mar Manabat or 
Mr. Joss Yap or can emad your resumé 
10 jessy @ mas net net oh or and 
(For Customor Servico Representative appicants, 
‘lease look fr Lynn Marcelo) 


Greenhills for tourists, bargain hunters 
THE GREENHILLS SHOPPING COMPLEX IS READY FOR THE HEAVY IN- 
flux of tourists and foreign guests as the country’s newest international air- 
port, the Diosdado Macapagal International Airport, becomes more accessi- 
bie to and from Metro Manila because of the redevelopment of the North. Lu- 
zon Expressway. For a glimpse of Filipino products they can bring home to 
their loved ones, fiends and associates, and how the Filipino enjoys a fiesta 
atmosphere, tourists and other foreign guests can visit Greenhills Shopping 
Complex during the 13th Fiesta Fair Manila ongoing until Feb. 5. Greenhills 
is an ideal destination for tourists looking for ‘world-class Philippine prod- 
ucts Henry G. Babiere, top antique dealer, says Greenhills is the country's 
“tiangge Mecca" and 
haven of small and 
medium en- 
trepreneurs, and the 
country’s best flea 
market tor its accessi- 
ble, fully air condi- 
tioned facilities and the 
many fast foods sur- 
rounding modern the- 
aters, recreation cen- 
ters, and wide parking 
areas, He also adds 
that tourists visit the 
Philippines not only to 
enjoy beautiful beach- 
es and resorts, feast 
their eyes on the beau- 
titul tropical scenery 
and natural attractions, 
visit historical places 
and landmarks, but al- 
So 100k tor world-class 
products and goods 
Such as furniture and 
tropical fruits. This is 
were Greentills 
Shopping Complex 
comes in. 


Notice is hereby given that 
the following Official Receipts 
with series Numbers 4102 to 
4111, 4113 to 4122, 4125 to 
4129, 4131 to 4133, 4139 to 
4140, 4143 and 4149 belonging 
to Bayer Crop Science, Inc. will 
no longer be honored by the 
company in any transaction. 
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ZYLA stringing the 108 black Mala beads 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—BEADS, BANGLES AND 
trinkets have become so ubiquitous in the 
country that if one strings them into a neck- 
lace, it could choke the world many times 
over. 

So how can you sell your stuff in this 
bead-weary world? How about selling 
beads that can save your life or simply 
make you a good person? 

Dzi (pronounced “zee”) and mala beads 
are the best selling items in Namaste (Asian 
Arts and Trade), a local shop specializing in 
Nepali and Tibetan items. 

Shop owner Zyla Shakya says their cus- 
tomers for these types of beads used to be 
only Buddhists and seasoned travelers. 

“Now we get customers from all walks of 
life,” says 22-year-old Shakya, whose 
mother, Alice Aquino-Shakya, started the 
family’s trading business last year. 

Buying the mala and dzi beads is particu- 
Jarly auspicious when done in the New 
‘Year, Shakya says. 

Dzi are black and white Tibetan beads of 
etched agate (a common semiprecious sili- 
ca mineral that has long been used as a gem 
and ornamental). These are decorated with 
circular designs known as “Buddha's eyes.” 

A nine-eyed dzi bead in Namaste costs 
P950. It is supposed to give its owner good 
fortune, divine protection, good health, 
wealth, prosperity from heaven, double 
longevity, victory over foes, windfall luck 
and ultimate good luck. 

A five-eyed dzi bead costs P750 and is 


Now selling: Beads 
that can ‘make you good’ 


supposed to help one accumulate wealth, 
good luck and material gain, attract people 
Useful to you, attract more money, valu- 
ables and food and basic good fortune. 

A three-eyed dzi bead is supposed to give 
one prosperity, happiness and longevity 
and costs P425. 

For those who are more into the form 
rather than the function, Namaste also sells 
porcelain dzi beads in all colors for P35 each. 

‘The dai beads can be worn as a bracelet 
or necklace alone or with other semi- 
precious stones. 

The other hot item in Namaste is the 
mala or the dharma bead, which is a fad in 
the West Coast of the United States, where 
most ofthe Tibetan refugees stay. 

Shakya says “mala” means “garland of 
flowers” in Sanskrit. A mala is composed of 
either 27, 54 or 108 beads. The number 
108 is especially sacred for Buddhists be 
cause it represents the nine planets multi- 
plied by the 12 astrological signs. 

‘Among the trendsetters for mala are the 
Dalai Lama, who prefers the “tiger eye” as 
beads, and Hollywood actor Richard Gere, 
who is often seen with a 108 wooden bead 
mala on his wrist. 

Like the rosary, the mala bead is used for 
prayer, usually in the form of a mantra, 

Namaste also sells previously worn mala 
necklaces from P1,500 up. 

‘The wooden mala sold by Namaste in- 
clude beads made from sandalwood, teak, 
rosewood and bodhi and tulsi seeds. 

Shakya says the wearer could mix the 
beads depending on their preferences like 
health needs, astrological signs and color. 


Soap making seminar in UP set 


EARN MONEY BY LEARNING HOW TO 
make soap. 

In line with the government's program to 
promote livelihood opportunities for the un- 
employed and entrepreneurs, Golden Trea- 
sure Skills and Development Program (GTS- 
DP) will conduct a one-day seminar on “Soap 
Making” to be held at UPAA Alumni Center, 
‘Magsaysay Avenue, cor. Ylanan Street, Uni- 
versity of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon 
City on Feb. 11, 2006 (Saturday) from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m, We are inviting all those people 
who would like to venture into soap-making 
business in order to learn the process, tech- 
nique, procedures on how to make soap and 
be a part of this once in a lifetime experience. 

‘Among the topics to be discussed are: The- 
ories and Principles of Soap Making, Sourcing 


of Materials and Pricing on Different Kinds of 
Soap. Also there will be hands-on experience 
on the making of different kinds of soap such 
as liquid dishwashing soap, liquid hand soap, 
liquid all-purpose soap, bar detergent soap, 
(all purpose) powder soap, herbal bath soap 
(papaya , kalamansi , oatmeal, etc.) fabric 
softener, liquid bleach. Added feature of the 
seminar is free lecture on smart entrepreneur- 
ship, “Tips on How to Start and Manage your 
Own Soap Business.” 

Participants will receive certificate of train- 
ing right after the seminar, including lunch 
and snacks. Samples of soaps will be given in- 
cluding handouts and more. Those who are 
interested may call 952-29-34/952-40-28/ 
421-85-93/ 436-78-26 and 951-29-66. This 
seminar is open to all. 


How can you make money ... mm 


than 100-unit-condo project gave Ayala Land 
billions in revenue. The magnitude of the 
marketing task (MMT), another marketing 
concept worth your mastering, is accountable 
and manageable. 

‘We've been asked: “How do you sustain 
marketing success in niche marketing?” Learn 
from best practice, that is, benchmark. Consid- 
er, for example, Nike. This athletic shoemaker 
has remained a market leader by innovating in 
more and more niches. It continued to design 
special shoes for more and more sports and ex- 
ercises. It went into shoe-owning niches for 
running, then basketball, hiking, tennis, bik- 
ing, golf, badminton, and so on. Within each 
niche, it also grew the niche by developing 
variants, For example, in basketball, it came 
‘out with a Nike Air Jordan, a Pump, etc. 


Innovate 

Innovating, then, is one key in sustaining 
nicheing success. Now, there's a difference be- 
tween an innovation and an invention. 
Michael Polk, president of Unilever USA, 
made the distinction by saying that invention 
‘was the R&D approach of the 90s: “It's science 
leading to new products.” In today’s new 
product race, Polk says innovation has re- 
placed invention. According to Polk, “innova- 
tion is about simpler, smarter value-solutions 
that are changing the consumer and the sta- 
tus quo of the marketplace.” He referred in 
particular to Starbucks as the model innova- 
tor. Starbucks successfully convinced çon- 
sumers “to buy a $4 cup of coffee in place of a 
2-cent cup of supermarket coffee.” 

‘The other key is to go for multiple nicheing 
instead of remaining as a single “nicher”, Con- 
sider today's No. 1 global pharmaceutical com- 


pany, Pfizer. This company started and became 
big by nicheing. It first attended to products for 
market niches like Terramycin for skin cuts, 
eye-drops (Visine) for tired eyes, the pain re- 
lieving cream Bengay, and the like. It relent- 
lessly applied the market segmentation pre- 
scription: “To get big, go small.” It started with 
small markets, that is, niches. In the process, it 
was more than amply rewarded. 

So if you want to explore niche marketing, 
lets summarize out Marketing Rx's. Start 
with market niche understanding, Under- 
stand the niches available to your business 
By understanding we refer to profiling the 
“market attractiveness” of each of those nich- 
es beginning with each niche's market size 
(and not just population size). Then, under- 
stand the priority product needs and values of 
each niche’s consumers, and how satisfied or 
disappointed these consumers are with the 
available brands in the niche. And then get re- 
alistic about your company’s marketing capa- 
bilities in effectively participating in each 
niche. This niche profiling will enable you to 
rank order the niches in terms of which to en- 
ter first and which for later. 

Next, learn to innovate so that you will 
know how to stay owner of a niche or to sus- 
tain your significant participation in it, Then 
proceed to learn how to be a multiple nicher 
instead of remaining in a single niche. 

Incidentally, you say you are a non-market- 
ing executive anxious to learn marketing 
quickly. You and your non-marketer friends 
might want to watch for our forthcoming 
seminar on “Marketing for Non-marketers” 
this coming April. 

E-mail questions to MarketingRx@pldtD- 
SL net or text us at 0919-314-5412, God bless! 


B2- 


‘Bling’ promo ups card sales 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


HOW DOES IT FEEL TO WEAR 
P600,000 on your finger? 

Debbie Koa-Lin, winner of HSBC's 
Red Mastercard “Love Yourself” pro- 
mo, was speechless when bank execu- 
tives Marion Balagot and Martin 
Cook called her to tell her she had 
won a GIA-certified 1.39 carat dia- 
mond ring. 

Just a few weeks before her name 
was picked, she was kidding her hus- 
band Jackson to buy her a diamond 
ring on their 10th wedding anniver- 
sary—not that she is fond of “bling 
blings” as jewelry has come to be 
called these days. It was more an en- 
dearing joke. 

The 1.39 karat G-color diamond 
with a retail price of P600,000 bought 
from one of the jewelry shops in 
Manila is kept in a vault of HSBC. The 
diamond will be for Debbie and Jack- 
son's third baby—due in March. 
Fittingly, the baby is a girl, 
according to the ultra 
sound and will be named 
Abigail Joyce. 

Debbie says she uses her 
Red Mastercard for personal 
expenses although when she 
got it in 2004, she used it for 
all ofthe family’s purchases. 

“Now it’s only my expenses 
which I load,” she says which in- 
cludes books, groceries and gifts for 
herself, family and friends. 

‘This is part of the objective of the 
HSBC Red Mastercard—a credit card 
that answers women's needs. HSBC 
Red MasterCard is the first credit card 
for women in the Philippines. Which 
is why they chose a diamond as a 
prize for the promo. Under the promo 
every P300 charged to the Red Mas- 
tercard earned raffle entries to win 
the ring. 
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HSBC deputy CEO Martin Cook and Debbie Koa-Lin with the ring that was 
the object of women’s desire for months. 


“When we do TV commercials, 
we look at what women like. 
Women put other people's needs 

ahead of theirs but they like bags, 
shoes, jewelry—depending on 
the status of the woman,” ex- 
plains Balagot, HSBC VP for 
credit card marketing 

Travel, she says, is de- 
sired by both males and 

females. 
By coming up with the dia- 
mond promo, they wanted to at- 

tract the women 

Laine Santana, VP for public af- 
fairs, says the promo worked as it ex- 
ceeded card targets by 30 percent 
meaning they had a 30-percent in- 
crease in new cards approved. 

Balagot says they had initially 
wanted to have several diamond 
rings raffled but HSBC deputy CEO 
Martin Cook wanted a spectacular 
one, thus the P600,000 rock. 

As for Debbie, she thinks her com- 


ing baby is truly a blessed one as she 
had been receiving many good tidings 
since her second term. 

‘An accountant who finished top in 
the CPA board exams, Debbie says 
she’s not frivolous in her needs but 
likes to travel. 

During the interview, she broke in- 
to tears when she talked about the 
death of her 16-year-old Persian 
cat—her first major purchase via a 
credit card that was an extension of 
her dads. 

While in the pet shop, another cat 
kept looking at her with forlorn eyes, 
she ended up buying two. Price tag 
for the cats was P10,000. It was near 
her birthday so dad did not get mad. 

Debbie's dad is an interesting man 
who took up law at age 60 and passed 
the bar recently. She works for his ac- 
counting firm. 

Husband Jackson works for his 
family’s engineering firm. They have 
two older kids. 


How a soap became a household name 


PROCTER & GAMBLES FLAGSHIP 
brand in the Philippines tumed 40 years. 

‘This brand, which has become a 
household name since 1966, is the 
only toilet and bath soap dedicated to 
providing “superior skin germ protec- 
tion” to help keep families healthy 
and help make a healthy nation. 

Safeguard has dominated the mar- 
ket in 40 years making the brand a 
part of Filipino life. 

P&G president and general manag- 
er Johnip Cua best explained Safe- 
guard's status during the launch of a 
nationwide educational roadshow to 
promote hygiene in 2002. 

Cua said: “We at Procter & Gam- 
ble, through Safeguard, have 
made the promotion of good hy- 
giene habits among Filipinos a pri- 
ority. Safeguard’s vision is to help 
make a healthier nation. We have 
been single-minded in our educa- 
tional message: Practicing proper 
hygiene habits, with soap that pro- 


AMAZING 


win the best business deals at work, 


vides superior protection against 
germs, helps families stay 
healthy.” 

‘That vision, which took shape 40 
years ago, was backed by innovations 
and technologies that helped Safe- 
guard sustain its leadership of the 
‘consumer market. 

‘Attaining that vision required the 
involvement of other sectors. In 
1997, P&G, Unicef and five other 
agencies—the Philippine Association 
of Medical Technologists, the Depart- 
ment of Education and Culture, the 
Department of Health, the Philippine 
Hospital Association, and the 
Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa 
Pilipinas—formed an alliance to un- 
dertake a National Health and Hy- 
giene Program under a campaign 
called Kalinisan, Kalusugan, Kaun- 
laran (KKK). 

Cua said the project aims to re- 
duce hygiene-related diseases via 
proper personal hygiene, highlight- 


4000 


ing the importance and practice of 
the three steps to good health (hand 
washing, bathing, keeping sur- 
roundings clean)—recognized to be 
the simplest yet most effective way 
to prevent illnesses. 

“Asa market leader, Safeguard co 
tinues to create a strong bond with 
Filipino consumers, touching and im- 
proving their lives through partner- 
ship programs like Alagang Safe- 
guard, Alagang Nanay for the family, 
Safeguard Unicef Handog 2big Oper- 
ation for school children, and Handog 
ng Safeguard ... Medtechs ng 
Kinabukasan Scholarship Program 
for the youth, among others,” Cua 
added. 

As part ofits 40th year celebration, 
Safeguard is sponsoring the 2nd In- 
ternational Health and Hygiene Sym- 
posium in Manila on Feb. 9-10 where 
some 150 health and hygiene experts 
from seven countries are expected to 
attend. 


LAMP HOURS 


InFocus X2 Mall Show. 


February 
Ground Floor Atrium 
Megamall, Bldg. B.. * 
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InFocus X2, the multi-use multimedia projector designed 
for work and play, dares you to explore unlimited 
possibilities. Express your ideas with panache while you 
even as you get 
unrivaled larger than life entertainment at home! 


With X2, you can surpass expectations! 
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14 ppm 600x600 pl 18,000 duty cycle per month 
Promo period is February 1 - 28, 2006. 
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The Big Picture’ 


For more info, please call 7230601 or email inquire@@ati.com.ph 


1700 ANSI Lumens. 
hih Generation DLP™ 
Tochnology 

+ 2000°1 contrast ratio 

4000 Lamp Hours 


InFocus X 2 


Exclusive Distbutor and Service Provider: 


better solutions 
| AMERICANTECHNOLOONS, INC. | 


ADN COM ph mas Mug CON. PR 
Fax 723-7061 
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Valentine’s Day 
Dining Surprise” 
February 14, 2006 


Restaurant Le Bellevue 
Dinner Set Menu 
P1,985++ per person 
Divine cuisine, aphrodisiacs plus 
magnificent ambiance - beautiful sunset 
and live string music. 


Palm Court Café 
Dinner Buffet 
P1,100++ per person 
‘Ages 1-4 free of charge 


Sky Lounge Music Bar 
P400 net per person 
Includes one (1) standard drink 
‘Show starts 8:30 pm 


overnight gift certificate for two (2) 


Por DTENCR Permit No, At-080 Series of 2008 


canned rane 


*Get a chance to WIN a complimentary 


when you dine in any of these restaurants. 


All-February 
Room Specials 


with complimentary 
sparkling wine and truffles 
plus buffet breakfast for two 


Superior Room 
P5,100++ overnight 
P8,500++ 2 consecutive nights 


Executive Suite 
P8,100++ overnight 
P15,000++ 2 consecutive nights 
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DIAMOND HOTEL 
PHILIPPINES 
Roxas Boulevard comer Dr. J. Quintos Street, Manila 1000 Philippines 
Telephone (632) $28 3000, Fax (632) 526 2255 
www.diamondhotel.com 


eae 


How can you 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2006 


make money 


in a niche market? 


Q: PM NEW IN MARKET- 
ing. My background is 
accounting. Because 1 
keep dabbling in mar- 
keting, Tve recently 
been transferred to mar- 
keting as a product man- 
ager. We're in the fast 
moving consumer goods 
(FMCG) business but we're a local firm. 
The marketing training that our company’s 
training budget approved for me consisted 
of attending marketing seminars and con- 
ferences. I recently attended a marketing 
seminar where one of the speakers talked 
about market segmentation. In one por- 
tion of his talk, he said mass marketing is 
dead. It’s marketing to market segments 
that’s the name today of the marketing 
game. In fact, he said, it’s fast becoming a 
niche marketing game. He did not elabo- 
rate on niche marketing but simply defined 
aniche as “a small market that larger com- 
panies like the multinationals won't bother 
about.” I wanted to ask a question but 
there was not enough time during the Q&A 
period. My accounting training led me to 
wonder how my company can make money 
in a niche. After all, the speaker himself 
said that a niche is a small market. 

‘A: In our own marketing seminars, we've 
been asked this question before by those new 
to marketing or non-marketers who have been 
transferred to marketing or given marketing 
responsibilities. The key marketing concept to 
apply here is the market size concept. When 
you heard the reference to a “small market,” 
that’s about the niche population size. Is the 
population size that’s small. The market size 
concept tells you that a niche's population size 
is not that niche's market size. Let's recall the 
market size definition: 

(Niche population size) x (Niche product 
usage frequency) x (Niche average spending) 
= Niche market size 

As you can readily calculate in your ac- 
counting trained mindset, the two multipliers 
of “usage frequency” and “average spending” 
can make a niche with even a very small pop- 
ulation size become a larger market size than 
a market segment with a population size 
that’s multiple of a niche's. 

Consider our favorite example of the Class 
AB niche as compared to the large population 
sized segment of Class DE for vitamin. In pop- 
ulation size, the DE segment is about 7 times 
the AB niche. But because the average AB 
niche consumer takes vitamins everyday, 


“Dr. Ned Roberto if 
& Ardy Roberto 


twice a day, it has an 
annual usage fre- 
quency of 730 (365 
x2) versus the aver- 
age DE segment 
consumer's annual 
usage frequency of 
6. The average DE 
consumer takes vita- 
mins only when he/she is sick. Average illness 
‘occurrence is twice a year at an average peri- 
od of 6 days per illness. Vitamin consumption 
is at an average of half the illness period. So 
these statistics make for an annual average 
usage frequency of 6 [= (6 days of illness)/2) 
x (2times a year)] 

Just taking in consideration the first multi- 
plier, namely, usage frequency, the AB niche 
has a market size of 730 (=(1 population size 
index) x (730 usage frequency)] versus the 
DE segments market size of only 42 [= (7 
population size index) x (6 usage frequen- 
cy)). That means the market size of the AB 
“small” market niche is at least 17 times the 
market size of the DE “large” marker seg- 
ment! We said “at least” because this is con- 
sidering only one of the two multipliers for 
computing market size. In population size, i's 
the reverse: the DE segment is seven times the 
AB niche's population size. So always think 
“market size” and not “population size.” Your 
making money comes much more from mar- 
ket size and not just from population size. 


Examples of “nicheing” 

‘Today, market niches are all around you ... 
even in the mass market. Look at Unilever’s de- 
odorant brand, “Axe.” This brand successfully 
made sales and profit by “nicheing” into the 
population of young men, not all of them, but 
only those young men who are “after a deep 
relationship with a gir” That a niche, a small 
population size. But their usage frequency is 
high and willing to pay a premium for a de- 
odorant specifically tailored to their needs. We 
understand from our Unilever friends that it is 
now the main contributor to the more than 10 
percent growth in the company's participation 
in the deodorant category! There's a local 
equivalent (though in a different category) to 
Axe. That's Eskinol’s “Master”, the Eskinol for a 
special niche of young men. 

‘The extreme in market nicheing is in real 
property marketing. Look at Ayala Land. Its 
initial target market was the niche of all nich- 
es: the very few and countable Class AAA con- 
sumers. Yet selling to this niche, say, a less 

HOW CAN/B23 


NON ree 
Now, it’s easier for you to own a house! 


ar 

FIXED INTEREST RATES” 
4st year only 9.75% p.a. 
2 years 10.50% p.a. 
3 years 11.25% p.a. 
4 & 5 years 11.50% p.a. 


Call S28.5555 


Ë “Rates are valid for applications received 
from January 1 to February 15, 2006 only. 


GE CHINABANK 


HONMEPLUS 


REAL ESTATE LOAN 


For more inquiries, please call or 
| visit any of our China Bank branches 


y r See flyers for detalis. 
or e-mail us at homeplus@chinabank.ph 


$e DER tao. 7359. Series of 2005. 
Visit us at www.chinabank.ph GZ CHINABANK 
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PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
Deposits insured up to P250,000 per depositor 


Your success is our business 
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FACE-HUGGING 
metal easyerider 
glasses 


HE 
Roberto 
Cavalli 


Eyewear line, 
produced by 
Marcolin, clev- 
erly interprets 
the moods of 
the Italian de- 
signer’s fashion 
collection. 

The collection, 
which features both 
sunglasses and pre- 
scription frames, is 
expected to hit Mani- 
la stores soon. In 
fact, sunglasses are 
initially available at 
Rustan’s Makati and 
Alabang. 

The line offers 
close-fitting and dar- 
ing shapes in bold 
colors and intricate 
details: cross-over 
on the bridge, with 
appealing knot inter- 
sections, or temples 
enriched by applica- 
tions in diamante, in 
designs suggesting 
the symbols of the 
snake. 

large and en 
veloping masks are 
making a comeback. 
They have a double 
bridge coming either 
plain or cutting into 
the lens to form a 
heart right in the 
center of the frame 
in the metal ver- 
sions. The acetate 
versionsare in decid- 
edly retro style, 
harking back to the 
°70s, all of them very 
large, in pearly or 
lacquer effect color- 
ings. 

The acetate mod- 
els come in dark 
tones such as gloss 
black and dark 
brown. At times the 
Logo is positioned on 
the temple, on a hor- 
izontal plaque, or on 
the cusp between 
front and temple. 

‘The Robert Cavalli 
Eyewear line is ex- 
clusively distributed 
by The Optoline, Ine, 
in the Philippines. 


LARGE and close- 
fitting Cavalli 
eyewear 


GLAMOROUS 
combined sunglasses 
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SUNGLASSES in acetate 
with logo engraved 

in contrasting colors 

on the temple length 


METAL-FRAME 
spectacles 


[ANDIGAINFACCESS$1 O10! 
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ners 
CARINA Cruz, Dboy Trofeo and Arnel Murillo 


TALENTED Isay 
Alvarez 


ane 
NS LT 
Ma MBs 
EVA NEAL al 
LAS VEGAS high-rollers Robert and Minda 
Fernandez with Karen Davila 


BIMBO Cerrudo 


i 
EX 
fim, à à 
LEON 
| CLOSEST of pals forever. Mike TAJ Tajanlangit and Thomas 
ra and Louie Cruz 


VIVIAN Velez and husband, international 


businessman Sam Groskof QE, 


| LOWEST Gross 
champion Lucio 
“Bong” Tan Jr. 


Visa International country manager James 
Dixon and Davao-based Samuel Labang 


MABUHAY Miles Elite members Wilbert Tan, 
Johnny Siao, Jesus Jalandoni and Raymond 
Lazaro 


marketing support 
Felix}. Cruz 


on oration 
sal 


name SG 


CESAR Quindara 


HARD-TO-BEAT 
singer Pinky Marquez 


FAB Robert Seña 


NE THING ABOUT EXPERTS IS THAT 
they can do what they do best with 
thelr eyes shut, palanggas. But in the 

case of the popular events management spe- 

cialist, Thoughts and Notions, they did it with 
their lips sealed as well. 

Brilliant Carina Cruz, owner of Thoughts 
and Notions, organized a simple birthday din- 
ner for her friends and clientele at the poolside 
of the exclusive Paseo Parkview Suites. 

It was a chill-out evening of caviar, salmon, 
fresh oysters and great fun, But when Carina’s 
rah! rah! team is gathered, palanggas, it can’t 
be “just another event.” 

So Carina's friends all came to give her a 
rousing greeting: television's Karen Davila; 
Gito Beltran, host of “Straight Talk”, numero 
uno publicist Louie Cruz and his brother, Mato 
Cruz; Sandro Rieta of Mc Sandro Bistro, ev- 
eryone's favorite restaurant in Boracay; Larry 
Leviste; Rowena Cuyco; and Dboy Trofeo. 

My big boss, Letty Jimenez Magsanoc, 
with Nancy Carvajal, joined the bash. By this 
time, Armand Cruz, Al Bantol, PJ and Rame- 
lyn Francisco, Rey Memjie, Peggy Santos, 
Fides Alejandro, Pia Fernandez, Verna Vil- 
lanueva, Roy Repalda, Willie Munji and Ce- 
sar Kindara, plus others like them, had a blast 
tothe max. 

Suddenly, Carina was pulled aside by one of 
her guests, who was having 
‘what appeared to be a lover's 
spat with her boyfriend in 
the midst of the party. The 
celebrator took no time in 
consoling her pal. Little did 
Carina know, that as she re- 
joined her party, 40 cakes to 
match her age, each cake 
with a candle, were brought 
to her It was a surprise gift 
from Louie Cruz! 

Carina was floored, Four 
of her close chums—singers 
Isay Alvarez, Robert Seña, Pinky Marquez 
and Bimbo Cerrudo—belted out an amazing 
a cappella birthday song and got the happen- 
ing on a roll until way, way past the crowing of 
the roosters. 

‘That night was definitely a testimony to 
how an occasion, however ordinary, can be 
made extraordinary by creative staging, The 
difference was that the tables were turned, 
making the usually cool Carina awed, 


WITHOUT 
BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Golf for miles 

Hey, all those golf lovers and members of 
the Mabuhay Miles Elite and Premier Elite of 
Philippine Airlines’ frequent flyer program, got 
together at the Riviera Golf Club for the annual 
Mabuhay Miles Elie invitational Golf Tourna- 
ment, palanggas. 

Young taipan Lucio “Bong” Tan Jr, hotshot 
executive vice president of Fortune ‘Tobacco 
Corp, scored a cool three over par 74 at the 
tough Langer course 

‘Another taipan, Stewart Go, president of 
Philippine Fabrikoid Inc., carded a net 68, ona 
gross round of 79. 

Needless to say, palanggas, both gentlemen 
emerged as the day's big winners. There were 
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Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kadak EasyShare 


HEY, l'M 40! The celebrator Carina Cruz with 40 cakes brought in by her 40 invitees 


Surprise birthday bash; hot golf tournament 


and Brunei Rocson Chang, SM marketing communics 
Singapore Ambassador Lim Kheng Hua and Keppel Properties Phils. vice president Ng Chin Fei 


a record 300 players during the awesome 
event, superbly sponsored by Airbus, GE Air- 
craft Engines, HSBC, Metrobank Card Corp., 
dahlings. 

Valeriano “Bones” Floro actually finished 
three strokes better than Stewart Go, but he 
had a lower handicap and had to settle for 
Class A honors with a net 69. 

‘This tournament had for its corporate spon- 
sors AAR International, Adidas Philippines, 
DHL Express and Subic Bay Distribution. 

The Class C crown was 
hotly contested as Vince 
Solon, Ferdinand Dimaisip 
{ and Edwin Arceo carded net 
70s, But in the end, V Solon 
brought home the bacon. 

Banker Rommel Latina- 
zo's net 72 enabled him to 
top Class D, over Gaudencio 
Valerio and Cinderella Mar- 
keting Corp. vice president 
Richard Santos, who both 
had net 73s. 

Nestlé Philippines, Nivea 
Sun, Samsonite, Spring and Visa International 
were some of the events minor sponsors, with 
Century Park as official hotel of the toura- 
‘ment, palanggas. 

Hot lady Lilibeth de Villa dominated the 
ladies' division with a super impressive 72 out 
of a gross 91, while Jose Antonio Lim ruled 
the guests’ division with a net 68 from 81. 

Après a totally great game, it was time to 
party, Fantastic entertainment was dished out 
by Asia Agcaoili, Gino Padilla, and Sheree. 
‘The emcee, our palangga Archie Lacson, kept 
the members in complete attention. 

On top of the major prizes, Philippine Air- 
lines gave away Mabuhay Class tickers to Los 
‘Angeles, Honolulu, Sydney, Saigon and Hong 
Kong. Now if that ain't awesome, I don't know 
whats. 
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Singapore roadshow 
‘The “Uniquely Singapore; Uniquely Podi- 
um” event launched the Singapore Tourism 


TAKING a breather 
on the greens. Airbus 
area sales director 
Len Battrum 


94 pnitippine Airlin oe i 


ili x. 
www.philippineairlines.con, 5 
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THE PODIUM 
mali manager 
Stephen Tan 


NANCY Harel with our 
supah pal Tim Yap 


Board-Philippines (STB-P) series of fun-desti- 
nation roadshows. 

‘The highlight was a dance extravaganza 
with the Sindaw Philippine Performing Arts 
Guild performing the cultural dances of Singa- 
pore's four major races—Chinese, Malay, Indi- 
an and Eurasian. It was amazing to watch this 
performance as we got a glimpse of Singa- 
pore's rich and colorful culture. 

Several lucky guests took home fantastic 
giveaway items from STB-P The top prizes 
were several ar tickets to Singapore, natch! 

Members of the Singaporean community 
were tres visible. Leading the pack were Singa- 
pore Ambassador Lim Keng Hua and Keppel 
Properties Philippines country head Sin Wai 
Meng and vice president Ng Chin Fei. Also, 
there were representatives from the travel in- 
dustry 

Podium shoppers who met the minimum re- 
quired amount of purchases got to spin the 
Uniquely Singapore wheel for a chance to win 
20 free air tickets to the Lion City. Wow! 

STB-P will bring the roadshow to other 
malls. It has been mounting the Singapore des- 
‘ination roadshows for three years now and 
the activity has been a huge success, palang- 


GOLF aficionados 
Rudy Gamut, Gene 
Lim, Camilo Bitong 
and Theodore de 
Jesus 


‘CEREMONIAL 
tec-offby PAL 
president Jaime 
Bautista 
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jewelry show © 


JEWELRY ENTHUSIASTS WILL HAVE THE 
‘opportunity to see and purchase Philippine-made 
Jewelry from nine of the country’s foremost jewel- 
ers allin one show. "Mag-aalahas: The Philippine 
Jewellery Show" will be held Feb. 3-5 at the left 
Wing of Glorietta 4. Itis organized by the Guild of 
Philippine Jewellers inc. (GPJI). The fair features 
the collections of Acme Jewelry Inc., Alcon Jew- 
elry Inc., Dam Good Stuff Inc., Goldcrafters, 
Goldenas Jewellery Inc., M. Lhuillier Jewellers, 
New Life Jewelry, Oro Y Plata, and Sterling Gifts 
inc. 

‘The “Mag-aalahas” 
show is one of the activ- 
ities lined up in celebra- 
tion of the guild's 20th 
anniversary this year. 
Philexport is partially 
funding the event. 

Call 7281722 or 7281726. 


GOINGS 
ON 


SALE. Folded and Hung (F&H) treats loyal and 
new customers to an “End of Season Sale,” until 
Feb. 28, Big discounts await shoppers. 


HOMECOMING. St. Scholastica’s San Fernando 
Alumni Association will hold a grand homecom- 
ing 9a.m. -3 p.m. tomorrow at St. Scholastica's 
‘Academy, Cer-hill San Agustin, San Fernando 
City, Pampanga. Call Tachi de Leon Narciso at 
(0817) 8549728, Polly Chua Basilla (0919) 
6506800, and Nora Ku-Pangilinan (0917) 
6220026. 


GARDEN EXHIBIT. The Ayala Alabang Village 
Garden Club (AAVGC) will hold its annual garden 
exhibit starting today until Feb. 12 at the village's 
park on Narra Street, Ayala’Alabang, Muntinlupa 
City. This year's theme is “Gardens of the Worid 
Part Il.” Ts 


GARDEN FESTIVAL. Flora Filipina Expo, an inter- 
national garden festival, will be held Feb. 23- 
March 5, at Clamshell 1, in Intramuros. During 
the formal launch of the expo, a memorandum of 
agreement that would make Philippine gardens 
tourist destinations was signed by the Depart- 
‘ment of Tourism, Philippine Orchid Society and 
Philippine Horticultural Society. 

Expected to attend the event are local and foreign 
hobbyists, plant experts, traders, and tour orga- 
nizers. A conference will be held at the Manila 
Hotel on the latest technologies, trends and glob- 
al demands of the horticulture industry. Call 
4001993 or visit wwew.philorchid society.org 


SEMINARS. CFS Creative Training and Manage“ 
mentis holding the following seminars: “Oevel- 
oping Excellent Business Communication Skills” 
(8 a.m.-5 p.m., Feb. 10), “Effective Supervisory 
Skills” (9 a.m.-5 p.m., Feb. 17, ), "Purchasir 
Management” (9 a.m.-5 p.m., Feb. 11 ), "Ware- 
house Management” (9 a.m.-5 p.m., Feb. 18) and 
“Managing Your Money Effectively” (9 a.m.-12 
‘noon, Feb. 23 ). Call 8697960, 8232358, 
8234825. 


SINGING TILT. Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall holds 
"Melodies on Strings” acoustic singing contest. 
It's open to amateur singing couples 15 years old 
and above; one should sing while his/her partner 
plays a musical instrument. Get an entry form at 
the ad and promo department and attach a P300 
single or accumulated purchase receipt from the 
Department Store dated Jan. 2-Feb. 6, with a 
photocopy of the couple's birth certificates or 
any valid IDs with birthdates and 3R close-up 
photos, Finals will be held 4 p.m., Feb. 10, at the 
Entertainment Center. Grand winners will get 
P15,000 cash and gift certificates. Call 6811401 
local 109 


INVENTORY SALE. The Ayala Museum Shop is 
holding an inventory sale until Feb. 28. Avail of 
up to 80-percent discount on Museum Shop 
products that are inspired by the Museum's spe- 
cial exhibitions and permanent collection. The 
Museum Shop is at the Ayala Museum, Makati 
Avenue corner De la Rosa Street, Greenbelt Park, 
Makati. 

The shop is open 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Monday to Fri- 
day; and 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. 
Gall 7577117 local 32. 


REVIEW PROGRAM. De La Salle-College of Saint 
Benllde offers a review program for the Foreign 
Service Officer's Examination, April 18-May 18. 
‘The review program will cover the following sub- 
Jects: Philippine Foreign Policy, international 
Law, Treaties and International Organizations, 
Consular and Diplomatic Practice, international 
Economics and Trade: Theory and Practice, Poli- 
tics and Governance, World and Asian History, 
Environmental Diplomacy, and Special Concerns 
and Issues In International Politics and Diploma- 
cy. Program fee Is P8,000. Classes held 6-9 p.m. 
Registration Is open until April 3 only. Cali the 
Consular and Diplomatic Affairs Department, 
School of Multidisciplinary Studies of DLS-CS8 
‘at §267441 to 47 local 202, or e-mail sms@dis- 
csb.edu.ph. 
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‘THE UNIVERSITY of 


the Philippines High 
‘School Class 1956 
celebrates its golden 
anniversary Feb. 22-28. 
Call 8177905, 8151538, 
8131452, 7512232, 
0919-2505512, and 
0919-6948788 during 
office hours, or fax 
8181387, or e-mail 
argus@netgazer.com.ph. 
In photo: Malabon City 
Mayor Canuto “Tito” 
Oreta (center) with the 
steering committee 
members (from left}: 
Jose Pascual, Class 1956 
alumni president; 
Melchor Elegado, chair; 
Frank Libatique; and 
Rey Asuncion, head 
Ways and Means. 


NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICANTS 
FOR SY 2006-2007 
Admission Exams Schedule 
Grade 2 to College 
JANUARY 14826, 2006, 
FEBRUARY : 11 & 25,2008 
MARCH | 11825,2006 
APRIL 88 22,2006, 
May 138-27, 2006 


Casa and Grade 1 interview Schedule 
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pez) OPERATION BROTHERHOOD 
MONTESSORI CENTER, INC. 


‘West: Hip ha cbmontessti ed ph 


Déc Line: (Admissions) 729060 (Cale) 723-9064 E-malregistrar@abmentessa edu ph + 


‘ACADEMIC PROGRAMS: 

TODDLERS PROGRAM 
PRE-SCHOOL (Casa) 
GRADE SCHOOL COSMIC CURRICULUM 
PROFESSIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
COLLEGE 

+ Year Diploma Course in Food Seve 

+ Bach in Food Managemen! major in Food Sevice 

+ Bachelor in Early Cod Education 

(wd speciation in the Montessori Preschool Method) 

For Degree Holders: 

+ Prfency Course in Montessori Pre-School Education (1 year) 

+ Prolessona Education (18 uns) 


STA ANa, 

ZA Pado GI Steet 

Sa a. an. 

Ta Non. Sue 
EE 


Stee 
‘east 
Er 


Innovating Lifelong Education 


i 


| 


Compaq Presario B1821TU | 


Notebook PC 
Utreportable 
+ “Intel® Centrino” Mobile Technology 
- Intel® Pentium® M Processor 7404* 


= Intel? Pro/Wireless 2200 802.11 0/6 


Wireless Connection 

Genuine Windows® XP Home 
Intel® 9156M Chipset 

512MB Memory 

60GB Herd Disk Drive 
DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive 

Ace’ digital memory reader slot 
(SD/SDIO, MMC, Memory Stick, 
Memory Stick PRO} 

Intel" Extreme Graphics Media 
Accelerator 900 

12" (30.480) WXGA 

with BrightView 

‘Processor 740 

(2MB Cache, 1.73GHz, 533MHz FSB) 


P89,950 


Compaq 
recommends 
Windows® 

xP Professional 


uy NOW 


Call (632) 867-3557, or Toll-free 1-800-1441-6688 


Power has never b 


in mobile computing technology that include a -in- 


een this fashionable. 


Jazz up your wardrobe with the Compaq Presario B1821TU Notebook PC powered by Intel® Centrino® 
Mobile Technology. At 3cm thick and in a classy casing that weighs only 1.57kg®, this sleek and 
stylish notebook PC is a welcome addition to your personal style. It comes loaded with the latest 


Digital Media Reader, 12° Widescreen display 


enhanced by HP BrightView Technology and HiFi stereo sound. Plus, with a 6-cell battery that 
ensures three hours on a single charge, you're sure to get your job done and in style. 


e.g 


Tran / Wioescreen 
+ Inet Contin Mile Technology 
etal Penton? M Processor 780% 
Inte Pro/Wireless 220006 WLAN 
802.11078 Wireless Conection 
+ Genuine Winaows® XP Home 
+ Inge 9156M Chipset 
51248 memory 
+ 80GB Hard Disk Dove 
+ DVDRW Drive 
+ 5in1 Gal memory reader siet (x0, S0, 
MMC, Memory Stick, Memory Stick PRO 
sn Smart Mesa) 
+ lout Graphics Media Accelerator 900 
+ 14 (95:56) WXGA (1280x 768) 
Processor 750 
12M8 Cache, 1 BSGHe_ S33MHZ FSB) 


P99,950 


Tan / Widescreen 


+ Genuine Window 


+ 25648 Memory 
+ GOGB Hard Disk 


“Processor 740 
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Compaq Presario B2815TX 
Notebook PC 
Fu Features 
+ Inet Centrino® Mobile Technology 
late Pentium® M Processor 740% 
ete Pro/ Wireless 2200 WLAN 
802.1108 Wesiess Conection 
+ Genuine Windows? XP Home 
+ inter 915PM Chipset 
+ 512M8 Memory 
+ 608 Hara Disk Orive 
+ D¥O/CORW Combo Drive 
~ 4nd agral memory reader siot (SD, 
MMC, Memory Suck and Memory Suck 
PRO) 
+ AT Motany™ Radeon X6OOSE 128M8 
Hyper Memary 
427 (35 Be XGA wan Bagpeview D 
Processor 740 
28 Coche. 1.73GHz. 5332 FSB) 


P94,950 


Notebook PC 
ae / Product 


+ Fre000S 
+ 255M8 Memory 
+ 4008 Hara Desk. 


+ Inte wireless 2 


Click www.hp.com.ph 
Visit Your Local Retailer 
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Compaq Presatfo V2318AP 
Notebook PC 


+ intere Centrino” Mobile Technology 
inter Perum? M Processor 740° 
Inter Pro/ Wireless 220086 WLAN 
802.11078 Wireless Conecton 
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+ DVD/CD-RW Combe Drive 

+ Gin gai memory reader siot (xD, SD, 
MMC, Memory Stok, Memory Suck PRO 
and Smart Mesa) 

+ tet Graphics Media Accelerator 900 

+ 187 (85.56em) WXGA (1280 x 768) 


(268 Cache, 1.730, 533MHE FSS) 


P84,950 


802.11878 Welass Conection 


P41,950 
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Compaq Presario M2217AP 
Notebook PC 
Value / Produit 
+ Intel® Centrino® Mote Technology 
Intel Pentium® M Processor 740%? 
Intel Pro/Wireless 220086 WLAN 
802.116/¢ Wireless Conection 
+ Genuine Windows® XP Home 
+ inet 8156M Chipset 
+ 256MB Memory 
+ 4068 Hora Disk Drive 
+ DVD/CDRW Combo Drive 
+ Bind eigai memory reader siot (XD, SD, 
MMC, Memory Suck, Memory Stick PRO 
and Smart media) 
+ ite! Graphics Media Accelerator 800 
+ 15" (38.10m) XGA 
Processor 740 
(28 Cene. 1.73GHz. S33MH? FSB) 


P69,950 
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Compaq Presario M2235AP 


ie Celeron? M Processor 370° 
LIMB Cache, 1.50Ghz, 400MHz FSB) 


Drive 


+ OVD/CDRW Combo Drive 

2 Gin igral memory reader siot (xD. 
SD. MMC, Memory Suck, Memory Stick 
PRO and Smart Moca) 

+ lot Graphs Media Accelerator 800 

#45" (38.10m) XGA 
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lakaom packages or6 avoioble ai 0% interest installment Pl eG 
Visit any participating HP PC shop now and see Instore posters for more defais. 


www.pldtweroam.com 
wwmbpcomph (632) 067-3557 (632) 874-7474 


tole 1800-1441-4488 


Participating HP PC Shops: * Accent Micro/PC Live - 6344190 * Complink/E Hub - 6871234 * Electrowoild - 7472054 * HP Home & Business Center - 7526821 * HP Store (DLSU-Tolt) - 5263245 
+ The Computer Authority - 9141270 * Villman - 929041 1-12 * HP Store (Ng Khal) Cebu - (032) 4120688 


Puces Include E-VAT. 0% Interest Instolment plans are subject lo he condilions sel by Ie paticipating 
Included in PLOT Wekoom's unimiled usage. PLDT WaRoam & a produc! of PLOT. HP is o product of Hewieti-Pockord 
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ASHION DESIGNER AND CELEBRATED 
WRAP artist Dita Sandico Ong brought her in- K 
genious use of natural woven fabrics and in- | + 

digenous weaves to Guam upon the invitation ofthe | SÇ P55! 

Pangasinan Ladies Club of Guam, a local civic orga- | + 

nization headed by Lita Gagaoin. ZPR 

‘The fashion show featured more than 80 outfits worn by over 50 — FE 
models. The pieces ranged from children’s dresses to modern Filip- VAN 
ina bridal finery and the new DSO-OMO barong. MAKATI BEL-AIR BRANCH 


Men's beachwear, wom by local Chamorro in multicolored fy | C GZ ODIY. Tel. 751-6140 / 0917-9649828 
pants and bright sarongs, opened the show, followed by ladies in A i V LA SM FAIRVIEW BRANCH 


RE Y Skin Station Tel. 939-1105 
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Want Sam? 


NIKE OUTLET SCORES 
HIGH AT PASEO DE 
SANTA ROSA 


If Nike says just do it, it meant 
every word. At least that was how this 
popular sporting brand made a niche 
in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. All it did was 
find a good spot to showcase its 
quality, markdown-priced shoes and 
gear. Greenfield City's commercial 
hub, Paseo De Santa Rosa tumed out 
just perfect. 

Says owner Miguel Celdran, " 
‘Actually, I looked for a place in the 
North like Bulacan but was not able 
to find a place as great as Pasco De 
Santa Rosa. So, when a space was 
offered to me I grabbed it!" 


remains rt 


Just Nike 

Nike is one among the pioneering 
outlet stores in Paseo De Santa Rosa. 
Celdran was only too happy the store 
easily picked up not only by 
customers in and around Sta. Rosa but 
Manila as well, “It was à pleasant 
surprise really. Initially, we thought 
we would only be catering to the local 
market. When Paseo De Santa Rosa 
suddenly became a shopping 
destination, it opened our store to a 
bigger market.” 

Paving the way for the opening of 
stores in Alabang and Lipa, Batangas, 
Celdran was adamant the one in Paseo 
De Santa Rosa ranks high in sales, 
“When I opened a store here, it was 
merely to sell our so-called dated 
products. It was more like a clearance 
house. Somehow, it became the most 
successful outlet store with sales 
comparable to Manila shops." 


Swoosh is it 

A store bearing a simple yet distinc- 
tive swoosh at the entryway does not 
need the hype just to get noticed. À lot 
of local residents and transient 
shoppers usually make a routine stop 
here to check out what's available. 

Celdran believes this so because it 
offered a lot of choices, "Most of the 
goods sold here come from our Manila 
stores so shoppers can choose from a 
wide array of footwear and apparel at 
discounted rates." 

Bigger and Better Paseo De Santa 
Rosa With Paseo De Santa Rosa's À À is € 
current expansion, Celdran feels | |; 'Ẹ ERE Se 2 AOR AN 
confident it will create new F d © ayd 
opportunities not only for Nike but for 
other brands as well, "I'm very 
impressed at the way Greenfield De- 
velopment Corporation is managing 
Paseo De Santa Rosa. Now that Nike 
is doing pretty well here, I am looking 
into opening fashion outlets to carry 
our brands like United Colors of 
Benetton, Sisley and Gas jeans. 

Celdran is quite optimistic fashion i ce OU 
brands will be equally successful, "If N va om j DONS 
the development continues, I'm sure is 
our fashion brand outlets will do 
extremely well at Paseo De 
Santa Rosa." 

Paseo De Santa Rosa is the retail 
and commercial component of 
Greenfield City. It is envisioned to 
become a town center that provides i Mi pM a 
valued services i to varying | Ñ x RESERVE Nove 
customers’ taste and preferences. 

Boost your business today! Be | A ‘Call 420-8003 or (049)541 
among Paseo De Santa Rosa y 
successful tenants! 

Call 420-8003 or (049) 541-2845, 1 S 
Fe || PASEO 3 OPENING SOON! & _ Ge 

or log on to www.greenfield.com.ph. ° fi EEN 
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By Tanya Sevilla for the MMFGF 


anila, 19 January 2005. 

; M Graham, the son of 

the renowned evangelist Billy 

© Graham, is in Manila to carry out the 

great commission to deliver Christ’s 

message of salvation. Hope abounds in 

§ the Philippines as the Metro Manila 

2 Franklin Graham Festival takes place at 

Š the Rizal Park, Quirino Grandstand, on 
Ÿ February 2 to 5, 2006. 


<The Metro Manila Franklin Graham Festival is an 
% evangelical event that aims to bring the gospel of 
Z Jesus Christ to the greatest number of Filipinos, be- 
‘ginning in Metro Manila and effectively to the 
= whole nation. Evangelist Franklin Graham was in- 
Z vited to conduct the festival by the evangelical 
© Christian churches in the Philippines composed of 
7 the Alliance of Baptist Councils (ABC), National 
© Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP), 
Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches (PCEC), 
lippines for Jesus Movement - Jesus is Lord 
‘Church (PJM-JIL), and the Independent Churches 
© and Christian Organizations with the cooperation 
of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 
X” Franklin Graham's father, Dr. Billy Graham, visited 


g 


ETTET 


x. 


METRO MANILA 


Fran ein 


Rev. Franklin Graham 


the Philippines in September 1977 for the Metro 
Manila Billy Graham Crusade, which was also held 
at the Quirino Grandstand. Continuing the work his 
father started, Franklin has led as many as five 
evangelistic festivals each year around the worid. 
Graham is committed to visiting many smaller areas 
where his father’s crusades normally would not go. 
This is Franklin's first festival in Asia and will use 
the Philippine Festival as a gateway to more festi- 
vals in this region. Already, the Okinawa, Japan Fes- 
tival is set for November 2006. 

‘The Metro Manila Franklin Graham Festival is part 
of a worldwide mission to mobilize the greatest num- 
ber of people to hear the Gospel and be invited to re- 
spond, to be disciplined and integrated in the local 


Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association Fact Sheet 
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Church to worship and serve the Lord. 

Volunteer organizers of the Metro Manila Franklin 
Graham Festival are already conducting prayer ral- 
lies, training sessions, and other preparations to re- 
ceive anticipated large crowds at each night of the fes- 
tival. Preparations began as far back as January 2005. 

Everyone is invited to go to the festival and bring 
their friends and loved ones along to worship, pray, 
and hear God's message of hope and freedom. The 
MMFGF happens at 6:30 p.m. from February 2 to 4 
(Thursday to Saturday) and 5:00 p.m. on February 5 
(Sunday). Parents are invited to bring their children 
to “Pistang Pambata” on February 4 at 8:00-a:m For 
more information, call the Festival Office at 916-3014 
or check the website at www.mmfgforg: °” 


Billy Graham and his 
son Franklin Graham 


Growing Up 
Graham 


“Just being the son of Billy Graham won't 
get me into heaven.” (Franklin Graham, 
1996) 

William Franklin Graham III, born July 
14, 1952, is the fourth of five children of 
evangelist Billy Graham and his wife, 
Ruth Bell Graham. Raised ina log home in 
the Appalachian Mountains outside 
Asheville, N.C., Franklin now lives in the 
mountains of Boone, N.C. 

At age 22, after a period of rebellion 
and traveling the world, Franklin commit- 
ted his life to Jesus Christ while alone ina 
hotel room in Jerusalem. Soon after, Dr. 
Bob Pierce, founder of Samaritan's Purse, 
invited Franklin to join him on a six-week 
mission to Asia. It was during that time 
that Franklin felt a calling to work with 


Š Chairman: 


William Franklin “Billy” Graham II since 1950 
~ President/CEO: 


William Franklin Graham III since 2000 


hurting people in areas of the world af- 


1950, by Billy Graham 
‘The following are the ministries of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 


© Billy Graham Crusades - Billy Graham has preached the Gospel to more than 210 million people in live au- 
2 diences at hundreds of crusades, missions, and evangelistic rallies, including Mission World and Global Mission, 
7 in North America and around the world. He also developed the early use of television specials in the 1950s, 
Í which today are regularly broadcast in prime time in almost every market in the United States and Canada, 

reaching an average of 3 million households per telecast. 


© Franklin Graham Festivals - Since 
1989, Franklin Graham has preached the 
Gospel at more than 100 evangelistic festi- 
vals in 33 states and 17 other countries. The 
BGEA appointed Franklin Graham CEO in 
2000 and president of the organization in 
2001. He has served as first vice-chairman of 
the BGEA since 1995. Franklin also serves as 
president of Samaritan’s Purse, an interna- 
tional relief organization based in Boone, 
NC 
© My Hope - Through this innovative 
movement for personal evangelism across @ 
nation, churches and Christian families are 
encouraged, trained, and mobilized ro open 
their homes to friends and neighbors and 
share the Gospel using television broadcasts 
roduced by the BGEA in the local languages. 
ince the program was launched in 2002, 1.6 
million people in 11 countries have made de- 
sions for Christ. More than 704,000 of 


chose were in Colombia in 2004, marking the 


largest evangelistic campaign in a “single 
country in BGEA history 

© Decision Magazine - The official 
monthly publication of the BGEA, founded in 
1960, has a circulation of more than one mil- 
lion - making it one of the largest religious 
periodicals in the world. issues include mes- 
sages by Billy and Franklin Graham; Bible 
studies and devotional helps; practical fea- 
tures on Christian living; inspiring personal 
testimonies; event reports; and news of evan- 
gelism around the world 

© Billy Graham Training Center at The 
Cove - This retreat center opened in 1991 to 
offer multi-day seminars on a variety of 
Christian subjects. Located on 1,500 wood- 
land acres in Asheville, N.C., the Billy Gra- 
ham Training Center features nationally rec- 
ognized speakers throughout the year. The 
‘Training Center also offers the Cove Camp 
for youth ages 9-15, to experience spiritual 
growth and adventure. 


| About Franklin Graham 


-On à cold November night in 1983, 31- 
‘year-old Franklin Graham, son of evange- 
list Billy Graham, was asked to preach for 
the first time in his life. Longtime friend 
and evangelist John Wesly White urged 
Franklin to share the pulpit for one night. 
‘To Graham, whose job as the head of relief 
‘organization Samaritan’s Purse often put 
him in buller-dodging, life and death situa- 
tions, the task was a daunting one. Not on- 
ly did he have to overcome the pressure of 

* following in his father’s mighty footsteps, 
but he also had to overcome à rebellious 
past that include drinking, smoking, and 
running from God. 

Franklin reluctantly accepted the invita- 
tion and preached that night, with surpris- 
ing results, especially for the son of Billy 

: Graham. Not one of the 1,000 people in at- 

; tendance responded when Graham issued 
the call for them to “come forward” and 
give their lives to Christ. Following that 
disheartening experience, Graham swore 

À. he'd never preach again 

But White felt sure Franklin had a gift 


like his father’s and finally persuaded him 
to preach again in 1989 at an evangelistic 
Festival in Juneau, Alaska. This time, the 
people responded. “They packed the place, 
drunks and prostitutes," said White. “He 
gave the invitation and they poured down. 

Tr was a miracle, and he knew it.” 

Since then, Franklin has led as many as 5 
evangelistic Festivals each year for the Bily 
Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA). To 
date, he has led more than 100 Festivals in 
locations from Wichita, Kansas, to Sydney, 
Australia, speaking to more than 3.4 million 
people. While he preachedin his largest Fes- 


tival to date in Peru, speaking to 207,000 À 


people, Graham is committed to visiting 
many smaller areas where his father’s cru- 
sades normally would not go. 

“Telling someone else the Good News of 
Jesus Christ is one of the greatest privi- 
Jeges 1 know...” - Franklin Graham 

God set me free from the power of sin 
in my life, Hell do the same for you. He 
loves you. He'll forgive you. He will set you 
free." - Franklin Graham 


© Schools of Evangelism - A group of 
schools to train pastors and Christian leaders 
to more effectively reach out to their local 
communities. Atypical Schoo! of Evangelism 
consists of 2 % days of intense training in the 
preparations to do evangelism through the 
local church and then to teach individuals 
who place their faith in Christ. More than 
109,000 church leaders have participated in 
the schools in North America since their in- 
ception in 1967. 

‘© World Wide Publications - Millions of 
copies of Billy Graham's books, available in 
38 languages, have been distributed around 
the world. Billy Graham titles include Peace 
With God, The Holy Spirit, How To Be Bor 
Again, Angels: God's Secret Agents, Facing 
Death and The Life After, Storm Warning, 
and Just As 1 Am, Graham's memoirs. 

© World Wide Pictures - Since the debut 
of Mr. Texas, in 1951, Billy Graham evange- 
listie films have been translated into 38 lan- 
guages and viewed by more than 250 million 
people in theaters and churches and on TV 
World Wide Pictures has produced and dis- 
tributed more than 125 productions - from 
15-minute television programs to some 25 
feature-length films, including The Hiding 
Place, PowerPlay, Joni, A Vow to Cherish, The 
Ride, Road to Redemption, The Climb, and 
Last Flight Out. These films are shown at 
prisons and correctional facilities nation- 
wide 

‘© Cutting - Edge Electronic Evangelism 

Radio Programs - The weekly “Hour of De- 
cision” radio program, begun in 1950, is 
broadcast on Sundays to virtually every part 
of the United States and most areas of Cana- 
da. Other countries around the world receive 
the broadcast via short wave and medium 
‘wave radio in four different languages. 

“Telecasts - Television broadcasts of select 
Billy Graham Crusades and Franklin Gra- 
ham Festivals air across North America dur- 
ing prime time. An average of 250 stations 
including some 90 percent of network affili- 
ates - across the United States and Canada 
have carried the telecasts in prime time four 
to six times annually. 

Satellite Broadcasts - The BGEAS strate- 
gic, creative use of broadcast media was 


demonstrated in 1995 through Global 
Mission. This conference in Puerto Rico 
was the most complex technological 
worldwide effort and the largest evange- 
listic outreach in the history of the church. 
‘The event was transmitted via satellite to 
a total of 10 million people at 3,000 loca- 
tions in 185 countries and territories. 

© Billy Graham Response Center - To pro- 
vide information and service to people with 
spiritual needs and questions, the Response 
Center opened in June of 1998. During 2003, 
the center handled more than 23,000 e-mails 
and 200,000 calls from individuals using the 
toll-free number, 1-877-2GRAHAM ( 1-877- 
247-2426 ). The Response Center takes calls 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

© Christian Guidance - The Christian 
Guidance Department in the Charlotte office 
handles leners, telecast follow-up forms, 
phone calls, and e-mail from an average of 
130,000 people annually -many of whom are 
in desperate circumstances, experiencing 
every conceivable type of problem. A 
trained staff responds to spiritual needs 
and matters of biblical concern. 

© TV / Telephone Ministry - The TV / 
Telephone Ministry in conjunction with the 
Billy Graham event telecasts began nation 
wide in March 1981 and has since served 
more than ope million people. From the pri- 
vacy of their homes, people are encouraged 
to call a telephone number on their screen to 
receive spiritual help. 

© Internet ( wwwBillyGraham.org ) 
‘The BGEA Internet outreach includes all of 
the organization's ministries and special 
events online. In 2003, the BGEA Web sites 
logged more than 5.4 million visits with 
some 6, 400 vistors registering a commit- 
ment to Jesus online. Web site visitors can lis- 
ten online to the “Hour of Decision 
program, watch webcasts of events, read De- 
cision magazine, or find response to spiritual 
questions. 

Offices: After 50 years in Minneapolis, 
the organization has relocated its head- 
quarters to The Billy Graham Parkway in 
Charlotte, N. C. The Billy Graham Evange- 
listic Association also has offices in Cana- 
da, Australia, Great Britain, and Germany. 


fected by war, famine, disease, poverty 
and natural disaster. 


Franklin Graham the International 
Relief Worker 

"Ive been called-to the slums of the 
streets and the ditches of the world.” 
(Franklin Graham, 1998) 


Franklin was elected to the board of 
Samaritan's Purse in 1978, and one year 
later, following the death of Dr. Pierce, he 
was elected as the president of the organi- 
zation. Today, he serves as president and 
CEO of the international relief organiza- 
tion headquartered in Boone, N.C. 
Samaritan’s Purse has an annual budget 
of $239 million and provides relief and 
assistance in more than 100 countries 
worldwide. It has international offices in 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Australia, Austria 
plus field offices in more than a dozen de- 
veloping countries. 


Franklin Graham the Evangelist 

“Evangelistic preaching is what Daddy 
does, I never thought I would.” (Franklin 
Graham 1995) 


Franklin conducted his first evangelis: 
tic event in 1989 and committed to spend 
10 percent of his time preaching. Each 
year, he conducts Festivals around the 
‘world as an evangelist for the Billy Gra- 
ham Evangelistic Association (BGEA). 
Since 1989, he has preached to more than 
4 millon people in cities from Johannesburg, 
South Africa to Tupelo, Mississippi. Franklin's 
2005 Festival schedule includes events in Ho- 
bar, Australia; Melbourne, Australia; Asun- 
cion, Paraguay; Lubango, Angola; Chisinea, 
Moldova; Corpus Christi, Texas; and 
Shreveport, La. 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
appointed Franklin Graham CEO in 2000 
and president of the organization in 2001. 
he has served as first vice-chairman of the 
BGEA since 1995. 

Franklin has authored several books, 
including The Name (Thomas Nelson, 
2002), All for Jesus (co-authored with 
Ross Rhoads, Thomas, Thomas Nelson, 
2003), Living Beyond the Limits: A Life 
‘Syne with God (Thomas Nelson, 1998), 
and his autography, Rebel with a Cause: 
Finally Comfortable Being Graham (Auto- 
biography, Thomas Nelson, 1995). 

Franklin and his wife, Jane, live in 
North Carolina and have four children, 
Will, Roy, Edward, and Cissie, and three 
grandchildren., 
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(On September 23, 2004, six Christian leaders repre- 
senting the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches 
(PCEC) in the persons of Bishop Efraim Tendero, Fred 
Magbanua, Cesar Punzalan and Greg Tingson; 
Alliance of Baptist Councils (ABC) President 
Bishop Reuben Abante and IEMELIF Bishop (Re- 
tired) George Castro, invited Franklin Graham, 
son of Dr. Billy Graham and current President 
and CEO of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associ- 
ation (BGEA) to come to Manila to conduct an 
evangelistic Festival. BGEA is a Christian Orga- 
nization based in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
USA. For the past 60 years, BGEA has been 
known worldwide for its passion for preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the ministry 
of Dr Billy Graham. This work is complemented 
by its parmership with Samaritan’ Purse, the Inter- 
national Relief Organization of Franklin Graham. He 
accepted their invitation on December 2, 2004. 

Franklin Graham came earlier to Manila on July 
11, 2004 to formalize a partnership agreement with 
the local church leaders. On this trip, he met with 
several more leaders including Philippines For Jesus 
Movement (PJM) representative Bishop Leo Alconga, 
‘Chairman of Intercessors for the Philippines Bishop 
Dan Balas, Far East Broadcasting Corporation Presi- 
dent Dan Andrew Cura; leaders from the Workplace 
which included businessman Dr. Andrew Liuson of 
the Cityland Real Estate Development Corporation, 
Publisher Emilio Yap of Manila Bulletin; President 
and General Manager of the Manila Hotel Atty: Joey 

Lina and PNB Chairman of the Board Flor Tarriela. 

‘The partnership between the Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Association and five major umbrella groups 

“ representing the evangelical Gospel-preaching 
churches composed of the PCEC headed by Bishop 
‘Tendero, the National Council of Christian Churches 
ofthe Philippines (NCCP) headed by retired Justice 
of the Supreme Court Raoul Victorino, the umbrella 
group spearheaded by the Jesus is Lord (JIL) of 
Bishop Eduardo Villanueva and a majority of Full 
Gospel Churches, the Alliance of Baptist Churches 

© (ABC) headed by Bishop Reuben Abante and the 
Group of Chinese Churches headed by Rev. Jeremi- 
ah Cheung, formed a local body called the Metro 
Manila Franklin Graham Festival (MMFGF). 

Following the agreement, the newly formed 
Metro Manila Franklin Graham Festival established 
its office at the 33rd Floor of the Antel Global Bldg. 
along Julia Vargas Ave. at the Ortigas Center on 
January 25, 2005. 

Twas on January 15, 2005 when the MMFGF or- 
ganized a Task Force to plan and launch a Workplace 
Conference and the Christian Executives Leadership 
Seminar on April 15-16, 2005. The inclusion of 
Workplace workers in the evangelistic ministry 
marked a paradigm shift in the approach to evange- 
lism, and a first in the BGEA experience. It was a 
‘welcome shift in the Philippines especially where 
transformation of society has become the erying 
need ofthe entire nation. 

Held at the Makati Shangri-La and chaired by Dr 
Andrew Liuson, the Conference drew an attendance 
of 1,300 while the Leadership Seminar had 1,100 
‘Christian lenders attending. The Conference-Seminar 
focused on the importance of living out one’s faith in 
the workplace, what it means to be an Ambassador of 
Christ as a leader and influencer, the elements that 
define the culture of a high performance organization 
as well as the valuable lessons learned in ethics and 
integrity by our local Christan executives. The list of 
speakers was topped by Don Soderquist, the extraor- 
dinary American businessman behind the phenome- 
nal growth of one of the largest companies in the 
‘world: the WAL-MART chain, the $43 billion compa- 
ny which grew to $200 billion under his stewardship 
as senior Vice-President and Chief Operating Officer. 

“The Metro Manila Franklin Graham Festival was 
assisted by the BGEA Team composed of the follow- 
ing personnel 


Festival Director 
Carlos “Bill” Kennedy 
Resident Director 
Roy Kruse 
Ministry Manager for International Training 
Robert “Bob” Tanner 
Coordinator for Counseling and Follow-Up 
James Robert "Bob" Kendig 
BGEA Liaison and Correspondence Officer 
‘Annie Kennedy 
Resident Director 
‘Chadwick “Chad” Hammond (resigned to pan) 
BGEA Associate 
Adrian Arce (reassigned to Japan) 


Recent developments in Asia, however, includes 
the holding of another Asian Festival on November, 
2006 in Okinawa, Japan and two original Team 
members, Chad Hammond and Adrian Arce, were 
transferred to Okinawa. Chad Hammond was re- 
placed by Roy Kruse. 

The MMFGF Philippine Leadership include the 
following 


Chairman 
Bishop Efraim Tendero 
Secretary General 
Bishop Reuben Abante 
Chief of Staff 
Mr. James Tioco 
Vice-Chairman for Ministers 
Bishop Federico Magbanua 
Vice-Chairman for Finance 
Ms. Flor Tarriela 
Vice-Chairman for Communications 
Arch. Dan Andrew Cura 
Treasurer 
Atty. Josette Abarca 
Legal Adviser 
Justice Raoul Victorino 


Overseeing the entire Asia operations in BGEA 
veteran Dr. Hendy Holley who was the Crusade Di- 
rector for Dr. Billy Graham in Manila during the 
1977 Crusade in partnership with IEMELIF Bishop 
George Castro and Rev, Nene Ramientos. 

The MMFGF office is manned by staff and volun- 
teers numbering more than one hundred. Starting 


‘work as early as January, 2005, the MMFGF personnel 
manned twelve committees which are integral to the 
preparations and accomplishment of the February 2-5, 
2006 Festival. These committees are: Ministers (to co- 
ordinate the churches), Prayer, Operation Andrew 
(Adults) Children's - Operation Andy. Youth, Women's 
Caries of Hope, Men - Workplace, Communications, 
Music (for the 5,000 voice Choir), Physical Arrange- 
ment, Ushering and Security 

“There are about 3,000 - 4,000 churches all over 
Metro Manila and the surrounding areas of the 
CALABARZON and’ CAMANAVA including some 
churches in the Bulacan Province. To date, more than 
50% of the targeted churches have already come on 
board. More so, with the participation of the 
Philippines For Jesus Movement - JIL, the Quiri- 
no Grandstand-Rizal Park area is expected to 
overflow with those who will respond to answer 
God's call to the transforming power of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


% 


‘The evangelization of children is one of the prior- 
es of MMFGE Considering the children, ages 7-14, 
which is very much evident in Metro Manila, à 
PISTANG PAMBATA or Children's Festival will be 
held on February 4 at 8:00am. As a result of the 
MMFGF'S “Operation Andy” campaign (enlisting 
3 names of friends and loved ones), around 
100,000 children will be expected to attend. 

‘With the Philippine Christian churches joined to- 
gether in unity, the Metro Manila Franklin Graham 
Festival can expect the fulfillment of its objective to 
gather “the greatest number of Filipinos to hear the 
gospel and be invited to respond, to be discipled and 
integrated in the local church to worship and serve 
the Lord” atthe Rizal Park on February 2-5, 2006. 

For the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, it 
will be Franklin's first evangelistic outreach in Asia; 
significantly, Metro Manila will be the very first to 
hear Franklin Graham's message that THERE 1S 
HOPE in Jesus Christ. 


Zæeturday 8:00 


BIOGRAPHYLOEERANKLIN.GRANAM | 
+ Bom on July 14, 1952, 16 parents Billy and Ruth Beli Graham, Franklin | 
£ Graham is married to Jane Austin Cunningham Graham (1974). Their chil- | 
| dren are: William Franklin “Will” Graham IV (1975), Roy Austin Graham | 
(1977), Edward Bell Graham (1979), Jane Austin “Cissie” Graham (1986). À 
5, Het Bout with res gndchtn Heated hie education at Mon. | 
\ treat College, (A.S.), 1974; and Appalachian State University, (BA), 1978. à 
He was ordained at the Grace Community Church, Tempe, Ariz., 1982. Min 
istries include: President and CEO, Samaritan's Purse (international relief À 
organization); President and CEO, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association; 
Evangelist (1989 - present), Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. He is | 
‘one of the Board of Directors of the Samaritan's Purse, Billy Graham Evan} 
gelistic Association, Harvest Christian Fellowship. Authored books such as: } 
Al for Jesus (co-authored with Ross Rhoads, Thomas, Thomas Nelson, :) 
2003); Kids Praying for Kids (Thomas Nelson, 2003); The Name (Thomas ™ 
Nelson, 2002); Living Beyond the Limits: A Life Syne with God (Thomas 
Nelson, 1996); Rebel with a Cause: Finally Comfortable Being Graham (Au- 
tobiography, Thomas Nelson, 1995); Miracle in a Shoe Box (Thomas Nel- 
son, 1995); Bob Pierce: This One Thing I Do (Word, 1983). He received 
such honors as: William Booth Award, presented by the Salvation Army; 
Whitworth College, honorary doctorate; Toccoa Falls College, honorary 


doctorate; LeTourneau University, honorary doctorate; Lees McRae Col- 
lege, honorary doctorate; National University, honorary doctorate; Liberty * 
University, honorary doctorate; 1999 “Tar Heel of the Year" by The News & 
Observer (Raleigh, N.C.); 2002" Daniel of the Year” by World magazine. 
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SABRINA Wong in elegant black inner gown 
with turquoise lukot wrap 
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FIRST Lady of Guam Joanna Camacho 
inner gown with lukot wrap 


FEBRUARY 4, Saturday 

“Ani ng Sining” Dance Performances 
National Commission for Culture and The Arts 
5pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


Toni Blackman Hip Hop Ensemble 
7-9pm, Streetscape 


D Patch and Levi's Engineered Jeans Dancers 
9:30pm, Streetscape 


FEBRUARY 11, Saturday 

San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra 
with San Miguel Master Chorale 
6pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


FEBRUARY 14, Tuesday 

“That Lovin’ Feelin” 

May Bayot and Butch Montejo 
6pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


FEBRUARY 15-21 
EIGA SAI 2006 
Cinema 3, Shang Cineplex, Level 6 


FEBRUARY 17, Friday 

“A Love Affair” 

Featuring Angelo Ortiz with Jed Madela 
as special guest 

‘pm, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


Enjoy a showcase of musical attractions and cultural festivities 
in celebration of the love month at the Shang! 


Special eats and surprises await you and your loved ones at participating outlets maliwidel 


FEBRUARY 18, Saturday 
Nihongo Fiesta [Japan Foundation) 
10om-Bpm, Cinema 3, Shang Cineplex, Level 6 


FEBRUARY 24 to 26 
Ikebana Exhibit and Demonstration 
Mall Hours, Grand Atrium, Level 2 


Tips pes of ape A ht nh 
Lifescapes ar s A ition 
Mall Hours, Level 3, in front of Figaro 

Exhibit Area 


FEBRUARY 24 to MARCH 17 
J Pop Showcase 
Mall Hours, Shaw Hallway, Level 4 


STREETSCAPE SHOWS: 9:30pm 


Feb.3 Amadeus 

Feb. 4, 7pm - Toni Blackman Hip Hop Ensemble 
D! Patch ond Lev's Engineered 

Jeans Doncers 

Liquified Orange 

Retros 

8 Troch 

Prime Council 

‘Sunburn 

Core of Soul wiih 

Barbie Almalbis, Kichie Nadal ond Hale 


Feb. 10 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 24 
Feb. 25 


S) Shangri-La Plaza 


Wrapping up 
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hand-painted Irish linen tops that were per- 
fect for Guam's cool and breezy weather. 

‘The modern Filipiniana collection present- 
ed designs in classic piña, Irish linen and aba- 
ca, in hues of ecru, off-white and beige. The 
models sashayed in kimonas, panuelos and 
barongs that were cut and altered for modern 
fashionistas. 

The DSO-OMO Men's line came in cool col- 
ors of aqua, turquoise, apple green and bub- 
ble-gum blue, with a touch of Filipino pride in 
its use of the ancient alibata and Mangyan 
weaves as accents. 

Sandico-Ong also unveiled her latest Lukot 
Collection. Using her trademark banana-fiber 
wraps, she has added a process of crumpling 
the fabrics to give more texture. 

Guam First Lady Joanne Camacho stepped 
out in a stunning red gown with a Lukot wrap 
in deep purple, escorted by her son Champ 
Camacho and daughter Maria Camacho. 

‘The finale featured a flowing Irish linen 
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FILIPINO fashion 
designer and celebrated 
wrap artist Dita 
Sandico Ong takes 
abow. 


A 


wedding gown with a gold hand-beaded 
bodice and a hand-embroidered veil on a 
Maria Clara-like bride. The groom was in ta- 
pered black slacks and a classic piña barong. 

Part of the proceeds were earmarked for 
Sandico-Ong’s Earthlite Foundation, the 
American Red Cross and the Guam Hope 
Foundation, which is committed to the health 
and education of indigent children. 

The fashion show was directed by Ray- 
mond Villanueva and jointly produced by the 
Pangasinan Ladies Club of Guam and host Al- 
fredo Antolin, Fashion stylists and executive 
assistants Tanya Lim Llana and Sara Morales 
assisted Sandico-Ong. Stage design and over- 
all production were by Nathan De Leon, Her- 
mi Estialbo, Dan De Los Santos and Antonio 
Salac Santos. 

‘Among the professional models from the 
Philippines were JP Abinuman, Ava Abejar, 
Herbi Arabelo and Rafael Kieffer. They were 
joined by Guam-based Sabrina Mabanta Wong. 


Best-designed local jewelry 


THE BEST JEWELRY DESIGNS WERE GIVEN 
recognition at the recent Sth Philippine Fine 
Jewelry Design Competition held at the Metro 
Comedy Bar in Quezon City. 

The competition is an annual event orga- 
nized by the Meycauayan Jewelry Industry 
Association inc., in parmership with the Prod- 
uct Development and Design Center of the 
Philippines (Design Center). It aims to pro- 
mote excellence in the design and craftsman- 
ship of Philippine jewelry. 

‘Winners were chosen from among 225 en- 
tries submitted by professional designers and 
students from the University of the Philip- 
pines-Diliman, Mapua Institute of Technolo- 
gy. University of Santo Tomas (UST), Univer- 
sity of the East and Philippine Women's Uni- 
versity. 

“Fireworks,” the winning piece, is made up 
of two exquisite pieces that entice the eye of 
the viewer with the meticulous arrangement 
of diamonds and pearls, suggesting a panora- 


Maidenform uncovers a dream 
has coveted for year 


Drame nique and mystica activity 
ofthe buna payche I 5 a subconscious 
esr forthe bes things that his world ean 
cer, Dream job, dream house, dream man, 
tren a dream best Do dreams come tne? 
Vos a lo, on of them does. For women 
ns bad dreamed of bener support, comfort 
End siyle forthe bras, Maiden fon intro 
dees the Drom Bra the fi ba tord 
tof fes and be wor fike a dream! 

The Maidenform Dream Bra is the oul- 
mination of s ewo-year quest 1o design the 
‘hia bea ii which every woman focis 
‘omfartable, confident and looks ber best 
‘Aad became Maidenform knows dreams 
‘Some in ali shapes and sires, the Dream ra 
is oval in sizes 32A to 40D 19 sure 
that cech one provides ie most comfort- 
thie, pero, fgure-Tateing shape 
tnd RAs the sizes go np, the construction 
A the bn dt to deliver the right cover: 
spr and suppor specifie 1 the size of the 
‘Sour while maining the sae sili 
the. For instance, larger sizes have wider 
Stops to provide beer support. The wih 
tf the hook and eye ix aso proportional 10 
the and size fr added comfort is set 
tert neckline grues 10 convertible 
nf straps tat can be wor as conven- 
tional underwire or crisveross siyle. also 
fsa don pan flip-tesistan wire for 
à scams effect and feminine curvaceous 
‘hope. The clean, comtemporary denga pro- 
Vies a snot tok and ura sof Because 
to caste i exposes to the skin 

The Drew Bra, We so many of the per- 
feat things women dream sbou, combines 
sit the angs ay wam - but did know 
they could have. M anticipates women's 
es a hey areas sch a Comon, fit and 
Creryey wearily tat gives women à 


fa dat a 


iste spe 
component 


The Drew 
beige, black, 
ue in a 


fawkes look umer hele clothes 


DREAMS CAN COME TRUE 


Stalis have reves that many women 
are uncomfortable thei bras amd are look- 
ing for good suppor andi They also want 


Simple fabric so that they are propery | fit for a 
covered even when wearing thin tops. A 
‘bas dori is ls highly important 10 
women because they want it 10 last 
‘ough many washings 

Maidenform» design Wam took a 


istry of br innovations tat has spanned 
say 100 years 


aide. Mahdenforn exclusively ds 
tributed by Rustan Marking Corporation 


ma of light and 
movement 

When the jewels 
that women reflect light, a grace- 
t ful dance of color is 
produced, bringing 
out the fireworks ef- 
fect. Set in 14k white 
gold, the jewels are 
dressy 


cs em feel secure and with 


evening 

This piece of jew- 
ely won in the 
Provincial Design Im- 
age of Bulacan cate- 
gory, which required 
entries to speak of or 
identify the 
province's historical, 
cultural, spiritual, 
economic and social 
heritage. 

UST student Ghia 
Angela R Tagle also 
designed a winning 
piece whose proto- 
type was sponsored 
by Zuniga Jewelry. 

Since its establish- 
ment in 1973, the 
Design Center has 
continuously orga- 
nized activities 
aimed at cultivating a 
better appreciation 
and understanding of 
design, both as a 
business tool and asa 
way of life, Call the 
83211121018, 


roach 19 reshihing every 
of + bea, paying parieular 
ay for the cr 
the newest a 


those cancers that paved the 
reaton ofthe Drea Bra tis 
ton + the company's rich 


Bra is avilable a body 
te, pink meat and dream 
Tending deparment stores 
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By Cheche V. Moral 


HEN CHARLOTTE 
Devereux, 35, got 
pregnant with her first 

child in 2001, she found herself 
in the same predicament as per- 
haps every fashionable, new 
mom-to-be: She had nothing nice 
to wear! 

Devereux said her pre-preg- 
nancy clothes had gotten too 
tight for her growing belly, yet 
she was still too small for typical 
maternity clothing. However, the 
choices available in her native 
New Zealand left much to be de- 
sired, 

Devereux was distraught. 
There is no worse way to make a 
pregnant woman feel un-sexy, af- 
ter all, than by concealing her 
swollen midsection under frumpy 
clothing. 


Like a kangaroo 

“I tried on this pair of pants 
with a pouch on the belly, and I 
Jooked like“a: kangaroo!”.she re- 
called with a laugh. 

“We got some giggles from that 
one,” joined in her mom, Colyn 
Devereux-Kay. 

Not long after, the creative 
daughter and her enterprising 
mom would hatch, well, Egg (for 
Essentials for Growing Girls), à 
clothing line that covers all stages 
ofa woman’s pregnancy. 

Devereux, who attended both 
art and finance schools, designs 
for Egg; her mom, a business- 
woman, runs it. Devereux later 
enjoyed wearing her stylish de- 
signs while heavy with her now 
18-month-old second child. 

“When you're pregnant you 
want comfort but you want tostill 
ook really good,” noted Dev- 
ereux-Kay. She and her daughter 
met with the local press recently 
to prepare for the launch of Egg's 


ANGEL aqua dress, P7,600. 
Striped bandeau top, P4,460 


Za 


wh 


two boutiques. One is at Glorietta" 
4, in Makati, and the other, atthe + 
Mall of Asia in Pasay, which opens 

in March. 

Devereux-Kay says her genera- 
tion was lucky that, when she got 
pregnant with her son and 
daughter, trapeze-style dresses 
popularized by the model Twiggy 
‘were in vogue. “I never had the 
same problem as Charlotte's,” she 
beamed. 


Their own models 

Even then, the stim grandma 
proudly wears Egg's clothing to- 
day, including a black empire-cut 
blouse with mesh cap sleeves for 
this interview. She swears by the 
clothes’ comfort, especially for 
long-haul flights. And there no 
guessing she's in maternity 
wear, 

Her daughter, who isn't 
pregnant, was also wear- 


‘with Fanky hemline” 

‘The woman who brought Egg 
to Manila was also in a black top 
and tan jacket from Eggs S/S 
2006 collection. A mother of one, 
Rachel Joaquin-Madrid said she 
and husband Martin plan to have 
more kids “and I want to make 
sure I'm dressed well.” She added 
that she always got queries about 
her clothes when she was preg- 
nant, and she would always say 
she got them abroad. 

The Madrid’ company, 
‘Tradewind Imports and Distribu- 
tion Inc., owns Eggs Philippine 
franchise. “We chose to bring in 
Egg because it has an all-range 
collection, from everyday wear to 
corporate and dressier occa- 
sions,” the young mom explains. 


Highbirth rate 
The Devereuxs put up their 
first store in Auckland only three 
years ago, and now have 17 bou- 
tiques across New Zealand and 
Australia. It was named seventh 
fastest growing company in 
New Zealand last year. 
In spite of offers to set up shop 
in different countries, they de- 
cided to take on the Philip- 
pines first because of the 
high birth rate here 
(about two million in 
2004, according to 
Martin Madrid). 
‘Owing to its mid- 
high price point (tees 
will sell from P2,000- 
up; jeans P5,000-up; 
dresses _ P7,000-up), 
Eggs target market 
only the Top 5 per- 
cent—still over 
three times higher 
than their entire 
New Zealand 
market, which 
has a 30,000 an- 
nual birth rate. 
Devereux-Kay 
said she knew 
Egg would fit 
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CHARLOTTE Devereux, Rachel Joaquin-Madrid, Martin O. Madric 
Colyn Devereux-Kay 


_'y ANew Zealand brand 
’ comes to birth-prone 


why its a + 
dream 


personalized fit 
designed size by size, 
from A thru D 


signature stretch-to-ft comfort 
Grape ne a 


Sweetheart neckline graduates to 
Ébnvettiblé comfor-straps 


soft.two-ply sides create į 
a smooëh took under clothes 


‘patented hidden wire ‘channel 


overage where 
you Want it 


For feedback e-mai us at Mestyle@inquirercom.ph 
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Ž2 Philippines to make moms 
Ing a black empire dresas _ fashionably on the way-#... 
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Text us your feedback: 
kyimessage to 


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 
reversible two-piece 
swimsuit, P8,040. 
Cross wrap, P4,960, 

pants, P4,980. 
ilky top, P5,940. 
Cream button skirt, P5,900 


the DREAM® bra 


Available at all leading department stores nationi 
Exclusively distributed by Rustan Marketing Corporation / Tel. 890-9703 4 
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TM GOING OVER 


[To STEVE'S HOUSE MALAKAS ANG 
‘To STUDY. : x Bococo AI FERS MAS MALAKAS ANG MUKHA 


SENTLEMAN KAYSA N FA wn of NL PRESIDEN; 
SA CHEERING SA LINE “GA TV & 


RED SEA SA ‘TUE TEN MANGI 
COMMANDMENTS, ” SA SA UMUUSOK NA ISFENG 
Garap De 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


ih y # a| wars LALEEN se 

Meore kae [ar es Wow wier 
LUNCH DISHES WASHED! \ WE MISSED THE WE KNOW IF 
WHY IS IT ALWBNS MY 308 =) GROUNDHOG!!! . ITS GOING To 
To FEED NERYGODY! WHERE \ = 
MDI PUT THE BRoccoul? ¢ x 


T SMEAR IF TAT PHONE y 7 if 
RINGSONE MORE TIME, i J Song 


{LU cos CREAM 
ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 
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Tve escapen FRom 
AtoMo's BAG. You've WHAt We NeeD 
Got to HeLP Me! I Now is A SwAMi! 
CAN'+ Be THIS SMALL 
Forever! 


OH,No THANK 
You. I Don’t 
eat SALAM: 
I'M VEGAN 


psst! Wegou! 
over Here! 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE BAKIT KO MAS GUSTO ANG asl, “YUNG KUYA Ko, 


ING BISIELETA 
Fi S\KLETA Ko FAYSA SA A ' mausok NA, 

a EE ene À Mine. : 
Once proficient at some ing. You value the simple pleasures in life. (You're not pretentious.) Work hard this KUNA ko Hip NA MU MURA PA NG MURA 
Yen our vil artie very soon. Don vo you fesl oerheined with evens you can do 
Birthdate of: Norman Rockwell, painter; Blythe Danner, actress; Fran Trenton, footballer. 
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PRINTED 
brown 
tube top 


BASIL-GREEN shrug 


j 
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. LIFESTYLE. 


JAPANESE-INSPIRED FLORAL 
prints and wraparounds highlight 
the Orientalia Collection of For 
Me, the brand specially designed 
to suit the four body shapes of 
women. 
Your figure may be an hourglass, or a 
triangle with shapely hips, a straight- 
looking rectangle like that of Naomi or 
Kate Moss, or an inverted triangle. 
Whatever your shape is, you can defi- 
nitely look sexy with the right fit and style 
details. 

Orientalia is expressed in kimono-in- 
spied wraps mixed with fashionable 
boleros and shrugs. Dainty floral prints and 
delicate embroidery provide a feminine 

touch to the collection. 

‘An off-white quarter-sleeve shrug with 

a deep V tie neckline helps make a heavy 

upper body look narrow. The embroi- 

"| dery at the back that cascades from the 

Å hem makes it more interesting. The basil 

green shrug with a shirred chest area 

helps achieve a busty look, while a tie- 

around hem that wraps your torso pro- 
vides a slimming effect on the waist. 

‘A carnation pink top with fold down 
open-knit collar breaks the width of a 
heavy bosom to balance the look of an invert- 
ed triangle figure. Ithas a removable belt that 
accentuates the waistline. This would look 
great paired with a printed A-line dainty flo- 
ral skirt made with microfiber twill or a nice- 
fitting Tasha jeans. 

A sexy printed brown tube tap flows ele- 
gantly on the hourglass figure, with the asym- 
metric hemline giving the illusion of wide 
hips. A casual boat-neck top with diagonal 
print on the body broadens the shoulder of 
the rectangle figure to give a more sexy sil- 
houette. 

For Me stores are in SM North Edsa, SM 
Megamall, Robinsons Galleria, The Shops 
Greenhills, Alimall, SM San Lazaro, Mar- 
ket! Market!, Festival Mall, SM Southmall, 
SM Sucat, SM Dasmariñas, SM Bacoor, SM 
Lucena, SM Pampanga, CS! Lucao and Ay- 
ala Cebu. 


Maternity fashion 
lays golden egg 


From page EI 


the Filipino sensibility well. “Tve been here a 
few times for other business. You have fantas- 
tic malls, you love to shop, and Filipino wom- 
en are very stylish,” she noted, 

Egg has scaled down its sizing to include 
XX-small for the petite Filipina (the biggest 
size is XX-large). Its catalog says the range is 
“designed to take you from the first to the 
ninth month of birth and afterward.” One 
skirt-dress style, in fact, can be worn five 
‘ways, three of which as a sexy dress even long 
after losing the baby weight. 


Two collections 

Egg comes out with two collections each 
year. Its mainstays consist of basics (Essen- 
tials) that can be mixed or matched. These in- 
clude underwear, tank tops, short- and long- 
sleeved tees and tops, pants, skits, jeans, suit 
Jacket, swimsuit—all in solid neutrals. 


While her collections include several pr 

ed materials, Devereux prefers solid colors, 
mixing fabrics instead to add texture to her 
designs. “Prints make pregnant women look 
bigger,” she explains. 

‘Apart from work wear, Egg also has the De- 
signer range, which consists of dressy day-to- 
evening pieces. 

In line with its expansion in the tropics, the 
label also launched a line called Egg for All 
‘Seasons. It makes use of “transitional fabrics,” 
mostly cottons with Spandex or Lycra, flex 
ble garments suited for summer to winter, or, 
in the Philippines’ case, air-conditioned in- 
doors. (Egg uses New Zealand’s famed meri- 
no wool for winterwear, but Devereux-Kay 
concedes it may be too much for the tropical 
climate.) The waistbands of pants and skirts 
either have thick elastic bands or side zips 
with adjustable D-rings. 

With Egg, future moms have something to 
look forward to besides the baby. 


(OFF-WHITE, V-neck quarter-sleeve 
shrug with embroidery at the back and 
denim Tasha pants. 

Carnation-pink top with belt 

and dainty floral skirt 


PLDT WeRoam , the wireless innova- 
tion that gives you fulltime mobile 
internet connectivity has not onh 
but is also 
moving into your neighborhood PC stores. 

“You can now sign up for PLDT WeRoam 
at the PG stores you know best. Just visit 
participating HP or ThinkPad PC shop - Acc 
Micro/ PC Live, Complink/E-Hub, Electroworld, 
HP Home & Business Center, HP Store @DLSU- 
Ta), The Computer Authority, Villman, Silicon 
Vailey, and Ng Khai Cebu. 

‘And it just gets better. You can get the 
wireless GPRS/EDGE card equipped with 3 
months unlimited WeRoam (GPRS/EDGE and 
WiFi Internet) for as low as P12,600 or at 0% 
interest plan of P1,050 per month for 12 months 
in major credit cards. Also available in 0% plans 
are the latest HP and ThinkPad laptops that are 
equipped with PLDT WeRoam. 

Hook up your laptop to the PLDT 
WeRoam experience and get yourself fulltime 
Internet access anywhere you are thru PLOTS 
vast GPRS, EDGE and WiFi wireless network, 


been winning awards, 


WeRoam 
Now 
Unwiring 


at Your Neighborhood PC Store 


“This is the fulfillment of our promise ` 
to provide a wireless connectivity service to 
transients in the country as well as students and 
prospective users who have laptops but are not 
frequent users of wireless broadband service,and 
therefore do not need to subseribe 10 a postpaid 

e. We developed this package to suit this 
specific need: said Ernesto R. Alberto, SVP for * 
the Corporate Business Group. 

Now its easier for you to get yourself 
real freedom. 

Techies and businesses 
raving about PLDT WeRoam, 
reason. More and more peopl 
seeing about it in gadget magu 


have been 
nd with good 
ing and 
nes and exhibits. 
Now is the time to experience PLDT WeRoam for 
yourself. 
For information, 
www.pldrweroam.com or 
bizsol@pidt.com.ph or call 874-7474. 


email 


lox 


JAEGER-LECOULTRE 


Sy 


ue 


TF 


Na 
YLLUCERNE 


k 


Lovo 2, Shangri-La Piaza MaB To: 634- 
Level F1, The Power Plat Ma, Rockwall Cont 


ee PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~- 


LIFESTYLE 
Another UK LEATHERbag 7 À 1 
fashion brand 
fills stylish space 
at Shangri-La 
Plaza mall and 


it’s called Wallis 


BLACK long coat 
over white blouse 
With pearl buttons 


ROM THE UNITED KINGDOM NOW 
comes high-end fashion brand Wallis, 
which opened its first Asian boutique at | 
/ the Shangri-La Plaza Mall recently. i; 

Wallis is a much sought-after name for its 
elegant, grownup, individual styles for urban 
women. Its lines are perfect for career-driven 
fashion-forward Filipinas 25-49 years of age. 

‘The casual wear selection includes picks in 
neutral browns and khakis brightened by 
shades of lime, coral and indigo. There are sa- 
fari-styie or military-inspired jackets, belt-tie f 
waists, cropped trousers and tailored waist- $ 
coats in vibrant colors and nature-inspired 
prints and embellishments. 

A vintage-inspired collection is exemplified 
by godet and raw-edged skirts and ruffle or 
knitwear trim blouses in soft colors like shell 
and rose pink, mink, latte or cream, accented 
with sea green, mauve and subtle metallics. 

‘Accessories include metallic beaded purse, 
leather sash belts and embellished evening 
bags. 

Wallis is the biggest women's fashion brand 
currently under the Arcadia Group Pic, the 
largest clothing retailer in UK and owners of 
‘Topshop, Topman and Dorothy Perkins. It has 
136 stores and 150 concessions in UK alone, 
and has 103 stores all over the world 

In the Philippines, Robinsons Specialty 
Stores Inc. (RSSI) holds the exclusive fran- 
chise to Wallis. 

Wallis is at 3/E Indulgences Wing of the 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall. Visit www.wallis-fash- „ 
ion.co.uk a 


== 


Ry 
P Lem ? LS ue 


Reward yourself with the 2006 Wacoal T- 
METRO MANILA 


inderella 
*Robinsons 
+ Rustan’ + SM Bacoo y 
SM St anila + SM Makati + SM Las 
PROVINCIAL 
+ SM Cebu + Metro Ayala Cebu + SM 
M Mandurriao lloilo City + SM Delgado Iloilo 


lla Ermita = Cinderella Glorietta + Cinderella Megat 


ali + The Landmark + Robinsons Ermita 
+ Ro A 


nsons Filinvest + Rustan's Alabang + Rustan's Makati 
hall «SM Haris Bicutan + SM Cubao 
a Lucia Dept. Store + Metro Market! Market! 


M Cagayan 
binsons Bacolod 


ity + SM Pampanga + SM Baguio 


ustomer Service Hotline: Tel: 884-1 5-17 “Email: customerservice@wacoal ph 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2006 


BROWN fur gilet over white eyelet blouse 
and jeans 


| 


À PLAT belts 


DAVINES Mask Hair Color System brings out Angel Jacob’s pretty 
mestiza features, 


Angel’s mane secret 


“YOUR HAIR IS THE FIRST 
thing that people see,” says Angel 
Jacob. "Even if you don’t wear any 
makeup, healthy and lustrous hair 
will make you stand out.” 

Famed hair and beauty expert 
Henri Calayag of H salon agrees: 
“Customizing a look to a woman's 
lifestyle is key. Bringing out her 
inner beauty is the task of a 
stylist, and it will show if she’s 
confident and comfortable in the 
style she sports.” 

For Angel, days are packed 
with various hosting engage- 
ments and fashion editorials, not 
to mention spending quality time 
with her 12-year-old daughter. 

Angel maintains a fuss-free 
ook to suit her busy lifestyle. To 
bring out her pretty mestiza fea- 
tures, Calayag reveals Angel's se- 
cret to beautiful tresses: Angel re- 
ligiously colors her hair every 
four to six months. The Davines 


Mask Hair Color System is heav- 
en-sent for her 

“tes made with all-natural in- 
gredients, giving my hair a shine 
and color boost. I's gentle on my 
scalp—and it smells good, too!” 

Calayag has been using 
Davines for many years now and 
for friends like Angel Jacob, he 
uses nothing else but Davines. 

“Get moisturizing treatments 
regularly, And for daily care, use 
cleansing and conditioning 
agents that are recommended for 
colored hair,” he says. 

Formulated by the Davines 
Italian research and development 
teams, the Davines Mask Hair 
Color system comes with a 
unique, all-natural milk protein 
base, giving enhanced color dura- 
bility, optimum conditioning, and 
lustrous shine. 

For more information, call 
6871156 or 6870424. 


Always a vibrant scent 


AVON'S THIRD $7" 
fragrance in the To- 
day-Tomorrow.Al- 
ways trilogy evokes 
the spirit of a vi- 
brant, lush garden. 
Its fruity and floral 
scent bursts with 
sparkling starfruit 
and evolves into 
heavenly blossoms 
of dewy yellow 


car-nominated actress 
Salma Hayek. 

Today Tomorrow.Al- 
ways by Avon is now 
available from Avon 
Ladies and at Avon 
Boutiques in Glorietta, 
SM Megamall, SM 

À Southmall and SM 
City Fairview, 

As a special intro- 

ductory offer, get a 
tulip. The Always A „„ free gold handbag for 
fragrance features Raul every purchase of To- 
the everlasting AVON'S Always day, Tomorrow or Al- 
flower, whose en- ways Eau de Parfum 
during blooms symbolize eternity. 50 ml. In addition, get a gold 

With Today.Tomorrow.Always, wristlet for every purchase of To- 
‘Avon's trilogy of love is complete. day, Tomorrow or Always Purse 
The trilogy is proudly endorsed by Concenire 9 ml. Promo runs until 
‘Avon global spokesperson and Os- Feb. 28. 
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+ GOLD powder can be used all over 
the face if dusted lightly and on 
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Knowing what look works 


the makeup that will be 
of best use to you 


HEN PM IN THE MALL 
checking out new products, 
Thave a grand time educat- 


ing myself. Things tum serious the 
minute I decide I must have a particu- 
lar beauty item. 

Of course, in order to really get to 
know the product and find out if it’s 
worth writing about, a road test of 
sorts is required. 

From a consumer's point of view, 1 
suggest you pick what you think will be 


, of most use. For it to be worth the 
1 amount of money you're going to shell 


out, you should be able to use it at least 
once a week, Also the more versatile 
the better. A multipurpose product you 
can use for day or night is ideal. 

Tes also important to remember that makeup has 
a shelf life. It is not an investment, in the strictest 
sense of the word, althouigh it may get you places, a 
new job or, with God's good graces, a new hot 
boyfriend. So, pick your beauty arsenal well. 


Ria Francisco- 
Prieto 


‘Some are worth the price, like Lancôme juicy 
tube, but others are really just an extravagance. If 
you have the cash, good for you. Unfortunately, 
not everybody is as blessed so choose wisely. 

‘Another way to determine which products you 
need is by working with the look that works best 
for you, The amount of compliments you get 
‘when sporting a particular look is probably a good 

gauge. And if you have an asset that 
you want people to focus on, that’s 
‘what you should play up. If you have 
great skin, for instance, the sheer, lu- 
minous look would be great on you. 
Meanwhile, girls with great lips a la 
‘Angelina Jolie should have a good se- 
lection of lipsticks, including the 
smashing, diva-ish red-hot number, 

Check out Avon for lip shades that 
give you real value for you hard- 
earned bucks. They have an array of 
fan colors that spread well. 

‘When you are aware of which fea- 

ture you should play up, then focus 
on the makeup product you need to 
do just that. Shopping gets easier, 
and you bring home products that 
will be of better use to you. 
Let's learn from the beauty experts them- 
selves. Professional makeup artists always just 
play up one feature, so determine yours and cre- 
ate the right balance and blending—these are the 
real secrets to great makeup. 


ENHANCE beautiful skin 
with liquid foundation. It 


+ willadd glow and 


luminosity, andis best for 
dry skin since it hides flaky 
skin best, The perfect 
shade should vanish in 
your skin without a trace. 


i Test onskin before 


‘purchasing. Try 


Maybelline Clear Smooth 
Aqua Gel Foundation. 


Text 


us your feer 


‘Tiduirer life name/age/city/mess: 


"B07 (Gi 


be) of 283 (Smart), 


y, your eyes as an eye shadow. Itis the 
easiest and fastest way to make 
Rg.. your tanned skin glow. To show off 
ËN your tan, dust all over your body, 
EGR specifically on your shoulder blades 


Fy. -yours free for minimum painchase of P20,000 
worth of regular items on a single receipt. 


fiom 114 Pb 2006, 


GRAB attention with an 
amazing pout by using of 
the longest color in the 
spectrum—red, It takes 
approximately five seconds 
to apply the color, but it is the 
most attractive yot hardest 
look to sport. Low in 
maintenance, yet highin 
fashion value. Great red lips 
should be celebrated. Try 
Awake, available at Rustan's, 


CHARRIOL 
1 GENEVE 
watches - Jewelry - bags - eyewear 
gs ‘Available at: METRO MANILA Level 1; Greenbelt 4, Ayal 


Level RI, Pow all, Rockwell Center, Makar 
Rss Makati Rasta Tower Shangrila Plaza * Rasta 
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FORA CASUAL, polished look, all 
„you need isa nude sheer lippie 
[| that glides easily on your lips. This 
‘tube has a three-in-one purpose: 
it moisturizes, adds color and 
{provides gloss. A real space- and 
‘money-saver. Shu Uemura tinted 
lip gloss 


‘| TASWIPE ofa 
Z dark shade on 
T'Ẹ the crease of your 
eyes will give the 
illusion of deep-set F 
eyes. Use an eyeshadow brush +" 


IF YOU look good in earthy 
tones, pick an eyeshadow 
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LiFESTYL 


FORTHEMOST 
striking eyes, use 


E BEVUTY 
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GETaglowwith 
illuminating powder 


-> shade that will complement / 
the color of your blush. K's / 
easy to use, and the shade 
can be used from day to 
night by just adding 


iquid eyeliner with afine 

point to get the best precision. Make 
sure itis water-proof so you dont have 
to worry about smudging. Awake 
liquid eyeliner stays on for hours. 


that's good to use under 

your eyebrows, under 

eye and lightly all over 

your face. It 

subtle shimmer to your skin and make it 


* application. Lancôme 
eyeshadow 


EA 


e fo 
Sgeewhich is eye-eatchi 
<4; Male sure to use pencil for: 


arper finish. Smudge 


ET 
=> 


“app color to your pale 


skin with the use of a 
terracotta powder 


blush. Most of the time, 
blush is all you need to 


look healthy. Shu Uemura glow-on 


YOU don't have: 


tokeepbiting 
your lips to make 


look bitten. 


berry lip shade. Make sure your” 


Optiora 
AS 


ay 


ith a cotton swab or: 


brighten up yourface." : © 
Smile and blush onto the applé 
je Blush, available 


“fips are well-moisturized becausé ©”; 
tipies accentuate dryness of lips, and that: 
an be unattractive. Fasio super glossy 

lable‘atEssenses  * 


X; “and wet powder eyeshadow for more: 
2 #Goritrol. Batante this look by using nude 
Mipstice Avon eyeshadow’... f) 


ie “Rew BBS 


inside 


: andOut 


{BEAUTIFUL PACKAGING TAKES MY 
‘breath away, It's true that it is what's in- 
side that should count, but a tube or jar 
at can pass for jewelry on 
‘your dresser or in your purse 
obviously makes for a more 
Z attractive choice. 
Z With Guerlain (Geh-lan), 
S1 found produets that 
<worked wonders while also 
“looking great in their jewel- 
Slike packaging. I hope the re 
Zsults of my road test will 
“help you decide what Guer- 
‘lain item you need. They are 
“quite expensive, so think 
3 things over carefully 
{ Orchidee Imperiale 
Jeream for night and day (P19,998). 
The jar comes in rich colors of indigo, 
Ygold and sapphire blue, and looks like 
“something out of an Egyptian royal 
vault. A beauty that will grace any dress- 


éséséits 


AFTER: 
Aging 


co nemeeese setae eee tees 


gracefully 


MAKEOVER 


Kinny Salas 


ape 


eZ 


ing table or bathroom counter. 
Guerlain’s research team discovered 
that an orchid's secret to looking eternal: 
ly preserved is in its roots. 
The team was then able to 
extract its essence and incor- 
porateit into this cream. 

‘What the product does is 
reverse, or at the very least 
delay, the aging process by 
strengthening the immune 
system of the skin. A failed 
immune system results in 
wrinkles, fine lines, age 
spots, large pores, dryness 
and inflammation in the 
form of skin redness or 
breakouts. 

For my road test, I used my regular 
cleanser and toner, then went straight to 
the Guerlain cream day and night. No 
need for a separate moisturizer or even 
an eye cream, as the cream covers all. 


Orchides 


GUERLAIN 


With Guerlain, 

I found products 
that worked 
wonders and 
looked great in 


Imperle their jewel-like 


packaging 
ISSIMA Midnight Secret 


‘The results? Better definition on my 
jaw line and cheekbones, and the cheeks 
under my eye area seemed plumper. Sag- 
ging was definitely minimized along 
with brown spots from old pimple marks 
and sun damage. I have an oily T-zone, 
but the cream seemed to have balanced 
itout, asthere were no breakouts. 

My pores look smaller now, my cheeks 
are dewy and the eye area is smooth and 
supple. My neck area and back of the 
hands, which are the first indicators of 
age, can compete with any teenager's, no 
kidding 

Linstant D'Un Ete EDT 80 ml 
(P4,850). A creamy vanilla-type scent 


that can be wom night and day 
due to its magnolia and citrus 
scents. The actual notes are 
amber, citrus honey, magnolia 
flower and tonka bean. 

My advice is to wear this 
scent sparingly when you are 
alone with the guy you really 
have the hots for. IPS that sen- 
sual. Do test the fragrance on 
your arm and walk around for 
about 10 minutes before you 
decide to purchase. It helps to 
have an objective companion 
around to tell you if it works on 

you or not. 
Issima Midnight Secret 30 
ml (P5,750). This is my favorite 
product in Guerlain’s skin care line, 
as there is nothing like it. If you are plan- 
ning a romantic getaway or if that guy 
you are eyeing will see you early in the 
morning after a night of extreme party- 
ing and sleep deprivation, this is your se 

ret weapon 

Just wash your face the night (or early 
morning) before hitting the sack, and ap- 
ply three drops on the face. All you need 
is three hours’ sleep and you will wake 
up looking fresh and blooming. Guaran- 
teed. 

KissKiss Maxi Shine lipstick 
(P1,550). IF you are the type who suffers 
from consistently chapped lips but hates 
the greasy texture and shiny finish of 


MAKEOVER OF MS LOUIE MONTELIBANO 


Everlasting 

thing as age reversal. 

eat right, apply all the expen- 

But whatever you do, whatever you 
and the lines more prominent. 

up and look for the last 20 years. 


yout 

T It’s either you fight it or 

sive creams or, if you are really 

put on yourself, you will age anyway. 
Our model is 59 years old and has 
She’s decided that now is the 


HERE IS NO SUCH 
embrace it. You can exercise, 
desperate, go under the knife. 

‘Your skin gets drier, the tone duller 
been using the same cream, make- 
right time for a physical 


makeover before she hits the big 60 
next yeat. 

Her most noticeable problems are 
the dryness of her skin and the lines on 
her forehead. 

Face—Our model has been using 
cake foundation for the longest time. 1 
asked her to switch to liquid founda- 
tion. It is better to look for a silicone- 
based, light-reflective foundation. 

A good product to try is Youngblood 
Liquid Foundation. It is very sheer and 
has built-in moisturizer so dry skin will 
not flake and lines will be less notice- 
able. 

Eyebrows—Her eyebrows have been 
overtweezed and overarched. It gave 
the impression of her as someone stiff 
and old. 

I decided to thicken her eyebrows by 
filling in the sparse area with a brunette 
pencil. To avoid artficial-looking 
brows, 1 blended it with a tiny firm 
brush using Mac Eyebrow Pencil in 
Brunette. 

Eyes—Her eyes are somewhat 
droopy due to the loose skin. It is also 
wrinkled and discolored, Before I ap- 


BEFORE 


rž [~<a 
plied eyeshadow, I prepped the skin 
around the eye area with eye cream, Do 
not apply too much, as this will cause 
the eyeshadow to slide. 1 used a deep 
coppery brown eyeshadow on the eye- 
Bd and a golden apricot shadow on the 
crease 

Eyeliner and mascara are very impor- 
tant. I used a gray-black eyeliner to 
counteract the drooping eyelids and 
brushed two coats of mascara also in 
black. 1 used Maybelline Auto liner in 
Black and Maybelline Great Lash Mas- 
cara in Black. 

Blush—I used Smashbox Spotlight 


eee 


sa 

EA 
gloss, who wishes for fuller lips or likes a 
sheer finish and wants the overall lip tex- 
ture to improve long-term, then this lip- 
stick is for you. 

T couldn't resist the shade 666 Pink 
Shine for its dangerously sexy appeal. 
There are 15 shades, and they come in a 
dazzling white-gold metal case, all 
smelling like strawberry jam. My other 
favorite shades are Purple Shine, Red 
Shine, Mauve Shine and Chocolate 
Shine. 

Guerlain makeup services are avail- 
able at Philosophy salon by Mikaela (call 
8163697). Guerlain products are exclu- 
sively available at Rustan's Makati and 
Tower. 


GUERLAIN KissKiss Maxi 
Shine in 666 Pink Shine 


snp eee 


A 


poe 


for cheeks to give her that young, 
youthful glow. It is also light-reflective, 
that’s why it gives the illusion of a pore- 
less and wrinkle-free skin 

Lips—I used a cream-base lipstick 
(Revlon Moisture Lipstick) and topped 
it off with lip gloss for that dewy effect. 
Avoid using lip liner, as this will only 
emphasize the lines around the lip 
area 

Hair—We gave our model full bangs 
and colored her hair dark brown to cov- 
er the grayish roots. The color also 
warmed up her skin tone and made it 
appear healthier and glowing. The 
bangs covered the lines on her forehead 
and gave her that dignified yet youthful 
look. 

T believe the secret to everlasting 
youth is all in our mind, We should 
Jearn to relax and let go. What appears 
on the outside is a reflection of what we 
really fee! on the inside. 

Chill, relax and you will see your skin 
and face reward you. 


pHOTOSKENGO 
“TORT AND MAKEUP BARBI CHAN 


The Fabulous Women of Philip Stein TESLAR 


Philip Stein TESLAR, the ingenious 
watch brand offers wearer oustanding 
les a ness with its 
marvelous TESLAR has 
created a loyal following among the best of 
Hollywood's female stars with its 
astounding combination of elegant form 
and unrivaled function. 

Madonna, the modem musical genius, 
was among the firsts who have enjoyed the 
difference of Philip Stein 
watches, She fell in love with Philip Stein 
TESLAR so much that she requested 
kid-size watches for her two children and 
gave away watches to her 
One of them was the ques 
mogul and noted philanthropist Oprah 
Winfrey, who loved her white Philip Stein 
TESLAR watch so much, she added it to 
her televised Christmas lis Oprah 

ite Things,” in 2005. 
i of the wellness 
techno-wateh reached the ears of Bi 


excellent late in eveything, Philip Stein 
TESLAR watch being a masterpiece in 


ign and brilliant 

hnology won the 
pop idols heart. 
Canadian punk 
rocker Avril Lavigne 
too heard of the novel 
Philip Stein 
TESLAR and got 
herself one and she 
has been rocking 
ever since with her 
Philip Stein 

LAR. 

Philip Stein 
TESLAR has 
established itself as 
the best fashion and 

ellness accessory. 
To this g 
Julia Robers 
acclaimed 
performer Natalie 
Portman can testify, 
being proud owners 
of Philip Stein 
TESLAR watches 
themselves. 

Naomi 
Campbell, an icon in 
international 
modeling wh 

raced mar 
ner shows such 

Ralph Laurer 

Dolce and 


of fashion magazin 
like Vogue, couldn't 


been spotted with her 
Philip 

TESLAR on, along 
with fellow Brazilian 
intemational 

model 

Bundchen. 

Philip 
TESLAR 
collection 
tastefully designed 
timepieces with 
dual-time zones 
the multitasking 
achiever. Women can 
choose from two 
‘watch lines: the small 

e and the large 
case watches, both 
with optional double 
diamond or diamond 
embellishment and 
with a wid 
interchangeable 
straps and hot colors 
to choose from. 

There are 
colorful 
satin-strapped large 

timepieces 
embellished with 
diamonds for the 
glitzy gale, classic 
leather-strapped 
small case watches 
for the talk show 
episode, colorful 
rubber-strapped 
pieces for the more 
casual album launch. 
From the runway 10 
the Rodeo Drive, 
there is a Philip Stein 
TESLAR watch to 
i casion 
and mood. 

Aside fom is 
fabulous look, Philip 
Stein 
watches is 
among stars for the 


inside 

timepiece, 
revolutionary 
technology designed 
to reinforce and 
protect the body's 
own electromagnetic 
field against 
electromagnetic 
currents emitted by 


cellular phones, computers and other 
electronic devices, which, 
pose hazards to our health 
The TESLAR chip, when wom at the 

A wrist, brings about the noticeable, 
miraculous healing Philip 
Stein TESLAR watches offer. From a subile 
pulsing, tingling sensation, calmness in 
normally stressful situations and deep, 
ation, 


vere proven to 


increased energ y 
markable overall improvement in 
wellbeing, Philip Stein TESLAR wearers 
across the globe have noticed the pleasant 
change and taken pleasure in living optimal 

s of health and wellbeing, 

Philip Stein TESLAR also offers regal 
chronograph watches and bracelets pour 
homme. 

lip Stein TESLAR waich 
collection is exclusively available at 
Luceme boutiques in Level 2 Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall and Level 1, Glorietta 4, 
enter, and Chronos boutique in Ground 
Level, V-Mall, Greenhills Shopping 
Center. For more information, please visit 
wow philipstein.com. 


| Science meets Style 


a close watch on electronic pollution and 
the-only watch that can make you feel better 


æ 


In Honor of Nikola Tesla: 


A Pioneer of Energy Science 


What to Expect 


Because every Philip Stein 


differing levels of ser 


Electronic Pollution 


We live in a world of high technology and sophisticated 
living. Our modem lifestyles encourage us to move 
and work faster in an attempt to accomplish more in 
less time than ever before. As a result of this 
stressful lifestyle and the pervasive electronic 
technology that powers it, our life-expectancy 
increases while our lifelong health declines. 


With our increased usage and exposure to electronic 
gadgets, such as computers, mobile phones, and 
televisions, all emitting health threatening Extremely 


Low Frequencies (ELF), our environment becomes 
increasingly polluted by the electronic frequencies. 


Philip Stein® TESLAR® 


In the Philip Stein® TESLAR® watch are two specially 
designed TESLAR® chips. The TESLAR® chips emit a 
signal of relaxation and calm, which helps reinforce 
and protect the body's own electromagnetic field 
against unwelcome interactions with external 
electronic pollution, allowing the body to maintain 
more normal balance. 


? TESLAR® wearer may have 


tivity to electromagnetic fields, 
each wearer may experience different reactions 


In the 


last 20 years, studies have shown that the TESLAR® 
watch helps to improve migraine, arthritis, depression 


insomnia and jet lags. 


As a result of the TESLAR® effect. wearers have 


‘experienced: 


e Deeper, more restful nighttime sleep 
sete More calm and less tension in normally stressful 


situations 


«improved concentration and ability to focus at work 
+ Increased levels of energy 
An overall improvement in wellbeing 


Health Watch 


The Philip Stein® TESLAR® wearers’ include 
such notable celebrities as Oprah Winfrey 
Madonna, Jack Nicholson, Barbara Walters, Avril 
Lavigne, elc. The watch is popular amongst 
Sportsmen, as it is proven that it also helps to 
case aches, pain and frigidity. Professional 
athletes and a number of US Athletes training for 
the Summer 2004 Olympics, including Kenta’ Bell 
Ty Sevin, and Penny Blackwell. They have 
claimed that their endurance and overall 
performance also sce significant improvement 


Experience the TESLAR® effect and let yourself feel more relaxed. 


more rested and less tense 


PHILIP STEIN 


STESLAR® 


Try it. Wear it. Live it. Feel it 
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SUPERMARKET 
Par DT-NCR Permit No. 0533, series of 2006 


7 
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Campbell’s USA Whitman's 
Cream of Mushroom Soup 


Sinta Papaya P20.95% + Dalandan P18.95% * Celery (Baguio) 
Chocolate Covered Nut Sampler Ponkan (China) P47.25% * Fuji Apples #125 P62.951 * 
=P3 50 PaO) ({ + Seedless Watermelon P29.50% + Native Red Onions P41.95% 
DE AU Vox 


Sara Lee 


p f 15 Al-Butter Pound Cake (Frozen) 
+ Wansoy P157.50% * Kintsay P126.00% * Leeks (Baguio) P36.75 GE 


“PR5M. 


+ White Radish (Baguio) P15.75% 


Fuze os x329 P79. 25m1 


Purefoods Magnolia Gold Label 
Refl song P98.5 0mos P148.91 
Carnation Evap 


£ Silver Swan 
Sae E Soy Sauce 
5 Cia Gen Oe ed | som jgom P8,500 
a pze 55e 6.21 1.04 P205.00ne 1000 (poste) P22.9 50 
ei 


Del Monte 


Fry Top 

er Magnolia Bread Crumbs 2199 P53.00c 
Wee LD Semen Fath Chichen Wing: P114.00s0| Tenia Ichiban 
me PLZ. BS een icon Th 00s 

pcg PAG Se PSE nn | eet oe 


Rice Crackers 
seo P27.00 1129 P52.00m 


> 


=| à È | = = à 5 fics = 
ù [LÉ af 3 ; 1 || sm) 
TE ‘ à ext 
4 1 

A ess 


Maya Hotcake Mix | 
Original 
2009 P18.95% 


al Fresh Nae 
Cookin D pt) FES dou 
fers AO 7500| Natural Sweetener | __ Leche Puscuni Yogurt 
a P210.7510 sopacis P125.OOro« |ne ei Ge 


och & Pornon Frut, 
Non Fat Slack Cherries 1259 P24.7 So 


Unif Green Tea Drink À Mornflake Oats Hawaiian Punch Colman's Planters 
anina de Lanni Fit: lun igea e «| Frozen Concentrate Mint Sauce 25071 P155.00oi 
som P18.2 50 um P50.50m xo P64.25m| 354m P95.OOrcon 


Cocktail Peanuts 
Tartare Sauce 1849 P74.00ron 
zom P129.500 


3209 P118.50)con 
pa À 


\ 1opizED 4 
C. 


LJ lodized Rock Salt | Oregon Fresh Potato Chips 
1 P10.75 Va PS0 00e 


‘uo P80.00 


Chestnuts Whole, Seed Brown & Haley Pepe Lopez 
219 P22. 95ca Mocha Roca 1069 P189.00:con | County Styie French Fries (Frozen) Tequila 
Goldon Eisg, Almond Roca 200 P259.00cq asos P227.51 

Grass Sty san P25.750m 


750m P550.00p01 


a 


[Me race 
ives 


2 Si Knox Gelatine P 
ana Tepai at oe Unflavored Seinen Cases) | oDeco Newtons: 
“Thick & Hearty 229 P56. 7500 
xom P150.50m0 


Tome Sardines 
Mik Cheese or Chocolate | Strawberry or Fat-Free 
2279 P389.50 1903 P50.00w0x 


Marshmallows 
Spicy Pickle es FT Mellow Pastel 1009 P10. 9Bine 
0; 3409 P139.00 1259 P49.95icon Cr 


SE eiow Solter Treal 
ma 2 P245.00- 2509 P26.50 


Palmolive Aroma Theraphy 


PANS, 
hea ê ES 
ae cad tad í \ ES 
3 H 
AE : 
Re z 
pe 
SERIES 


Bayfresh Air Sanitizer | "=" 
Citrus, Cool Breeze, Floral ap rene 
srm P150.00% = 


Cleans-Up Sponges Viùn Alba, 

Red Wing Maury Sirat) 
nam P125 Osu 

Vinum Classie Merlot-Shiraz 
mam P109. SO 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2006 ~~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Contributing 8 
Apples Aberin-Sadhwani 
and Jenni Eppe 


ON HER: dress by Puëÿ Quiftories (0916-7763098), 183 fron’ Mercelles, Power! 
gold bag from ‘Greenbelt; On him: Plini shirt; P1;,950 and pink te; P1950; 
both by. Springfield; Greenbelt 3; jeans by Girbaud, Glorietta; gréen belt by Dis 


Confessions 
of a prom 
queen 
wannabe 


F I HAD THE POWER 

to change one defining 

sartorial moment in my 
life, it would be prom night 
and the overdone meringue 
of a dress I wore. 

Okay, okay, 
so it was the 7 
"80s and we APPLES 
were allowed PICKINGS 
to be over the 
top in a “Dy- 
nasty” sort of 
way (hmmm, I 
wonder if 
younger read- 
ers can re P 
late?). But that Ẹ 
doesn't make 
me feel any 
better. New 

T can't help sé 
but cringe in| 
when I see old Apples Aberin. 
photos ofa not Sadhwani 
very fashion- 
savvy moi in my white and peach 
confection—complete with dyed- 
to-match peach, er, salmon pumps 
and wrist corsage! 

Iwas no prom queen, but in the 
tradition of “Zapped,” a cheesy 
prom movie from, you guessed it, 
the "80s, 1 would have really en- 
joyed wearing that dainty little 
tiara! 

So, readers out there who are 
about to attend their proms or grad- 
uation balls, do take heed. Whatev- 
er you choose to wear now can 

CONFESSIONS/G2 


Emme 


DRESS by Rhett Eala 
(0917-5293933); 
jewelry by Jul B. 
Dizon; shoes by 
BCBG Girls, P4,999, 
CMG, Glorietta; bag 
by Moss at Shangri- 
La Plaza 


ms PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LiresTYLEMSNNIN 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2006 


Giris, take 

heed: What 
you wear 
on prom 
night may 
haunt you 


or the rest | 


ON HER: dress by 
Alex Bitong (0920- 
9215302); necklace 
from Mercelles, bag 
by Firma. On him: 
white shirt by Tru 
Youth; jeans by 
Diesel; belt by Diesel 


Phoroguer 
{ns ERSOZA PA COLLECTIE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ASSSTANT 
ANMIRANDA 
STYUST ROSARIO HERERRASTYLELAB 
INOR SUST 
PNET DEA FUENTESTYLE UAB 
HASEUP BERN ABELEDNSTILELAB 
CHER CABUHATI 
FRVEISHLON T6048) 
MODES TANIASOCETY 
"AND PAOLO MODELS 


DRESS by Ronaldo Arnaldo (0917-5259823); 
jewelry by Jul B. Dizon, Manila Peninsula 
Hotel 


From page GI 


haunt you the rest of your fashionable lives! 

‘What's a girl to do, right? Wel, start off by 
discussing options with your parents. 
Whether you like it or not, they are paying for 
your dress so you must take budget into con- 
sideration. 

Once you've done that, you can actually 
start choosing a design that suits your person- 
ality and body type. Remember, is important 
to be ultra-comfortable in whatever it is you 
opt to wear. That's one way to ensure that you 
enjoy your prom experience. 

Ifyou are on a strict budget, check out the 
different retail or department stores for pretty 
prom frocks. The only problem with this is 
you run the risk of bumping into someone 
wearing the same dress. 

‘Another option would be to go to a “costu- 
rera” to have a particular design copied. 

Of course, if the budget permits, i's a total 
treat to go toa designer of your choice to have 
something really special made. The designer 
can even help you choose accessories to com- 
plete your look and make you stand out even 
more. 

There are countless prom dresses to choose 
from nowadays, so there really is no excuse to 
look less than your prom queen best. Ten or 
20 years from now, you should be able to look 
at your photos with a smile—of pleasure, not 
sarcastic humor 

Now, ifonly I could go back in time, I would 
definitely grab any of these fabulous frocks 
and change the course of history. Mine, any- 
way! 


Email the author at afashion@inquir- 
excom.ph 


DRESS by Jun Escario 
(0920-9105541); jewelry by 
Jul B. Dizon; shoes by Lewre, 
P1,999, CMG, Glorietta 


rm PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER EE 
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n Let Paris-trained Shanon Pamaong & his 
$ L a E silled staff help you reailze your dream 


TA y À ee ou 
Hd À TE à à The oniy schoo! with the most complete & 
À x ga] | Press 

i. g ei 4 q F tools and equipmanis. 


eB inthedark Fete Seat) Ru 


othe apres 
Professional Designer Cerliicole 
{6 Monins 73 Tems) 
i . 3 E Term 1 - Feb.. 28 - Apt 28, 06 (2 months) 
STUNGEN EPPERSON nts a i Bose Palem -8 Tuesdays SAM6PM 
DTA PAGING ARZ LORENZO ; s E à Basi Husallon - 8 Wednescioys 9AM-óPM. 
masonar ae J | | Chlsten's Wear -8 Thusdays  9AM-4PM 
Fontac Cosme, io wae cs Fee - P22,000. (P7,500. / couse) 
masm cona coneco § $ ; : Ê 
Designer Package (4 Months / 2 Tems) 
Tem 1 -Feb.. 28 - Apr 28, 06 ( months) 
ATEN STANS ` 2 À Bosc Patiem -B Tuesdays PAM6PM 
So 7 é baer Basic llusction - 8 Wednesdays 9AM-6PM 
ne FA Ps § i Fee ~P16,000. 8,000. / cousse} 


Other beginner courses: 

Men's Wear - Mat-3 - Apt. 29 (8 Fiidays 9-6) 
Accessoies - Mar, 3- Apt. 29(8 Fidays 9-1) 
Sewing-ndhidual -on-1 schedule -P7,600. 


Other advance course (Terms 2 & 3) 

f J f ‘Advance Patten, Advance Iuslalion, 
sequined or fresh | À J 5 Houte Couiure, Gractuoon Show 
flower givesyour E j 2 4 Cottection and Onsthesob Tang 


á cocktaildressa | - 2 ae À | Tel. 635-5383 Cell: 0917 830 2108 
Choose a gem-studded handbag to pair remmetic touch. 


with your monochromatic frock. 


#1 Son Miguel Ave.conShaw Blvd. Unit 2803) 


Bench button 
sleeved pote 


Want Sam? 


Far Surigao is hometown for this 
Í| unassuming balikbayan from Ohio. His 
smile showing his pearly white teeth is 
[| a true turn-on, girls definitely go gaga 
S| over the sight of this guy. His 49-day 
stint on the reality show, Pinoy Big 
Brother, charmed the hearts of many [i 
Filipino girls. Fame has totally made 
him shine he's everywhere. He's on ev- 
ery sitcom and commercial on the boob 
tube. 7 

Now Sam Milby just could not get 
enough of the celebrity status he gained 
in no time. He has been signed up as 
one of the latest image models of the |; 
country's retail giant, Bench. His pres- 
ence has become very strong in print 
ads over major broadsheets and 
glossies, gigantic billboards adoring f4 
major thoroughfares, and interiors of| 
almost every Bench outlet in the coun- 
try. 

Along with his signature prop, a 
black guitar and his fantastic smilo, 
Sam exudes a distinctive character that 
earned him to become a Bench image 
model, His modesty besides his good |} 
looks will surely take him to farther 
heights. 


SS TTA 


"paten over 
creuse: 


D 


CHIFFON dress and matching 
bag, Kate Torralba (0906- 


TIERED 
Jersey dress, 
House of 
Rajo; 
necklace and 
shoes, Schu; 


Eustaquio (0917- 

8979474); shoes, 
Schu; pearl f$ ? 

necklaces (used as | 1/7 
abracelet), {s 
Ensembles AS 


STRIPED dressand 
matching bag, Kate 


À 2699056); purple sandals, Schu Torralba; necklace, Schu 


FLORAL printed 
dress, P1,495, X; 


VINTAGE pink lace 

dress, P1,295, Marni's 

Room (0917-3888918) 
necklace, Happy David 


PEACH dress 
with beading, 
P1,195, 
Karimad 
copper 
necklace and 
shoes, Schu 


Torralba; 
necklace, 


Happy 
David 


Picture-pe rincess 


By Bianca Consunji 


ANY HIGH-SCHOOL 
step into the campus as 
freshmen, look forward to their 
rom; others, however, don't like 


the fuss and frippery of it all. Still, 


most girls do go for the experience: 
after all, isn’t the prom the center 
of nearly all high school-themed 
movies? 

However, high-school movies never show 
how hard it is to find the dress of the night. 
More often than not, they just waltz into the 
ballroom, resplendent in glittering gowns and 
pretty corsages (with the good-looking date, 


of course). 

But the search for the perfect prom gown is 
often more grief than glamour, especially since 
nowadays, no one wants to look generic. 

‘Stuck for ideas? Here a tip: Ditch the stan- 
dard spaghetti-strapped dress with a pon- 
cho/shaw] and look for something that’s real- 
lyyou. 

You could be a glamorous drama queen, or 


the sweet girl next door, or the rebellious edgy 
rocker chick. But always keep in mind that 
comfort is key. Don't be overly trendy (if you 
don't want to cringe at your photos 10 years 
from now). And remember that accessories 
are vital in personalizing your dress. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@ 
‘yahoo.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
SHIABLACK 
Harano MAKEUP 
SAIN YANG 
MODELS 
CALE CHU, 
ABBEALASEO, 
HAZEL AGUILAR. 
AND PRINCESSVIOLAGO 


SEQUINED gold 
top, Louis 
Claparols (0927- 
5978816); black 
‘sci 

Karimadorf; 
gold cuffand 
earrings, 

Happy David 


MINI dress with bolero and sequined 
collar, Tina Navarro (0920-9241808); 


3 rainbow bag, Kate Torralba; 
faux-crocodile pumps, Pretty Fit 


‘CANDY-COLORED } | 
top, Kate Torralba; À 
necklace, Happy ff 
David 


Jn 


urple 


B Sees 


Seca se 


5, 


Karimadon; 
necklace 


necklace, 
Happy 
David; 
black 
velvet 
sandals, 
Schu 


Freeway; 
cropped 
jacket, 
Haya; faux 
pearls, 
Ensembles; 


PLEATED dress, P1,495, Vintage by 
| Cinderella; necklace, Happy David; 


Pretty Fit 


*60S-INSPIRED brown 
coat and pants with 
green in detailed cuff, 
polo shirt and slim tie 
set, all from Randy 
Ortiz (02-9228375); 
Manels, black shoes, 
P2495 


Foros 
TA ABRAHAM 
PARADIGH VSONSINC. 
STYUNG 
MULET AZAGA 
‘GROOMING 

st ARENAS DELEON 
TORLANCOME 

MODELS HAMISH FRASER 
ANDALEC VAN 
DIERENDONCK, 
CUD 


Beau of the ba 


By Alex Y. Vergara 


RESSING UP ON PROM 

night has always been seri- 

ous business for girls. Most 
boys are simply content to borrow 
ill-fitting suits that belonged either 
to Dad or Big Brother. As far as old 
movies go, what usually concerned 
boys was the post-party scenario. 

Perish the thought. Of course, boys will al- 
ways be boys. Giving the girs’ chaperons the 
slip even before the last dance ends and 
spending precious moments alone with their 
objects of affection will always be on top of 
their agenda. These days, however, they also 
want to go through such a rite of passage in 
style. 

“As recent as last year, almost all my clients 
were girls,” says fashion designer Joey Sam- 
son. “This time, however, I'm attending to an 
equal number of boys.” 5 

‘And most of them won't settle for the usual 
suit. Some even came to Samson's shop 
armed with the latest issue of a glossy men's 


PINSTRIPED jacket, 
4,990, navy blue pants 
(comes with a suit), 
P6,990, olive green 
shirt, P1,290, al from 
Van Heusen; striped 

im tie from 

thony Nocom 


BLACK wool crepe blazer and 
, with white polo shirt, satin 
and necktie set, all from Nono 
05 (02-8333426); Colehaan, 
iller Venetian black shoes in 
alfskin with Nike Air 
jnology, P15,500 


magazine featuring one of his works. Most of 
them wanted him to do a similar grey wool 
number with an exaggerated collar. 

‘That's probably one reason fashion-for- 

ward boys are now going to designers. Unlike 
most youngsters their age, they don’t sub- 
seribe anymore to the herd mentality. Look- 
ing even remotely like the next guy, especially 
if he’s a rival to a fair maiden's heart, is a big 
no-no. 
‘after years of wearing jeans,” says fashion 
designer Nono Palmos, “young men are start- 
ing to realize that there’s glamour and power 
in wearing a well-made suit or a luxurious 
pair of Oxfords.” 

Going for a sleek and streamlined 
wardrobe, he says, is a mere extension of 
men’s (and boys’) current fascination with 
equally stylish and expensive “toys for the big 
boys” such as plasma TVs, luxury watches and 
roadsters. 

‘And based on fashion designer Randy O: 
tiz’s experience, most boys nowadays hav 
clear idea of what they want. 

“tés still the parents, of co 
the bill,” he says. “Most of the ti 
it’s their sons who ultimately call the shots as 
to what to wear. Just like girls, boys also like 
to catch attention, albeit subtle 
ways” 

‘That doesn't rule out, however, th 
bility of snagging the right prom outfit in a de- 
partment store or shop featuring mass-pro- 
duced labels. Half the number of suits 
tured in this photo shoot, for 
sourced from the likes of Antho 
‘com for SM, Rico Salandanan for The 
Landmark, Zara and Van Heuser 

Nocom and his colleagues p 
mium on fit. "Apart from bi 
nice formal white dress shirt, tho: 
who aren't used to wearin 
should stick to classic cuts in solid 
colors such as black and 
navy blue,” says Nocom. 

Indeed, it always pays 
to dress up impeccably on 
prom night even if your mind 
is wandering off elsewhere. 
may not always get the girl 
but years from now, he can at le 
fort in the fact that he looked! and fe 
while trying. 


Email the author at 
excom.ph 


ON HAMISH: charcoal gray single breasted 2- 
button full lined jacket, P3,299.75, flat-front 
pants, P699.75, bright pink stretch convertible 
collar long-sleeved shirt, P899.75, all from 
Anthony Nocom; black belt, P695. On Ale 
black jacket, P2,600, black pants, P795, white 
shirt, P820, all from Rico Salandanan at The 
Landmark; Manels 

black belt, P59: 

Landmark black 

necktie, P298. 


ON HAMISH: 
periwinkle blue suit, 
blue grey polo shirt and 
V-neck shirt set, all from 
Joey Samson (0918- 
9592541); Manel’s black 
lace-up shoes, P2,495. 
On Alec: Slim-cutting 
suit with wing collar 
detail in pure Italian 
woo! and flat-front slim 
pants. all from Miguel 
Francisco (02-9255495), 
Yan Heusen polo shirt, 
1,190; Colehaan Air 
Miller Wing Oxford 
Black shoes, P15,500 


IT TAKES MORE THAN THE RIGHT SUIT TO 
make or break an entire look. Apart from the 
all-important fit, designers Anthony Nocom, 
Joey Samson, Nono Palmos and Randy Ortiz 
offer a number of practical tips to this year’s 
batchof prom boys: 

© A good pair of well-shined black leather shoes 
is a safe bet. Leather shoes (no matter what 
color) with thick rubber soles a la Doc Martens 
have no place in the ballroom. 

Mickey Mouse belongs to Disneyland. Wide, 
poly-silk neckties featuring cartoon characters 
as well as the striped, office variety are no-nos. 
Plain, slim ties are currently the rage. 

© What color of suit to wear? When in doubt, 
stick to tried-and-tested colors and looks. 

Guys who have had more practice before the 
big night can wade into uncharted fashion ter- 
ritory (think Samson's periwinkle sul), espe- 
cially if they fee they can pull tof. 

«Regardless of the design, the suit should be 
snug yet comfortable to enable the wearer to 
make smart moves on the dance floor. 

© The suits material is nearly as important as its 
fit. Don't scrimp on the fabric because that's 
the foundation of any well-made suit. It largely 
determines the welght, body and volume of 
any outfit 

© Get a haircut a week or so before the event and 
not on the very day sel. 

© it's important to look clean-cut, dapper and 
young. Apart from being fraught with risks, 
borrowing a suit trom Dad or Big Brother ruins 
the entire experience of teaching a boy to 
dress up like a fine, young man. 


BLACK jacket, 
P8,950, checkered 
polo shirt, P2,450, 
slim pinstriped 
pants, P4,550, and 
graynecktie, 
P1,950,all 

from Zara 

Man, 

Rockwell; Van 
Heusen 

reversible 

belt, P1,290; 
painted 
skateboard 

by FABO 


a na) 4] 


FUCHSIA and gold dress, 
P1495, Vintage by floor-length 
l PINK- Cinderella; gold cuff, Happy gown with 
ion] à AND- David; red sandals, Schu rhinestone 
fod oral i = RED brooch, 
dalir f paisley SE: RED gown with chiffon P2495, 
gown by Bik J side detail, 22BC; Vintageby 
Ericdelos j SPEER |. rhinestone necklace, i Cinderella; 
Santos I: : P1,395, Karimadon | D carrings, 
fromthe [PSF £ f Happy 
House of 4 David 
Laurel f A RSA i : 
cin! (0920-8 RTA o) ; TEAL slip 
nessa £ x À ja 
f P1,895, 
Karimadon; 
cuff, Happy 
À David; 


3 À velvet ace.) 
} BLACK gown with blue floral LA $ up sandals; 


detail and sash, Rajo Laurel; ai $ af i ka P1495, à 
necklace, Happy David & Schu 


jersey gown, 
House of Rajo; 
earrings, 
Happy David 


Organically 
Papaya 


E] What you don't know won't hurt you. But 
i| caring to identify the benefits you get from 
what you painstakingly rub off that sen: 
tive skin of yours shall help. Most commer- 
‘| cially milled soaps available on mark 
shelves don't show their chemical content |: 
that may bring harmful effects to your skin. 
| But Bench Organics brings to the market |i 
hand-made soaps that do not contain any [2 
[| chemical preservatives or hardeners that 
can cause skin irritation, 4 
Be as beautiful as you want to be with Pa- fef 
P| paya Whitening and Firming Soap with 
f| Seaweed Extract. Made of the finest papaya |} 
and bearberry extracts, it peels off unwanted |} 
P] skin cells while its natural seaweed compo- 
nents cleanse and help tighten the skin leav- 
ing it younger-looking arid free from all 
| blemishes. 
Papaya Whitening and Moisturizing 
E| Soap with Milk is best for you to maintain 
that delicate, pure and clean canvass with |y 
E| papaya and bearberry extracts that gently 
f| exfoliate and whiten skin. It is especially 
[| formulated with milk and shea butter to 
make skin silky soft to touch. 
Discover your true beauty with Bench 
Organics Papaya Soap. It naturally whitens 
EL and brings out the lasting glow in you. 
Beauty is skin-deep with Bench Organics 
Papaya Soap. Get it at your nearest Bench 
$| and Herbench outlets nationwide 


A 4 Scents by Kris Aquino 
Whitening & ou ; 


Ming Soap 5 


Papaya mining and 
ot wan min 11359 -P4500 


Develop-It-Yourself Canon 


is now possible with the 


ing You Always 
Canon Selphy Photo Developer. a Xo: y: 


Er 


DIGITAL PHOTO DEVELOPER 


SRS cr ns FREE YOUR IMAGES 


‘Computer » ciagon= PC 4 Me = PC ‘Options 
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KEY-HOLDER in croco leather and calfskin 
(St. Tropez), P12,500 


By Cheche V. Moral 


OD'S HAS TAKEN VERY 
audacious moves this 
season. 

The Italian luxury goods firm is in- 
troducing its first apparel collection this 
spring; its designed by Derek Lam. And 
|| while Tod's aficionados in the Philippines 

won't be seeing Lam's limited-edition col- 
lection in Tod's Greenbelt 4 boutique, they 
will be happy to find limited-edition bags 
and footwear, including the famed Gommi- 
no mecs, sporting prints by popular illus- 
trator and New Yorker fashion editor 
Michael Roberts. 

Collaboration with artists has been a 
strong wend with luxury brands of late, and 
even the very traditional Tod's, which made 
its renown with the Gommino driving moc- 
casins, is no exception. 

‘Tod's, however, isn't veering too far from 
tradition. In fact, it looks to its roots even 
with Roberts’ print: The artist fashions the 
signature mocs into what looks likes, well, 
a speed or rowboat and a race car. Cheeky. 

Previewed before the Asian press in 
November at the Hong Kong headquarters 
with the rest of Tod's S/S 2006 collection, 
the print appears in a couple of ladies’ bags, 
a ladies’ mocs, and even in a Degas shoe, 
Tod's popular ballerina flat. The illustra- 
tions are in black on a white background 
for the leather pieces; the tan canvas-and- 
Teather bags with rope details sport white 
and pale-blue prints. 

‘Tod's S/S 2006 collection will be avail- 
able in late March. Stores Specialists Inc. 
exclusively distributes it in the Philippines. 

Unlike in the previous spring, when Tod's 
made use of every imaginable color, the new 
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WEDGE calfskin sandals (Zeppa Sandalo), P23,500 


The leather 
house's 
Gommino 
mocs, 
sporting 
prints by 
popular 
illustrator and 
New Yorker 
fashion editor 
Michael 
Roberts, are 
now in Manila 


ə w 


MEN'S leather loafer 


in dark brown 
(Scuba Gommino 122), 
P21,500 


once | 


pieces are predominantly in green, yellow, 
white, gold and brandy. It employs its trade- 
‘mark butter-soft leathers in both bags and 
footwear, some mixed with canvas, 

‘Tod's bags are as pretty as they can get, 
though perhaps not as easily recognizable 
as pieces from other much-publicized la- 
bels. Tod's strength is in reworking and up- 
dating the classics—no bold displays of lo- 
gos, though the label has notably used the 
rubber pebbles to accent bag designs. But 
this doesn't seem to hurt the Tod's image. 


Hollywood patrons 

Tod's is patronized by Hollywood's A- 
list—Gwyneth Paltrow and Jennifer Lopez, 
among countless others, have all been pho- 
tographed toting their Tod's. This owes, 
perhaps, to the brand's emphasis on func- 
tion as much as looks. Even paparazzi- 
hounded celebs, after all, need pieces that 
don’t only look good but serve their pur- 
pose. 

‘The new Benji bag sports multiple pock- 
ets, and it’s predicted to be arhit. It has a 
retro boxy shape, with two front flaps with 
metal closures, and contrast stitchings. A 
sling pochette Benji, with a sequined ver- 
sion for the evening, is expected to delight 
younger customers. 

There's the shopper Decoupage, with 
curvy, saddle lines that blend fabric and 
calfskin; metallic calfskin; snakeskin; or 
embellished with pailletes. Tod's also 
comes out with an oversized, boxy version 
ofits popular zippered bag Miky, its answer 
to one of spring's hot trends. 

‘The Gommino appears this time in os- 
trich or patent leather with contrast stitch- 
ing. Apart from the Degas with gathered 
elastic sides (a dressier look is sequined), 
the label remakes its flats into peep-toes or 
cut-away sides, some in metallic skin 
‘They're all accented with rubber pebbles, 
including the sexy peep-toe, nylon-and- 
calfskin styles with three-inch stacked 
heels. The wedge-heeled sandals come in 
either patent leather, or canvas with 
leather. 

‘An alternative to the ultra-comfy Gom- 
mino is a sporty jelly-rubber-soled style 
with crisscross elastic sides. 

The mens collection is very regatta- 
ready, the mocs sporting elasties and striped 
bands, rustproof eyelets, in suede and ny- 
lon. The lace-up versions come in suede or 
calfskin; another look comes in a three-tone 
combo. There are both tasseled and buckled 
city loafers, and leather flip-flops. 


E-mail the author at cmoral@inquirer: 
comph 
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LADIES’ Gommino 
calfskin mocsin Michael 
Roberts print (Heaven 

Century), P22,500 


PEEP-TOE sandals 
with stacked heels in 
calfskin and nylon 
(Coupe Decollete), 
P23,500 
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À sou de toute 


gejoucled Age 


Every step 
countsin the 
dance floor, 
Dazzle them 
with yours. À 


Jost 1.15 em thick. But that slender body sports a precision-eut keypad, Give your classic strapless dress a modern 

huge color screen, Bluetooth® quadbend, MP3 player and video capture. appeal with long strand necklaces. Pile on a 

The new Motorola SL/R L7. More phone. Less space. hellomote.com/ph few but keep them on the same color palette 
for a formal look. 


Razzle-dazzle 
in the season’s best 
prom accessories 


WAY FROM THE REVER- 
berating sound of house mu- 
sic and the glow stick-loving 

lot is a world where the party set 
trades their sticks for stilettos, san- 
dos for suits, and their rave garb for 
ballroom gowns. 

From DJs promul- 
gating good vibes and 
hypnotic laser lights to 
teachers watching 
good table manners 
and girls checking out 
one another's 
frock—there goes the 
club cult entering the 
bourgeois ballroom 
scene we all know as 
the prom. 

“Prom,” 

“promenade, 

rived from 

“prominare,” which 

means “to drive for i 
ward” To “ ~ Jenni À 
nade” in the original Epperson 
sense was to go for a 

walk. In English, it came to mean to display 
one’s self or one’s finery. 

‘And that’s what happens at the prom, as 
16- and 17-year-old students parade (some 
for the very first time) in their formal attire ei- 
ther in a grand ballroom, an auditorium or 
the school outdoor basketball court. Yes, one 
of my friends had her school prom at a school 
basketball court in broad daylight. Images of 
smudged mascara, sweaty suits and dwin- 
dling glam points come to mind. The horror! 

Prom traditions add up to quite a list: get- 
ting a prom date, girls having their makeup 
done as a group, guys fitting suits, ballroom 
dancing, the prom king and queen, after-par- 

hopping, first kiss, first love and other 
“firsts,” primping and glamming up. 

How about choosing the perfect gown or 
cocktail dress, as well as the right accessories, 
shoes, bags and other sparkly treats? Take 
note, if someone shows up in the same gown 
as yours, accessories will be your salvation. 

‘Then again, sipping bubbly sometimes is 
enough to blur anyone's vision, making your 
gown look hotter! 


E-mail the author at fashion@inguirer:com. 


More on page G3 


pant ki l4 h 
Leave the tiara to the prom queen. 


Headbands are way cooler to wear 
at the ball anyway. 
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